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CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH, et al., 

Plaintiffs, 
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ASSOCIATION, et al., 
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Action Filed:  March 26, 2026 
 
ASSIGNED FOR ALL PURPOSES TO: 
Hon. Julianne Bancroft, Dept. N14 
 
DECLARATION OF AARON HARP  
IN SUPPORT OF INITIAL RETURN TO  
WRIT OF MANDATE    
 

No Fee: 
 

 

NEWPORT BEACH STEWARDSHIP 
ASSOCIATION, et al., 

Cross-Petitioners, 

vs. 

LENA SHUMWAY, et al., 

Cross-Respondents, 

 

CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH, et al., 

Real Parties In Interest. 

  

 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
2 
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DECLARATION OF AARON C. HARP 

I, Aaron C. Harp, declare as follows: 

1. I am the City Attorney for the City of Newport Beach, California.  I am a 

member in good standing with the State Bar of California.  I submit this declaration concerning actions 

in which I personally participated relating to compliance with the Court s orders requiring a 

November 3, 2026, election for three City Charter amendment ballot initiatives that have now been 

designated as Measures P, Q, and R.  This declaration does not disclose internal legal advice,  

attorney-client communications, or attorney work product. 

2. On August 27, 2026, the Court issued a Minute Order directing the City to 

immediately begin taking the necessary steps to place the three initiatives on the November 3, 2026 

ballot, including the step of forwarding all necessary materials to the Orange County Registrar of 

Voters.  A true and correct copy of the August 27, 2026, Minute Order is attached as Exhibit 1. 

3. That same day, I participated in causing the election materials to be transmitted 

to the Orange County Registrar of Voters, County Counsel, and the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors. 

The transmittal asked the County to immediately identify any additional material or action 

required from the City.  A true and correct copy of the August 27, 2026, correspondence to County 

Counsel is attached as Exhibit 2. 

4. On August 28, County Counsel confirmed that the package had been emailed 

the previous evening and hand delivered that morning and stated the County s position that the 

measures could not then be consolidated with the November 3, 2026 statewide election.  A true and 

correct copy of the August 28, 2026, correspondence from County Counsel is attached as Exhibit 3. 

5. On September 2, 2026, the Court issued its Writ of Mandate directing the City to 

take all steps necessary to hold a municipal election for the three initiative measures on November 3, 

2026, whether directly administered by the City or consolidated with the statewide general election 

that the County will otherwise be conducting on that date.  A true and correct copy of the September 2, 

2026, Writ of Mandate is attached as Exhibit 4. 

/// 
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6. After the Writ issued, I continued participating in efforts to comply with the 

Writ, while the City s judicial and appellate efforts proceeded separately.  The detailed election-

administration and statutory compliance work is addressed in the declarations of City Clerk Lena 

Shumway and election consultant Jessica Blair.  The City s external County communications are also 

addressed in William Ihrke s declaration. 

7. Participation in those judicial and appellate proceedings was not intended as a 

substitute for the operational work necessary to conduct the November 3, 2026, election pursuant to 

. 

8. On September 11, the City Council held a special meeting to take the formal 

actions necessary to call and conduct the November 3, 2026 election and request specified County 

assistance.  At that meeting, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2026-83, in which the City 

formally requested, pursuant to Section 10002 of the Elections Code, that the Orange County Board of 

Supervisors permit the Registrar of Voters, as the County elections official, to render to the City 

specified services relating to the conduct of the November 3, 2026 Special Municipal Election for the 

three initiatives.  A detailed description of the various services being requested by the City to 

resolution was immediately transmitted to the County the same day it was adopted.  A true and correct 

copy of Resolution No. 2026-83 is attached as Exhibit 5. 

9. On September 11, the Registrar responded to Resolution No. 2026-83. Among 

other things, the Registrar stated that the earliest date on which the matter could hypothetically be 

brought before the Board of Supervisors was September 29 and that the Registrar would not 

recommend authorization of the broad range of requested services.  A true and correct copy of the 

-83 is attached as Exhibit 6. 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 
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10. On September 15, I wrote directly to County Counsel 

September 11 response.  In that September 15 communication, I advised that, although the City did not 

believe a new resolution was legally required, if the County maintained that a new or amended 

resolution was necessary before it would consider the City s request, I asked the County to identify the 

changes or additional language it required so the City could act promptly.   

11. I also addressed the Registrar s voter confusion concern by explaining that the 

City intended to conduct a separate election using separate ballots, election materials, and procedures; 

provide clear voter communications distinguishing the City election from the County-administered 

General Election; and coordinate procedures for misdirected ballots and other potential areas of voter 

confusion.  I asked the County to identify any additional measures or assurance language it believed 

necessary. 

12. I specifically asked whether Resolution No. 2026-83 would be presented to the 

Board of Supervisors on September 29 and, if not, whether a new or amended resolution would result 

in consideration on that date.  I also asked the County to confirm if it had determined that it would not 

present or recommend the City s request regardless of amendment, clarification, narrowing of services, 

or additional assurance from the City. 

13. The September 15 communication concluded by stating that the City remained 

committed to taking all reasonably available steps to comply with the Writ and conduct the 

November 3 election.  A true and correct copy of my September 15 external communication is 

attached as Exhibit 7.  I did not receive a response.  

14. I understand that to process a voted ballot, the City will need to verify that the 

signature on each ballot envelope matches the signature on file for each registered voter.  To do so, the 

City needs access to signature verification image data.  On September 17, 2026, in an email directed to 

me, the General Counsel for the Secretary of State confirmed that the SOS would not provide the City 

with voter signature images for use in the November 3, 2026 standalone election.  A true and correct 

copy of this September 17 email is attached as Exhibit 8.   

/// 
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15. I also am aware that the Board of Supervisors must approve County support for 

-83.  Accordingly, I emailed the County Counsel, 

Leon Page, on September 21, 2026, to confirm whether Resolution 2026-83 would be placed on the 

September 29 agenda for consideration by the Board of Supervisors, and whether the City must take 

any additional action to obtain Board consideration on that date.  A true and correct copy of my 

September 21 external communication is attached as Exhibit 9.  I did not receive a response. 

16. On September 22, 2026, I sent an email to the general counsel for the Secretary 

standalone election.  A true and correct copy of that email is attached hereto as Exhibit 10.  I did not 

receive a response. 

17. The more detailed operational steps taken during this period are set out in the 

declarations of Ms. Shumway and Ms. Blair who directly performed or observed that work. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on September 28, 2026, at Newport Beach, California. 

 

 
Aaron C. Harp 

 
 
  
 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

6 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

I, the undersigned, declare under penalty of perjury that: 

I am a citizen of the United States, over the age of 18, and not a party to the within 

cause of action.  My business address is 555 Capitol Mall, Suite 400, Sacramento, California 95814. 

On September 28, 2026, I served a true copy of the following document(s): 

DECLARATION OF AARON HARP IN SUPPORT OF 
INITIAL RETURN TO WRIT OF MANDATE 

on the following party(ies) in said action: 

Navi S. Dhillon, Esq. 
Winston Stromberg, Esq. 
Dylan Crosby, Esq. 
Lucas Grunbaum, Esq, 
Aaron M. Reuben, Esq. 
Beau Stockstill, Esq. 
PAUL HASTINGS LLP 
101 California Street, 48th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
Phone: (415) 856-7080 
Fax: (415) 856-7180 
Email: navidhillon@paulhastings.com 

winstonstromberg@paulhastings.com 
dylancrosby@paulhastings.com 
lucasgrunbaum@paulhastings.com 
aaronreuben@paulhastings.com 
beaustockstill@paulhastings.com 
kenhartley@paulhastings.com 
adamzenko@paulhastings.com 

Attorney for Defendants and Cross-Petitioners, 
NEWPORT BEACH STEWARDSHIP 
ASSOCIATION and 
DUFFIELD 

BY UNITED STATES MAIL:  By enclosing the document(s) in a sealed envelope or 
package addressed to the person(s) at the address above and 

depositing the sealed envelope with the United States Postal Service, with the 
postage fully prepaid. 

placing the envelope for collection and mailing, following our ordinary business 
 practice for collecting and 

processing correspondence for mailing.  On the same day that correspondence is 
placed for collection and mailing, it is deposited in the ordinary course of business 
with the United States Postal Service, located in Sacramento, California, in a sealed 
envelope with postage fully prepaid. 

BY OVERNIGHT DELIVERY:  By enclosing the document(s) in an envelope or package 
provided by an overnight delivery carrier and addressed to the persons at the addresses listed. 
I placed the envelope or package for collection and overnight delivery at an office or a 
regularly utilized drop box of the overnight delivery carrier. 
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BY MESSENGER SERVICE:  By placing the document(s) in an envelope or package 
addressed to the persons at the addresses listed and providing them to a professional 
messenger service for service. 

 
 

BY FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION:  By faxing the document(s) to the persons at the fax 
numbers listed based on an agreement of the parties to accept service by fax transmission.  
No error was reported by the fax machine used.  A copy of the fax transmission is maintained 
in our files. 

 BY EMAIL TRANSMISSION:  By emailing the document(s) to the persons at the email 
addresses listed based on a court order or an agreement of the parties to accept service by 
email.  No electronic message or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful was 
received within a reasonable time after the transmission. 

 
 

BY EMAIL TRANSMISSION (ONE LEGAL):  By electronically submitting for filing and 
service the document(s) listed above through One Legal, an electronic filing vendor approved 
by this Court.  The name of the vendor and the transaction receipt I.D. are given in the 

 

I declare, under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct.  Executed on 

September 28, 2026, in Sacramento, California. 

 
  

 Eva Alfaro 
(2,320,568) 
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA,

MINUTE ORDER

JUDICIAL OFFICER PRESIDING: Julianne Bancroft

COUNTY OF ORANGE
NORTH JUSTICE CENTER

DATE: 08/27/2026 DEPT: N14TIME: 01:30:00 PM

CLERK: C. Sanchez
REPORTER/ERM: None
BAILIFF/COURT ATTENDANT: B. Espinosa

CASE INIT.DATE: 03/26/2026CASE NO: 30-2026-01559183-CU-JR-NJC
CASE TITLE: City of Newport Beach vs. Newport Beach Stewardship Association
CASE CATEGORY: Civil - Unlimited CASE TYPE: Judicial Review - Other

EVENT ID/DOCUMENT ID: 74939409
EVENT TYPE: Ex Parte
MOVING PARTY: Newport Beach Stewardship Association, Marshall Duffield
CAUSAL DOCUMENT/DATE FILED: Ex Parte Application - Other, 08/26/2026

APPEARANCES
No Appearance by all parties

NBSA’S EX PARTE APPLICATION RE CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH’S UNLAWFUL DELAY OF
LOCAL VOTE

There are no appearances by any party.

Ex Parte Application, Declarations in Support, Proof of Service, and Opposition are read and considered.

Having reviewed the ex parte application, the opposition thereto, and all documents filed in support of
and in opposition to the ex parte application, and having considered all documents filed in both case Nos.
30-2026-01559183 and 30-2026-01580961, the Court GRANTS the request for ex parte relief.

The Court finds that the Newport Beach City Council Resolution No. 2026-73, which was adopted by the
City of Newport Beach at its May 25, 2026 Regular City Council Meeting, and a copy of which was
attached as Exhibit A to the declaration of William Ihrke filed 08/26/2026 (ROA #284) expresses the
City’s Council’s exercise of its discretion. Having reviewed that resolution, and in consideration of the City
parties’ filings, contentions, arguments, and stated positions throughout this litigation, as well as the
Court’s previous orders, the Court finds that the City Council abused its discretion by placing the three
initiatives on the November 7, 2028 ballot. Therefore, this Court has the authority in this mandamus
proceeding to order the City Council to immediately take the necessary steps to place these three
initiatives on the November 3, 2026 ballot, including but not limited to forwarding all necessary materials
to the Orange County Registrar of Voters.

The Court will reserve a decision on NBSA’s request that the Court set an OSC re sanctions at this time.

Court orders Clerk to give notice.

MINUTE ORDERDATE: 08/27/2026
DEPT:  N14 Calendar No.

Page 1
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William H. Ihrke 

Direct Dial: (714) 338-1863 

E-mail: bihrke@rutan.com 

 

August 27, 2026 

 
 

Ru t an  &  Tu ck e r ,  LL P  |  18 57 5  Ja mb or ee  Road ,  9 t h  F l oo r  

I r v i ne ,  CA  92 61 2  |  71 4 - 64 1 - 51 00  |  Fa x  71 4 - 546 -90 35  

Or an ge  Coun ty  |  Pa lo  A l to  |  San  F ra nc is co  |  Sc o t t s da le  |  www. ru ta n . co m  
698/066751-0132 

24234147.4 a08/27/26 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL (8/27/2026) 

AND PERSONAL DELIVERY (8/28/2026) 

Daniel Richards, Esq. 

Mark Servino, Esq. 

Office of the County Counsel 

County Administration North Building 

400 West Civic Center Drive, Suite 202 

Santa Ana, CA 92701 

 

daniel.richards@coco.oc.gov 

mark.servino@coco.oc.gov 

Orange County Registrar of Voters 

1300 South Grand Avenue 

Building C 

Santa Ana, CA 92705 

 

rovwebmaster@ocvote.gov 

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

400 W Civic Center Drive 

Santa Ana, CA 92701 

 

comments@cob.oc.gov 

 

Re: City of Newport Beach et al v. Newport Beach Stewardship Association et al 

Case No. 30-2026-01559183-CU-JR-NJC 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Our office serves as special counsel to the City of Newport Beach (“City”) in the above-

referenced case.  Earlier today, the Orange County Superior Court (“Court”) issued the attached 

Minute Order (referred to as the “8/27/2026 Minute Order”), which directs the City, “to 

immediately take the necessary steps to place these three initiatives on the November 3, 2026, 

ballot, including but not limited to forwarding all necessary materials to the Orange County 

Registrar of Voters.”  The City is transmitting the enclosed materials in response to that direction.  

By way of explanation, the “three initiatives” are referred to in the attached resolutions and 

materials as: (1) AN INITIATIVE MEASURE PROPOSING TO AMEND THE CITY 

CHARTER TO MODIFY CITY CHARTER PROVISIONS RELATED TO CITY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TERM LIMITS (the “Term Limits Initiative”); (2) AN INITIATIVE MEASURE 

PROPOSING TO AMEND THE CITY CHARTER TO REQUIRE CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

BE ELECTED BY VOTERS RESIDING WITHIN THE DISTRICT THE COUNCIL MEMBER 

REPRESENTS (the “District Voting Initiative”); and (3) AN INITIATIVE MEASURE 

PROPOSING TO AMEND THE CITY CHARTER TO ESTABLISH NEW CHARTER 

REQUIREMENTS GOVERNING PUBLIC MEETINGS, PUBLIC RECORDS, 

GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT, AND ENFORCEMENT (the “Public Meetings and Records 

Initiative”). 



 

Daniel Richards, Esq., et al. 

August 27, 2026 
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By way of brief background, on August 19, 2026, the Court issued the attached order 

(“8/19/2026 Minute Order”) directing the City to “[e]xercise its/their discretion to decide at which 

election the [Term Limits Initiative, the District Voting Initiative, and the Public Meetings and 

Records Initiative] will be placed on the ballot.”  On August 25, 2026, the City Council exercised 

its discretion and called the election for consolidation of the Three Initiatives for the statewide 

general election ballot for November 7, 2028. 

As noted above, the Court issued the 8/27/2026 Minute Order earlier today and, as such, 

the City is attaching and enclosing the resolutions that called for consolidation of the statewide 

election on November 7, 2028, because those three resolutions have the agreed-upon “ballot 

questions” and the full text for the three initiatives.  The City is transmitting the resolutions and 

related materials in response to the 8/27/2026 Minute Order and under compulsion of that order. 

The City transmits the following materials: 

• The 8/27/2026 Minute Order; 

• The 8/19/2026 Minute Order; 

• The Certification of Signature Verification; 

• Resolution No. 2026-64, calling for the election of Term Limits Initiative with the 

ballot question and full text included; 

• Resolution No. 2026-67, calling for the election of the District Voting Initiative 

with the ballot question and full text included;  

• Resolution No. 2026-70, calling for the election of the Public Meetings and Records 

Initiative with the ballot question and full text included;  

• Arguments For the three initiatives submitted by the proponents, Newport Beach 

Stewardship Association (NBSA), and which have been signed; and 

• Arguments Against the three initiatives presented to the Newport Beach City 

Council at its August 25, 2026, Regular Meeting, calling for the election of the 

three initiatives pursuant to the above-referenced Resolutions.1 

 
1 Per the request of NBSA’s counsel to include only signed ballot arguments as part of the ballot 

materials for the three initiatives on the ballot for the consolidated November 3, 2026 election, if 

the Registrar of Voters requires signatures from City representatives, please advise immediately 

pursuant to the request at the end of this letter, so that the City can take appropriate steps. 



 

Daniel Richards, Esq., et al. 

August 27, 2026 
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Please confirm immediately that the Registrar of Voters has received these materials.  If 

the Registrar of Voters or County Counsel believes that any additional material or action is 

required in response to the 8/27/2026 Minute Order, please identify the requested material or action 

immediately and with specificity.  The following is our contact information: City Attorney, Aaron 

Harp at aharp@newportbeachca.gov or 949-644-3131, my colleague Jennifer Farrell at 

jfarrell@rutan.com or 714-338-1884, and myself at bihrke@rutan.com or 714-338-1863. 

Please be advised that the City is making this transmission solely in response to and under 

compulsion of the 8/27/2026 Minute Order.  Nothing in this transmission constitutes voluntary 

acquiescence in, acceptance of, or agreement with the correctness, validity, or legal effect of the 

8/27/26 Minute Order, or as a waiver of any objection, right, remedy, or right to seek 

reconsideration, a stay, appellate review, or other relief to which the City may or has a right to 

pursue. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

RUTAN & TUCKER, LLP 

 

 

William H. Ihrke 

WHI:lr 

Enclosures 

cc: Via Email Only 

Navi S. Dhillon, Esq. (navidhillon@paulhastings.com) 

Winston Stromberg, Esq. (winstonstromberg@paulhastings.com) 

Dylan Crosby, Esq. (dylancrosby@paulhastings.com) 

Lucas Grunbaum, Esq. (lucasgrunbaum@paulhastings.com) 

Aaron M. Reuben, Esq.(aaronreuben@paulhastings.com) 

Beau Stockstill, Esq. (beaustockstill@paulhastings.com) 

Martin Koczanowicz, Esq. (mkoczanowicz@awattorneys.com) 

Nathaniel Acosta, Esq. (nacosta@awattorneys.com) 
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA,

MINUTE ORDER

JUDICIAL OFFICER PRESIDING: Julianne Bancroft

COUNTY OF ORANGE

NORTH JUSTICE CENTER

DATE: 08/27/2026

DEPT: N14
TIME: 01:30:00 PM

CLERK: C. Sanchez

REPORTER/ERM: None

BAILIFF/COURT ATTENDANT: B. Espinosa

CASE INIT.DATE: 03/26/2026

CASE NO: 30-2026-01559183-CU-JR-NJC

CASE TITLE: City of Newport Beach vs. Newport Beach Stewardship Association

CASE CATEGORY: Civil - Unlimited CASE TYPE: Judicial Review - Other

EVENT ID/DOCUMENT ID: 74939409

EVENT TYPE: Ex Parte

MOVING PARTY: Newport Beach Stewardship Association, Marshall Duffield

CAUSAL DOCUMENT/DATE FILED: Ex Parte Application - Other, 08/26/2026

APPEARANCES

No Appearance by all parties

NBSA’S EX PARTE APPLICATION RE CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH’S UNLAWFUL DELAY OF

LOCAL VOTE

There are no appearances by any party.

Ex Parte Application, Declarations in Support, Proof of Service, and Opposition are read and considered.

Having reviewed the ex parte application, the opposition thereto, and all documents filed in support of

and in opposition to the ex parte application, and having considered all documents filed in both case Nos.

30-2026-01559183 and 30-2026-01580961, the Court GRANTS the request for ex parte relief.

The Court finds that the Newport Beach City Council Resolution No. 2026-73, which was adopted by the

City of Newport Beach at its May 25, 2026 Regular City Council Meeting, and a copy of which was

attached as Exhibit A to the declaration of William Ihrke filed 08/26/2026 (ROA #284) expresses the

City’s Council’s exercise of its discretion. Having reviewed that resolution, and in consideration of the City

parties’ filings, contentions, arguments, and stated positions throughout this litigation, as well as the

Court’s previous orders, the Court finds that the City Council abused its discretion by placing the three

initiatives on the November 7, 2028 ballot. Therefore, this Court has the authority in this mandamus

proceeding to order the City Council to immediately take the necessary steps to place these three

initiatives on the November 3, 2026 ballot, including but not limited to forwarding all necessary materials

to the Orange County Registrar of Voters.

The Court will reserve a decision on NBSA’s request that the Court set an OSC re sanctions at this time.

Court orders Clerk to give notice.

MINUTE ORDER

DATE: 08/27/2026

DEPT:  N14
Calendar No.
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF ORANGE
North Justice Center
1275 N. Berkeley Ave
Fullerton , CA 92838 

SHORT TITLE: City of Newport Beach vs. Newport Beach Stewardship Association

CLERK'S CERTIFICATE OF MAILING/ELECTRONIC
SERVICE

CASE NUMBER:
30-2026-01559183-CU-JR-NJC

I certify that I am not a party to this cause. I certify that that the following document(s), Minute Order dated 08/27/26, was
transmitted electronically by an Orange County Superior Court email server on August 27, 2026, at 11:30:35 AM PDT.
The business mailing address is Orange County Superior Court, 700 Civic Center Dr. W, Santa Ana, California 92701.
Pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure section 1013b, I electronically served the document(s) on the persons identified at the
email addresses listed below:

Clerk of the Court, by:
 , Deputy

PAUL HASTINGS LLP
CHRISCARR@PAULHASTINGS.COM 

PAUL HASTINGS LLP
LUCASGRUNBAUM@PAULHASTINGS.COM 

PAUL HASTINGS LLP
NAVIDHILLON@PAULHASTINGS.COM 

PAUL HASTINGS LLP
WINSTONSTROMBERG@PAULHASTINGS.COM 

RUTAN & TUCKER, LLP
BIHRKE@RUTAN.COM 

RUTAN & TUCKER, LLP
GCHO@RUTAN.COM 

RUTAN & TUCKER, LLP
JFARRELL@RUTAN.COM 

CLERK'S CERTIFICATE OF MAILING/ELECTRONIC SERVICE
 
V3 1013a (June 2004)  Code of Civ. Procedure , § CCP1013(a)
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA,

MINUTE ORDER

JUDICIAL OFFICER PRESIDING: Julianne Bancroft

COUNTY OF ORANGE

NORTH JUSTICE CENTER

DATE: 08/19/2026

DEPT: N14
TIME: 09:00:00 AM

CLERK: C. Sanchez

REPORTER/ERM: Laurie Held-Biehl

BAILIFF/COURT ATTENDANT: B. Espinosa

CASE INIT.DATE: 06/23/2026

CASE NO: 30-2026-01580961-CU-WM-NJC

CASE TITLE: City of Newport Beach vs. Robert Page, in his Official Capacity as

Registrar of Voters for Orange County

CASE CATEGORY: Civil - Unlimited CASE TYPE: Writ of Mandate

EVENT ID/DOCUMENT ID: 74905625

EVENT TYPE: Petition for Writ

MOVING PARTY: City of Newport Beach

CAUSAL DOCUMENT/DATE FILED: Amended Petition First, 07/09/2026

APPEARANCES

William H. Ihrke and Jennifer Farrel, from Rutan & Tucker, LLP, present for Petitioner(s).

Daniel Richards, from Leon J. Page, County Counsel, present for Respondent(s).

Paul Hastings and Navi S. Dhillon, from Paul Hastings LLP, present for Real Party In Interest

(Rpii),Interested Party(s).

Martin Koczanowicz, from Aleshire & Wynder, present.

Nathanial Acosta, counsel, present remotely.

Nancy Scarbrough, Laura Curran, Kathe Morgan, and Jim Mosher, observers, present

remotely.

The following matters are called concurrently:

30-2026-01580961 City of Newport Beach vs. Robert Page, in his Official Capacity as Registrar of

Voters for Orange County

30-2026-1559183 City of Newport Beach vs Newport Beach Stewardship Association 

Hearing held, participants appearing remotely and in person.

Counsel provides an update on the current adherence to the Court's prior orders.

The request for judicial notice is GRANTED as to all documents attached to the request.

Counsel for the City requests a statement of decision.

Additionally, the City objects to the proposed order submitted by NBSA.

Counsel proceed to present their cases to the Court.

Oral arguments heard.

At 10:36 AM, the court is in recess.

At 10:50 AM, again in open court. Counsel and parties are present as indicated above.
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Oral arguments resume.

Counsel for respondents in case 30-2026-01580961 request separate proposed orders be submitted for

each case so the parties may clearly understand the Court's instructions to each respective party.

Oral arguments resume.

At 11:24 AM, the court is in recess.

At 2:02 PM, again in open court. Counsel and parties are present as indicated above.

After considering the arguments of all parties, both written and oral, as well as the evidence presented,

the Court now rules as follows:

The issue before the Court at this juncture is whether four initiatives proposed by Newport Beach

Stewardship Association meet the requirements of publication and/or posting. The Court and the parties

have referred to these initiatives as the Sunshine Initiative (which was the subject of an earlier petition

before this Court); the Housing Initiative (which is the subject of the City’s petition, case No.

30-2026-01580961); the City Council term limits Initiative; and the City Council District Voting Initiative.

The Sunshine Initiative, the Term Limits Initiative, and the District Voting Initiative are the subjects of

NBSA’s first amended cross-petition (case No. 30-2026-01559183). 

Elections Code section 9205 provides the rules for publication and/or posting of a notice of intention and

title and summary of a proposed measure before signatures may be collected. The Orange County

Superior Court maintains a list of adjudicated newspapers of general circulation pursuant to Government

Code sections 6000 to 6027. This list includes the Orange County Reporter and the Daily Pilot. This list

does not specify that any newspaper is adjudicated as a newspaper of general circulation only for one

city or one geographic region of the County. The Court finds that the Orange County Reporter has been

adjudicated as a newspaper of general circulation, as described in section 9205, subdivision (a). The

Court does not find that the Orange County Reporter is a newspaper of general circulation only in Santa

Ana. Nor does the Court find that additional proof is required by any party to prove or disprove the

adjudicated status of the Orange County Reporter. Therefore, the court finds that notice for all four

initiatives was properly published before the collection of signatures began. The registrar of voters has

confirmed that sufficient signatures were obtained for all four initiatives.

Even if this Court were to find that the Orange County Reporter was not an adjudicated newspaper of

general circulation for purposes of section 9205, the Court would find that NBSA’s notices were in

substantial compliance with the requirements of the statute. The City argues that strict compliance is

required, citing Ibarra v. City of Carson (1989) 214 Cal.App.3d 90, 99:

Whether a failure to comply with requirements of the Elections Code in circulating initiative or referendum

petitions is fatal depends upon the nature and purpose of the statutory requirement. Technical defects of

form may be excused if the petitions substantially comply with the requirement [citation], but actual

compliance is required in respect to the substance essential to the objective of the statute. [Citation.]

Where the purpose of the statutory requirement is to give information to the public to assist the voters in

deciding whether to sign or oppose the petition, the substantial compliance argument is often rejected

and strict compliance held essential. [Citations.] [¶] In the present case, as we have discussed, the

requirement to give notice of intent prior to commencing circulation serves important purposes educating

the public about the petition campaign before it begins.”

In Ibarra, the initiative proponents published the notice, but did not post the notice until after they had

begun collecting signatures. The Court finds that while the failure to comply with the posting requirement

at all may be subject to strict compliance, a substantial compliance test applies here, if the notice was
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published in AN ADJUDICATED NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL CIRCULATION, which it was.

The Court would also find that principles of estoppel apply in this case. Last fall, the City found that NBSA

had met the publication and posting requirements for the Responsible Housing Initiative, for which notice

was published in the Orange County Reporter. The only reason the City now claims the Housing Initiative

failed to meet the publication and notice requirements is that NBSA submitted additional initiatives to the

City. Had NBSA not done so, the matter would have proceeded to the November election without another

thought. Further, given that the City did not raise any concern with respect to the notice publication of the

Housing Initiative, NBSA had every right to believe the same process would be acceptable for the other

initiatives. 

Ultimately, the Court finds that the purpose of the publication and notice provisions in the Elections Code

is to ensure the integrity of the initiative process by guaranteeing the voting public has the opportunity to

fully participate throughout the elections process. The Court’s findings and rulings today further that goal.

Although it is not a basis of this Court’s ruling, the Court notes that the City’s positions in the two matters

before the Court could lead to a finding of obstructionism. When case No. 30-2026-01559183 first came

before this Court, the City argued strongly and persuasively that the issue of whether the Sunshine

Initiative violated the single subject rule should be addressed before the election, rather than after. With

that in mind, the Court and the parties worked cooperatively to come up with a schedule for briefing and

hearing first on the issue of preparation of a title and summary, and then on the issue of the single

subject rule that would allow more than sufficient time to prepare the title and summary, collect and

certify signatures, and prepare necessary ballot arguments, etc. After all of that the City raised the notice

and publication issue for the first time. Further, while the City has argued in the current proceedings that

any timing issues are the fault of NBSA, which submitted its signatures on the Sunshine Initiative, District

Voting Initiative, and Term Limits Initiative on July 7, the Court notes that at least the Sunshine Initiative

was held up by the single subject rule briefing and hearing. Further, while everyone seems to agree that

the signatures were presented to the City Clerk on July 7, they were not sent on to the Registrar of

Voters until this Court ordered the City to do so on July 17, 2026. 

And the Court was required to order the City on multiple occasions to prepare ballot questions and

arguments. The point of doing so was to prevent the delays that the City now contends prevent these

initiatives from going on the November 2026 ballot. It has been represented to the Court that the City

Council has a regularly scheduled meeting next week at which it will determine at which election the

initiatives shall be placed on the ballot. The Court finds that the 10-day public examination period

provided by Elections Code section 9295 is not required to occur before an initiative is placed on the

ballot. Therefore, the Court finds that that examination period may occur concurrently with the

transmission of the necessary paperwork to the registrar of voters, and that should not be a matter that

impacts the City’s discretionary duties at its next Council meeting.

Elections Code section 9255 requires that an initiative amending a city charter be submitted to the voters

at an established statewide or regularly scheduled municipal election occurring not less than 88 days

after the date of the order of election. The Court finds that the Sunshine, Term Limits, and Direct Voting

Initiatives are not subject to this limit because the City’s actions in this case caused the matters to be

delayed beyond the normal time period. The Court further finds that this does not raise an issue of

mandamus compelling the City to perform a void or illegal act, an act contrary to public policy, or an act

which tends to aid in an unlawful purpose. (Swan v. Civil Service Commission (1971) 16 Cal.App.3d 710,

713.) To the contrary, the Court’s orders today are consistent with its duty to jealously guard the public’s

right to use the initiative process. (Rossi v. Brown (1995) 9 Cal.4

th

 688, 695.)

As to case No. 30-2026-01580961, City of Newport Beach v Robert Page, the petition for writ of mandate

is DENIED. 
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As to case No. 30-2026-01559183, petition entitled City of Newport Beach et al. v. Newport Beach

Stewardship Association et al. and Cross-Petition entitled Newport Beach Stewardship Association et al

v. Lena Shumway et al, the Petition for Writ of Mandate is GRANTED and a peremptory writ shall issue.

That writ shall command the City of Newport Beach, the City Council of the City of Newport Beach, Lena

Shumway, in her official capacity as the Newport Beach City Clerk, and Aaron Harp, in his official

capacity as the Newport Beach City Attorney (cross-respondents and real parties in interest) to:

1. Exercise its/their discretion to decide at which election the three initiatives will be placed on the ballot;

2. If the decision is made to place the three initiatives on a ballot other than the November 2026 ballot,

cross-respondents and real parties in interest shall provide an explanation why in their return to the

peremptory writ of mandate; 

3. The 10 days for public examination provided by Elections Code section 9295 may run even after the

initiative paperwork has been forwarded to the Registrar of Voters, and therefore the need for a 10-day

public examination period should not impact the City’s Council’s discretionary determination at its next

meeting regarding these initiatives;

4. File and serve a return to the writ within 10 days after service.

Counsel for NBSA shall prepare the necessary orders and/or writs for each case separately. 

At 2:17 PM, the court is adjourned in this matter.
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CERTIFICATE AS TO VERIFICATION 
OF SIGNATURES ON PETITION 

State of California) 
)ss. 

County of Orange) 

I, Bob Page, Registrar of Voters of the County of Orange, do hereby 

certify that I am the county officer having charge of the registration of voters in 

the County of Orange, and I have examined, or caused to be examined, the 

signatures contained on the petition submitted to the City of Newport Beach 

entitled "City of Newport Beach City Council Term Limits". 

I further certify that from said examination I have determined the following 

facts regarding this document: 

Number of signatures filed: 

Number of signatures required: 

Number of signatures verified: 

Number of signatures found valid: 

Number of signatures found invalid: 

12,664 

9,051 

11,897 

9,076 

2,821 

33 Invalid because of Duplicate: 

WITNESS my hand and Official Seal this 17th day of August, 2026. 

rJ::t1c ~ 
Registrar of Voters 
Orange County 



Petition Summary Report 

AA207-City of Newport Beach City Council Term Limits 

City of Newport Beach City Council Term Limits 

Signatures Required 

Raw Count 

Sample Size 

Sigs Checked 

Sigs Not Checked 

Sigs Valid 

Sigs Invalid 

Duplicated 

Non-duplicate Invalids 

RESULT ABBR RESULT DESCRIPTION 

Approved 

Not Registered 

Signatures Don't Match 

No Signature 

Out of District 

Signed more than once 

Registered Late 

9051 

12,664 

12,664 

11,897 

767 

9,076 

2,821 

33 
2,788 

9,076 

1,298 

783 

12 

19 

33 

68 

Approved 

NotReg 

SigNoMatch 

NoSig 

OutOfDist 

Duplicate 

Reglate 

RegDiffAdd 

Declncmp 

NoResAdd 

WrongCnty 

Registered at a Different Address 396 

!STATISTICS SUMMARY 

Pages Processed 

Total Signatures Checked 

Uncorrected Valid 

Duplicate Adjustment 

Estimated Valid 

PCMR012 - Petition Summary Report 
Printed: 8/14/2026 4:19:14PM 

Declaration Incomplete 

No Residence Address Given 

Filed in Wrong County 

Value %Raw 

1,086 100.0 % 

11,897 93.9 % 

9,076 71.7 % 

0 

9,076 71 .7 % 

%Req 

131.4 % 

100.3 % 

100.3 % 

196 

15 

Percent of Sigs Percent of 
Checked Sample Size 

6.1 % 

76.3% 71.7 % 

23.7% 22.3% 

0.3% 0.3% 
23.0% 22.0% 

76.3% 

10.9% 

6.6% 

0.1 % 

0.2 % 

0.3% 

0.6% 

3.3% 

1.6 % 

0.1 % 

0.0% 

Min Required (95%): 

Min Required to pass 
Based on Sample (110%): 

8598.5 

9956.1 

Page 1 of 1 



August 17, 2026 

Ms. Lena Shumway 

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 
1300 South Grand Avenue, Bldg. C 

Santa Ana, California 92705 
(714) 567-7600 

FAX (714) 567-7556 
ocvote.gov 

City Clerk, City of Newport Beach 
100 Civic Center Drive 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 

Dear Ms. Shumway: 

BOB PAGE 
Registrar of Voters 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 11298 
Santa Ana, California 92711 

Enclosed is the Certificate as to Verification of Signatures for the referendum petition 
entitled "City of Newport Beach District-Based Elections." 

The Registrar of Voters verified a total of 11,854 signatures. The cost per signature 
verified is $3.40 for a total cost of $40,303.60. An invoice is included. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 714-567-7563. 

J ianna Mailhot 
Candidate and Voter Services Manager 

Enclosure 

1S0ffi1 
CERTIFIED 



CERTIFICATE AS TO VERIFICATION 
OF SIGNATURES ON PETITION 

State of California) 
)ss. 

County of Orange) 

I, Bob Page, Registrar of Voters of the County of Orange, do hereby 

certify that I am the county officer having charge of the registration of voters in 

the County of Orange, and I have examined, or caused to be examined, the 

signatures contained on the petition submitted to the City of Newport Beach 

entitled "City of Newport Beach District-Based Elections". 

I further certify that from said examination I have determined the following 

facts regarding this document: 

Number of signatures filed: 

Number of signatures required: 

Number of signatures verified: 

Number of signatures found valid: 

Number of signatures found invalid: 

12,203 

9,051 

11,854 

9,076 

2,778 

36 Invalid because of Duplicate: 

WITNESS my hand and Official Seal this 17th day of August, 2026. 

~ v~ r 
Orange County 



Petition Summary Report 

AA206-City of Newport Beach District-Based Elections 

City of Newport Beach District-Based Elections 

Signatures Required 

Raw Count 

Sample Size 

Sigs Checked 

Sigs Not Checked 

Sigs Valid 

Sigs Invalid 

Duplicated 

Non-duplicate Invalids 

RESULT ABBR RESULT DESCRIPTION 

Approved 

Not Registered 

Signatures Don't Match 

No Signature 

Out of District 

Signed more than once 

Registered Late 

9051 

12,203 

12,203 

11,854 

349 

9,076 

2,778 

36 
2,742 

9,076 

1,396 

734 

8 

16 

36 

44 

Approved 

NotReg 

SigNoMatch 

NoSig 

OutOfDist 

Duplicate 

Reglate 

RegDiffAdd 

Declncmp 

NoResAdd 

WrongCnty 

Registered at a Different Address 361 

!STATISTICS SUMMARY 

Pages Processed 

Total Signatures Checked 

Uncorrected Valid 

Duplicate Adjustment 

Estimated Valid 

PCMR012 - Petition Summary Report 
Printed: 8/14/2026 4:14:57PM 

Declaration Incomplete 

No Residence Address Given 

Filed in Wrong County 

Value %Raw 

1,065 100.0 % 

11,854 97.1 % 

9,076 74.4 % 

0 

9,076 74.4 % 

%Req 

131.0 % 

100.3 % 

100.3 % 

168 

10 

5 

Percent of Sigs Percent of 
Checked Sample Size 

2.9% 

76.6% 744% 

234 % 22.8% 

0.3% 0.3% 
23.0% 22.5% 

76.6% 

11.8 % 

6.2% 

0.1 % 

0.1 % 

0.3% 

0.4% 

3.0% 

1.4% 

0.1 % 

0.0% 

Min Required (95%): 

Min Required to pass 
Based on Sample (110%): 

8598.5 

9956.1 
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CERTIFICATE AS TO VERIFICATION 
OF SIGNATURES ON PETITION 

State of California) 
)ss. 

County of Orange) 

I, Bob Page, Registrar of Voters of the County of Orange, do hereby 

certify that I am the county officer having charge of the registration of voters in 

the County of Orange, and I have examined, or caused to be examined, the 

signatures contained on the petition submitted to the City of Newport Beach 

entitled "City of Newport Beach Government Transparency". 

I further certify that from said examination I have determined the following 

facts regarding this document: 

Number of signatures filed: 

Number of signatures required: 

Number of signatures verified: 

Number of signatures found valid: 

Number of signatures found invalid: 

12,161 

9,051 

12,048 

9,076 

2,972 

27 Invalid because of Duplicate: 

WITNESS my hand and Official Seal this 17th day of August, 2026. 

Registrar of Voters 
Orange County 



Petition Summary Report 

AA208-City of Newport Beach Government Transparency 

City of Newport Beach Government Transparency 

Signatures Required 

Raw Count 

Sample Size 

Sigs Checked 

Sigs Not Checked 

Sigs Valid 

Sigs Invalid 

Duplicated 

Non-duplicate Invalids 

RESULT ABBR RESULT DESCRIPTION 

Approved 

Not Registered 

Signatures Don't Match 

No Signature 

Out of District 

Signed more than once 

Registered Late 

9051 

12,161 

12,161 

12,048 

113 

9,076 

2,972 

27 
2,945 

9,076 

1,336 

953 

17 

12 

27 

92 

Approved 

NotReg 

SigNoMatch 

NoSig 

OutOfDist 

Duplicate 

Reglate 

RegDiffAdd 

Declncmp 

NoResAdd 

WrongCnty 

Registered at a Different Address 349 

lsrAr1sr1cs SUMMARY 

Pages Processed 

Total Signatures Checked 

Uncorrected Valid 

Duplicate Adjustment 

Estimated Valid 

PCMR012 - Petition Summary Report 
Printed: 8/14/2026 4:23:0SPM 

Declaration Incomplete 

No Residence Address Given 

Filed in Wrong County 

Value %Raw 

1,061 100.0 % 

12,048 99.1 % 

9,076 74.6 % 

0 

9,076 74.6 % 

%Req 

133.1 % 

100.3 % 

100.3 % 

171 

13 

2 

Percent of Sigs Percent of 
Checked Sample Size 

0.9% 

75.3% 74.6% 

24.7% 24.4 % 

0.2% 0.2% 
24.0% 24.2% 

75.3% 

11.1 % 

7.9% 

0.1 % 

0.1 % 

0.2% 

0.8% 

2.9% 

1.4 % 

0.1 % 

0.0% 

Min Required (95%): 

Min Required to pass 
Based on Sample (110%): 

8598.5 

9956.1 

Page 1 of 1 



Resolution No. 2026-64 



RESOLUTION NO. 2026- 64

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY

OF NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA, CALLING FOR

AND GIVING NOTICE OF A GENERAL MUNICIPAL

ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 

2028, TO SUBMIT TO THE VOTERS AN INITIATIVE

MEASURE PROPOSING TO AMEND THE CITY

CHARTER TO MODIFY CITY CHARTER PROVISIONS

RELATED TO CITY COUNCIL MEMBER TERM LIMITS

AND REQUESTING THE ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF

SUPERVISORS CONSOLIDATE THE GENERAL

MUNICIPAL ELECTION WITH THE STATEWIDE

GENERAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON THE SAME

DATE

WHEREAS, Section 1003 of the Charter of the City of Newport Beach (" City
Charter") states that the provisions of the Elections Code of the State of California

Elections Code"), as the same now exist or hereafter may be amended, which governs
initiatives, shall apply to the use thereof in the City of Newport Beach (" City") so far as

such provisions of the Elections Code are not in conflict with the provisions of the Charter; 

WHEREAS, on April 17, 2026, pursuant to Elections Code Section 9202, the City
was served with a Notice of Intention to Circulate Petition, a Proponent' s Signed

Statement, and a copy of a proposed initiative to establish new Charter requirements

modifying City Charter provisions related to City Council Member term limits (" Initiative"); 

WHEREAS, on April 30, 2026, pursuant to Elections Code Section 9203, the City
Attorney prepared a summary of the Initiative with the following ballot title: " Initiative

Imposing a Lifetime Two -Term Limit on City Council Service and Eliminating Return to
Office After a Break in Service"; 

WHEREAS, on August 25, 2026, certification was presented to the City Council
that not less than fifteen percent of the registered voters of the City signed the petition for
the Initiative; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Elections Code Section 9255( c), if an initiative petition is

signed by not less than fifteen percent of the registered voters of a city, that city shall
submit the measure to the voters at an established statewide general, statewide primary, 
or regularly scheduled municipal election pursuant to Sections 1200, 1201, or 1301

occurring not less than 88 days after the date of the order of election; 
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WHEREAS, Section 1200 of the Elections Code provides that "[ t] he statewide

general election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of
each even -numbered year,'' which is the same date for the holding of municipal elections

pursuant to Charter Section 1000; 

WHEREAS, the next statewide general election that is more than 88 days after
the date of the order of election is November 7, 2028; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Charter Sections 1000, 1002, and 1003 and Elections

Code Section 9255, the City Council of the City of Newport Beach desires to call and give

notice of a General Municipal Election to be held on Tuesday, November 7, 2028, for the
purpose of submitting to the registered voters of the City of Newport Beach an initiative
measure proposing to amend the City Charter to modify City Charter provisions related

to City Council Member term limits. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Newport Beach, California, 
does resolve, declare, determine and order as follows: 

Section 1: Pursuant to the California Constitution Article XI, Government Code

Section 34450 et seq., City Charter sections 1000, 1002, and 1003 and Elections Code

Sections 9255 et seq., there is hereby called and ordered to be held in the City of Newport

Beach, California, on Tuesday, November 7, 2028, a general municipal election for the
purpose of submitting to the registered voters of the City of Newport Beach an initiative
measure proposing to amend the City Charter to modify City Charter provisions related

to City Council Member term limits. 

Section 2: The City Council does hereby order submitted to the registered
voters of the City of Newport Beach at the general municipal election on Tuesday, 
November 7, 2028, the following question: 

MEASURE

CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH CHARTER AMENDMENT
Yes

Shall the measure amending the City of Newport Beach
Charter to impose a lifetime two -term limit on City Council
service, for a maximum of eight years of service on the City
Council, regardless of any break in service, be adopted? 

No
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Section 3: The text of the Initiative and proposed amendment to the City Charter

is attached hereto as Exhibit "A" and incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 4: The vote requirement for the ballot measure to pass is a majority
50% + 1) of the votes cast. 

Section 5: The ballots to be used at the election shall be in form and content as

required by law. 

Section 6: The City hereby requests, pursuant to Elections Code Section
10403, that the Orange County Board of Supervisors consent and agree to the

consolidation of the general municipal election with the statewide general election to be
held on Tuesday, November 7, 2028, for the purpose of submitting to the registered voters

of the City of Newport Beach an initiative measure proposing to amend the City Charter
to modify City Charter provisions related to City Council Member term limits. 

Section 7: The City recognizes that additional costs will be incurred by the

County of Orange by reason of consolidation, and the City agrees to reimburse the County
of Orange for such costs. 

Section 8: The City Clerk is authorized, instructed, and directed to contract with

the County of Orange to procure and furnish all services, official ballots, notices, printed

matter and all supplies, equipment, and paraphernalia that may be necessary to properly
and lawfully conduct the election. 

Section 9: In accordance with the provisions of law governing statewide general
elections, including Elections Code Section 10418, the precincts, ballot drop box
locations, vote center locations, hours of operations, 

vote -by -mail procedures and timing, the election officers, and all other services, staff, and

procedures for the general municipal election shall be the same as those utilized by the
County of Orange and in compliance with the Elections Code of the State of California. 

Section 10: In all particulars not recited in this resolution, the election shall be

held and conducted as provided by law for the holding of municipal elections. 

Section 11: Notice of the time and place of holding the election is given and the
City Clerk is authorized, instructed, and directed to give further or additional notice of the
election, the time, and in the form, and manner as required by law. 

Section 12: The City Clerk shall certify the passage and adoption of this
resolution and enter it into the book of original resolutions. 
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Section 13: The City Council authorizes the City Clerk to administer said election
and all reasonable and actual election expenses shall be paid by the City of Newport
Beach upon presentation of a properly submitted bill. 

Section 14: The Orange County Elections Official is hereby authorized to
canvass the returns of the general municipal election. 

Section 15: The City Clerk shall receive the canvass from the Orange County
Elections Official as it pertains to the Initiative and shall timely certify the results to the
City Council in accordance with law. 

Section 16: If the voters approve the Initiative to amend the City Charter to modify
City Charter provisions related to City Council Member term limits, the Initiative shall be

adopted in accordance with Elections Code Section 9269 or as otherwise required by law. 

Section 17: The City Clerk shall deliver certified copies of this resolution, 
including the full text of the measure attached hereto as Attachment A, to the Clerk of the

Board of Supervisors of Orange County and the Orange County Registrar of Voters. 

Section 18: In the case of City of Newport Beach et al. v. Newport Beach

Stewardship Association, et al., Orange County Superior Court Case No. 30- 2026- 

01559183, the trial court' s minute order purports to order the City Council to "[ e] xercise

its/ their discretion to decide at which election the three [ charter amendment] initiatives will

be placed on the ballot" and orders that "[ i] f the decision is made to place the three
initiatives on a ballot other than the November 2026 ballot," the City Council " shall provide
an explanation why in their return to the peremptory writ of mandate[.]" The trial court' s

minute order also purports to find that " the need for a 10 -day public examination period
pursuant to Elections Code section 9295] should not impact the City' s Council' s

discretionary determination at its next meeting regarding these initiatives[.]" 

To avoid an argument that the City Council' s action to call the elections is
voluntary compliance" with the court' s order, the City Council finds that it is being

compelled to take the action calling the elections for the initiative and associated actions. 
The trial court has stated its intention to hold the City and City Council in contempt should

the City Council fail to put the initiatives on a ballot. Believing itself to be compelled to
vote to place the initiatives on a ballot upon threat of a contempt, the City Council
exercises only the discretion afforded to it by the court' s order concerning the election at
which the initiative is to be considered and places the initiative on the November 7, 2028, 
ballot. The City Council' s action does not constitute voluntary acquiescence in or
acceptance of the correctness or validity of the court' s ruling. 
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Neither the City or City Council waives any claim, defense, objection, argument, 

appellate right, or request for relief arising from or relating to the court' s order, the
resulting judgment or writ of mandate, for the City Council' s compelled compliance with

the court' s orders including, any appellate proceeding in Orange County Superior Court
Case No. 30- 2026- 01559183 or Case No. 30- 2026- 01580961 ( City of Newport Beach et
al. v. Robert Page, in his Official Capacity as Registrar of Voters, et al.). The City and City
Council expressly reserve all such remedies and finds there is no intention to render any
part of any appeal moot; 

Section 19: The recitals provided in this resolution are true and correct and are
incorporated into the operative part of this resolution. 

Section 20: If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this

resolution is, for any reason, held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not

affect the validity or constitutionality of the remaining portions of this resolution. The City
Council hereby declares that it would have passed this resolution, and each section, 
subsection, sentence, clause or phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or
more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases are declared invalid or
unconstitutional. 

Section 21: The City Council finds the adoption of this resolution is not subject to

the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA") pursuant to Public Resources Code
Section 21080( b)( 1) because submission to the voters of a voter -sponsored initiative is a

ministerial duty required by Elections Code Section 9215, and is therefore not subject to
CEQA pursuant to Sections 15060(c)( 1) ( the activity does not involve the exercise of

discretionary powers by a public agency), 15060( c)( 3) ( the activity is not a project as
defined in Section 15378), and 15060( c)( 2) ( the activity will not result in a direct or

reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment) of the CEQA

Guidelines, California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3. 
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Section 22: This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the
City Council, and the City Clerk shall certify the vote adopting the resolution. 

ADOPTED this 25th day of August, 2026. 

Lauren Kleiman

Mayor

ATTEST: 

Lena Shumway
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

CITY TTORNEY' S OFFICE

A ro C. Harp
City Attorney

Attachment: Exhibit A — Term Limits Initiative
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INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE VOTERS

The People of the City of Newport Beach do hereby ordain as follows: 

Section 1. Title

This initiative measure shall be known as the " Initiative To Establish Strict Term Limits for

City Council Members" ( the " Initiative"). 

Section 2. Purpose and Findings. 

A. Purpose. Entrenched interests at the City Council do not promote the bests interests of the
community. This Initiative seeks to improve the leadership and governance of Newport Beach by
eliminating the current loophole that allows City Council Members to serve for an unlimited
number of terms so long as they are not consecutive. A revolving door of council members is not
desirable, and the Charter of the City of Newport Beach (" Charter") should be modified to ensure

council members remain responsive to local residents. This Initiative amends the Charter to limit

Council Members from serving more than two full terms, or a total of 8 years. 

B. Findings. The residents of the City of Newport Beach find that this Initiative promotes the
public interest in light of its purpose and the following facts and circumstances: 

1. Term limits promote electoral competition, encourage civic participation, and
create opportunities for new leadership. 

2. This Initiative closes the current term limit " loophole" by eliminating the ability of
a former City Council Member to sit on the sidelines then return for another eight years. The
current law allows the same politicians to run our City without the benefit of new voices and
viewpoints. 

3. Many cities and counties in California have maximum term limits. This Initiative
is consistent with many other jurisdictions throughout California. 

4. This Initiative will better align the City Charter with the community' s general
understanding, expectations and preferences. 

5. This Initiative recognizes the benefits that local governments can receive from
experienced leadership. By allowing for up to eight years on the City Council, the City can benefit
from City Council Members with experience and institutional knowledge. 

6. City Council Members may be distracted and influenced by the opportunity to

return to the City Council for additional terms. This Initiative eliminates incentives for City
Council Members to engage in behavior that is guided by a City Council Member' s interests in



additional terms on the City Council, instead of the interests of the Newport Beach community. 
This Initiative helps ensure that the City Council Members are focused on what is best for the City, 
not their reelection prospects. 

7. Extended service on the City Council allows for concentration of power, 
undermines democratic and transparent governance, and can lead to unethical behavior. This

Initiative will prevent the various consequences of powerful repeat leaders who have interests and
allegiances tied to previous government roles, and will create more opportunities for new, fresh
leadership on the City Council. 

This Initiative is in the best interest of the people of Newport Beach. 

Section 3. Amendment and Addition to the Newport Beach Municipal Code. 

The voters hereby amend and Section 401 ( titled, " Eligibility") of the City Charter as follows (new
language is shown in underlined text and deleted text shown in strikethrough text): 

No person shall be eligible to hold office as a member of the City Council unless he or
she is, and shall have been for at least thirty ( 30) days immediately preceding his or her
nomination or appointment, a registered elector of the district from which he or she is

nominated or appointed, and for at least thirty ( 30) days immediately preceding his or her
election or appointment, a registered elector of the City. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 400, no person shall be or remain eligible to
hold office as a member of the City Council for more than two ( 2) ewe four ( 4) 
year terms or a total of eight ( 8) years (" Term Limit"). Service of a partial, term, by
appointment or otherwise, on the City Council of any duration shall constitute dbmpletion
of a four-year term for purposes of the Term Limit. All duly elected Cily Council members
as of January 31, 2027, shall remain eligible to complete their current terms

notwithstanding the Term Limit, but eligibility for any future term on the City Council
shall be subject to the Term Limit. Members of the City Council who have served one or
more terms prior to their cunt term shall be entitled to complete such term, but shall not
he eligible for re election except as provided below. Members of the City Council who are
serving their first term as of the effective date of this amendment shall be eligible to hold
office during a second four year term when the current term expires. 

This section is intended to prevent persons from serving more than two ( 2) consecutive
terms, and shall not be construed to render ineligible any person who would not, by virtue
of his r her election serve more than two consecutive terms " 

Section 4. Implementation of this Initiative. 

A. This Initiative is considered adopted and effective upon the earliest date legally

possible after the elections official certifies the vote on the Initiative by the voters of the City (the
Effective Date"). Upon the Effective Date of this Initiative, the City is directed to promptly take

all appropriate actions needed to implement this Initiative, including but not limited to taking any



administrative steps necessary to update any and all City ordinances, codes, maps, figures, and any
other documents maintained by the City so they conform to the legislative policies set forth in this
Initiative. 

B. Upon the Effective Date of this Initiative, the City Charter provisions of Section 3
of this Initiative are hereby inserted into the City Charter as set forth above. The City may
reorganize, renumber, and/ or reformat the City Charter to incorporate Section 3 of this Initiative, 
provided that the full text of each provision is inserted into the City Charter without alteration. 

C. The City Charter in effect on the date of filing of the Notice of Intention to Circulate
Petition (" Filing Date"), and the City Charter as amended by this Initiative, comprise an
integrated, internally consistent and compatible statement of policies for the City. To ensure that
the City Charter and other City policies and plans remain an integrated, internally consistent, and
compatible statement of policies for the City, any provision of the City Charter that is adopted
between the Filing Date and the Effective Date of the City Charter amendment adopted by this
Initiative shall, to the extent that such interim -enacted provision is inconsistent with or would
diminish, render invalid, defeat, or impair the City Charter amendment adopted by this Initiative, 

be amended as soon as possible and in the manner and time required by applicable law to ensure
consistency with this Initiative. 

Section 5. Effect of Other Measures on the Same Ballot. 

If this Initiative and another measure on the same subject matter appear on the same ballot, 

and a majority of the voters vote in favor of both measures but this Initiative receives more votes
than the other measure, this Initiative alone shall become valid, binding and adopted in its entirety, 
and the other measure shall be null and void in its entirety. If a majority of the voters vote in favor

of both measures but this Initiative receives less votes than the other measure, only those provisions
of the other measure that are in direct and irreconcilable conflict with the provisions of this
Initiative shall control, and all other provisions of this Initiative shall become valid, binding and
adopted. The voters expressly declare this to be their intent, regardless of any contrary language
in any other ballot measure. 

Section 6. Interpretation, Severability, and Legal Defense. 

A. This Initiative must be interpreted so as to be consistent with all federal and State

laws, rules, and regulations. If any section, sub -section, sentence, clause, phrase, part, or portion
of this Initiative is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a final judgment of a court of competent
jurisdiction, such decision does not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Initiative. 
The voters declare that this Initiative, and each section, sub -section, sentence, clause, phrase, part, 
or portion thereof, would have been adopted or passed irrespective of the fact that any one or more
sections, sub -sections, sentences, clauses, phrases, parts, or portions are found to be invalid. If

any provision of this Initiative is held invalid as applied to any person or circumstance, such
invalidity does not affect any application of this Initiative that can be given effect without the



invalid application. 

B. If any portion of this Initiative is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be
invalid, we the People of the City ofNewport Beach indicate our strong desire that: ( i) the Newport

Beach City Council use its best efforts to sustain and reenact that portion, and ( ii) the Newport
Beach City Council implement this Initiative by taking all steps possible to cure any inadequacies
or deficiencies identified by the court in a manner consistent with the express and implied intent
of this Initiative, including by presenting voters with an opportunity to adopt or reenact any such

portion in a manner consistent with this Initiative. 

C. This Initiative must be broadly construed in order to achieve the purposes stated
above. It is the intent of the voters that the provisions of this Initiative be interpreted or
implemented by the City and others in a manner that facilitates the purpose set forth in this
Initiative. 

D. The People of the City of Newport Beach desire that this amendment to the City

Charter, if approved by the voters and thereafter challenged in court, be defended by the City. The
People, by approving this City Charter amendment, hereby declare that the proponent( s) of this
City Charter amendment have a direct and personal stake in defending it from constitutional or
statutory challenges to its validity or implementation. In the event the City fails to defend this City
Charter amendment, or the City fails to appeal an adverse judgment against its constitutionality, 

statutory permissibility or implementation, in whole or in part, in any court of law, the proponents
shall be entitled to assert their direct personal stake by defending its validity and implementation
in any court of law, shall be empowered by the People through this measure to act as agents of the
People, and shall be entitled to recover their reasonable attorney' s fees from the City ofNewport
Beach. 

Section 7. Amendment or Repeal. 

The City Charter as amended and adopted by Section 3 of this Initiative can be amended or
repealed only by a majority of the voters of the City voting in an election held in accordance with
applicable State and City law. For the avoidance of doubt, this Section only limits the power to
amend the City Charter provisions as amended and adopted by Section 3 and does not limit the
power of the City to amend or repeal other portions of the City Charter or Newport Beach
Municipal Code in a manner that is consistent with this Initiative and other applicable law. 

Section 8. Judicial Enforcement. 

Any aggrieved person shall have the right to bring an action to enjoin any violation of this Initiative
or to enforce the duties imposed on the City by this Initiative. The proponents of this Initiative

may defend the provisions of this Initiative in any litigation brought to challenge the Initiative
consistent with Section 6 of this Initiative. 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA } 

COUNTY OF ORANGE } ss. 

CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH } 

I, Lena Shumway, City Clerk of the City of Newport Beach, California, do hereby certify

that the whole number of members of the City Council is seven; the foregoing Resolution No. 2026-64 was

duly adopted by the City Council of said City at a regular meeting held on the 25th day of August, 2026, by

the following vote, to wit: 

AYES: Mayor Lauren Kleiman, Mayor Pro Tem Noah Blom, Councilmember Joe Stapleton, 

Councilmember Sara J. Weber, Councilmember Erik Weigand

NAYS: Councilmember Michelle Barto, Councilmember Robyn Grant

RECUSED: None

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed the official seal of said

City this 26th day of August, 2026. 

Lena Shumway
City Clerk
City of Newport Beach, California
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026- 67

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY

OF NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA, CALLING FOR

AND GIVING NOTICE OF A GENERAL MUNICIPAL

ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 

2028, TO SUBMIT TO THE VOTERS AN INITIATIVE

MEASURE PROPOSING TO AMEND THE CITY

CHARTER TO REQUIRE CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS BE

ELECTED BY VOTERS RESIDING WITHIN THE

DISTRICT THE COUNCIL MEMBER REPRESENTS AND

REQUESTING THE ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF

SUPERVISORS CONSOLIDATE THE GENERAL

MUNICIPAL ELECTION WITH THE STATEWIDE

GENERAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON THE SAME

DATE

WHEREAS, Section 1003 of the Charter of the City of Newport Beach (" City
Charter") states that the provisions of the Elections Code of the State of California

Elections Code"), as the same now exist or hereafter may be amended, which governs
initiatives, shall apply to the use thereof in the City of Newport Beach (" City") so far as

such provisions of the Elections Code are not in conflict with the provisions of the Charter; 

WHEREAS, on April 17, 2026, pursuant to Elections Code Section 9202, the City
was served with a Notice of Intention to Circulate Petition, a Proponent' s Signed

Statement, and a copy of a proposed initiative to establish new Charter requirements

modifying City Charter provisions to require that City Council Members be elected by

voters residing within the district the Council Member represents, instead of by all City of
Newport Beach voters ('` Initiative"); 

WHEREAS, on April 30, 2026, pursuant to Elections Code Section 9203, the City

Attorney prepared a summary of the Initiative with the following ballot title: " Initiative to

Eliminate Citywide Voting for City Council and Require District -Based Elections"; 

WHEREAS, on August 25, 2026, certification was presented to the City Council
that not less than fifteen percent of the registered voters of the City signed the petition for
the Initiative; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Elections Code Section 9255( c), if an initiative petition is
signed by not less than fifteen percent of the registered voters of a city, that city shall
submit the measure to the voters at an established statewide general, statewide primary, 
or regularly scheduled municipal election pursuant to Sections 1200, 1201, or 1301

occurring not less than 88 days after the date of the order of election; 
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WHEREAS, Section 1200 of the Elections Code provides that "[ t] he statewide

general election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of
each even -numbered year," which is the same date for the holding of municipal elections

pursuant to Charter Section 1000; 

WHEREAS, the next statewide general election that is more than 88 days after
the date of the order of election is November 7, 2028; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Charter Sections 1000, 1002, and 1003 and Elections

Code Section 9255, the City Council of the City of Newport Beach desires to call and give
notice of a General Municipal Election to be held on Tuesday, November 7, 2028, for the

purpose of submitting to the registered voters of the City of Newport Beach an initiative

measure proposing to amend the City Charter to modify City Charter provisions to require

that City Council Members be elected by voters residing within the district the Council
Member represents, instead of by all City of Newport Beach voters. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Newport Beach, California, 
does resolve, declare, determine and order as follows: 

Section 1: Pursuant to the California Constitution Article XI, Government Code

Section 34450 et seq., City Charter Sections 1000, 1002, and 1003 and Elections Code
Sections 9255 et seq., there is hereby called and ordered to be held in the City of Newport
Beach, California, on Tuesday, November 7, 2028, a general municipal election for the
purpose of submitting to the registered voters of the City of Newport Beach an initiative

measure proposing to amend the City Charter to modify City Charter provisions to require

that City Council Members be elected by voters residing within the district the Council
Member represents, instead of by all City of Newport Beach voters. 

Section 2: The City Council does hereby order submitted to the registered

voters of the City of Newport Beach at the general municipal election on Tuesday, 
November 7, 2028, the following question: 
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IUJT

CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH CHARTER

AMENDMENT
Yes

Shall the measure amending the City of Newport Beach
Charter to require that City Council members be elected

by voters residing within the district the Council member
represents, instead of by all City of Newport Beach No

voters, be adopted? 

Section 3: The text of the Initiative and proposed amendment to the City Charter
is attached hereto as Exhibit " A," and incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 4: The vote requirement for the ballot measure to pass is a majority
50% + 1) of the votes cast. 

Section 5: The ballots to be used at the election shall be in form and content as

required by law. 

Section 6: The City hereby requests, pursuant to Elections Code Section

10403, that the Orange County Board of Supervisors consent and agree to the
consolidation of the General Municipal Election with the statewide general election to be

held on Tuesday, November 7, 2028, for the purpose of submitting to the registered voters

of the City of Newport Beach an initiative measure proposing to amend the City Charter
to modify City Charter provisions to require that City Council Members be elected by

voters residing within the district the Council Member represents, instead of by all City of
Newport Beach voters. 

Section 7: The City recognizes that additional costs will be incurred by the

County of Orange by reason of consolidation, and the City agrees to reimburse the County
of Orange for such costs. 

Section 8: The City Clerk is authorized, instructed, and directed to contract with

the County of Orange to procure and furnish all services, official ballots, notices, printed
matter and all supplies, equipment, and paraphernalia that may be necessary to properly

and lawfully conduct the election. 

Section 9: In accordance with the provisions of law governing statewide general
elections, including Elections Code Section 10418, the precincts, ballot drop box

locations, vote center locations, hours of operation, vote -by -mail procedures and timing, 
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the election officers, and all other services, staff, and procedures for the general municipal

election shall be the same as those utilized by the County of Orange and in compliance
with the Elections Code of the State of California. 

Section 10: In all particulars not recited in this resolution, the election shall be

held and conducted as provided by law for the holding of municipal elections. 

Section 11: Notice of the time and place of holding the election is given and the

City Clerk is authorized, instructed, and directed to give further or additional notice of the
election, the time, and in the form, and manner as required by law. 

Section 12: The City Clerk shall certify the passage and adoption of this
resolution and enter it into the book of original resolutions. 

Section 13: The City Council authorizes the City Clerk to administer said election

and all reasonable and actual election expenses shall be paid by the City of Newport
Beach upon presentation of a properly submitted bill. 

Section 14: The Orange County Elections Official is hereby authorized to

canvass the returns of the general municipal election. 

Section 15: The City Clerk shall receive the canvass from the Orange County
Elections Official as it pertains to the Initiative and shall timely certify the results to the

City Council in accordance with law. 

Section 16: If the voters approve the Initiative to amend the City Charter to modify

City Charter provisions to require that City Council Members be elected by voters residing
within the district the Council Member represents, instead of by all City of Newport Beach
voters, the Initiative shall be adopted in accordance with Elections Code Section 9269 or

as otherwise required by law. 

Section 17: The City Clerk shall deliver certified copies of this resolution, 

including the full text of the measure attached hereto as Exhibit " A," to the Clerk of the

Board of Supervisors of Orange County and the Orange County Registrar of Voters. 

Section 18: In the case of City of Newport Beach et al. v. Newport Beach

Stewardship Association, et al., Orange County Superior Court Case No. 30- 2026- 

01559183, the trial court' s minute order purports to order the City Council to "[ e] xercise

its/ their discretion to decide at which election the three [ charter amendment] initiatives will

be placed on the ballot" and orders that "[ i] f the decision is made to place the three
initiatives on a ballot other than the November 2026 ballot," the City Council " shall provide

an explanation why in their return to the peremptory writ of mandate[.]" The trial court' s

minute order also purports to find that " the need for a 10 -day public examination period
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pursuant to Elections Code section 9295] should not impact the City' s Council' s

discretionary determination at its next meeting regarding these initiatives[.]" 

To avoid an argument that the City Council' s action to call the elections is

voluntary compliance" with the court' s order, the City Council finds that it is being

compelled to take the action calling the elections for the initiative and associated actions. 
The trial court has stated its intention to hold the City and City Council in contempt should
the City Council fail to put the initiatives on a ballot. Believing itself to be compelled to

vote to place the initiatives on a ballot upon threat of a contempt, the City Council

exercises only the discretion afforded to it by the court' s order concerning the election at
which the initiative is to be considered and places the initiative on the November 7, 2028, 
ballot. The City Council' s action does not constitute voluntary acquiescence in or

acceptance of the correctness or validity of the court' s ruling. 

Neither the City or City Council waives any claim, defense, objection, argument, 
appellate right, or request for relief arising from or relating to the court' s order, the

resulting judgment or writ of mandate, for the City Council' s compelled compliance with

the court' s orders including, any appellate proceeding in Orange County Superior Court
Case No. 30- 2026- 01559183 or Case No. 30- 2026- 01580961 ( City of Newport Beach et

al. v. Robert Page, in his Official Capacity as Registrar of Voters, et al.). The City and City
Council expressly reserve all such remedies and finds there is no intention to render any

part of any appeal moot. 

Section 19: The recitals provided in this resolution are true and correct and are

incorporated into the operative part of this resolution. 

Section 20: If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this

resolution is, for any reason, held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not

affect the validity or constitutionality of the remaining portions of this resolution. The City

Council hereby declares that it would have passed this resolution, and each section, 
subsection, sentence, clause or phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or
more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases are declared invalid or
unconstitutional. 

Section 21: The City Council finds the adoption of this resolution is not subject to
the California Environmental Quality Act (" CEQA") pursuant to Public Resources Code
Section 21080( b)( 1) because submission to the voters of a voter -sponsored initiative is a

ministerial duty required by Elections Code Section 9215, and is therefore not subject to
CEQA pursuant to Sections 15060( c)( 1) ( the activity does not involve the exercise of

discretionary powers by a public agency), 15060( c)( 3) ( the activity is not a project as
defined in Section 15378), and 15060( c)( 2) ( the activity will not result in a direct or
reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment) of the CEQA

Guidelines, California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3. 
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Section 22: This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the
City Council, and the City Clerk shall certify the vote adopting the resolution. 

ADOPTED this 25th day of August, 2026. 

Lauren Kleiman

Mayor

ATTEST: 

Lena Shumwa

City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

CITY ATTORNEY' S OFFICE

c. 
Aaro C. Harp
City Attorney

Attachment: Exhibit A — District Voting Initiative
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IN11IAT1VE MEASURE TO BE BUBMI!'l'El) I)lltl!:C'r:L Y TO TIIE YOTEES 

The Pllopfo of the City of Newport Ba,1cl:i do bel'eby ordauus follows; 

See!ion. l. Title 

Th[s initiative meli.Sl!re shall be known !IS· the "Home JJilltricl: Voting Initiative'' {!he 
"Initiative"), 

SectionZ, Purpose and Findings. 

A. Putpose. Tl:tis: Initiative seeks t(J e111mneetheJeadembip and governun¢eo.fNewpottl3each 
by eusul'lng City Council Membe£s ;1re directly accountable to the residents living witl,in their 
Districts. Currently; tbe Charter ofthe City orNewpoxtBeach ("Ch:111-ter") provides for "At largti'' 
voting, where v.oters aotoss the entire City ot'Newport Beach. oleet each City Council Mernb~r, 
regardless of where voters live. This. Initiative amends the Chaitert(l enact "dMrict:voting, "which 
ensures all City Council members arliel ected directly by the i:esk!ents that live inside theirDilrtriCI, 

B. Findings. The residents of the City ofNewportBeach find that this Initiative promotes the 
pubUe interest in light ofits purpose and the following facts and (}ircumstnlices: 

1. The Disn:i<rt VotimJ Initiative provides a trtore democrlltic election su11cll,lre, 
granting the opportunity for each :Oisttfot to pick their specific Co1.mcil Membe1·. 

t, Many cities and countles thro11ghoutC1ili:!'ol'nia mre distrfotvoting to groat success .. 
D!s!l'lct voting tends to make localvoter~ ke!,tnote ltivested in local elections. • 

3. Under the current election syb~m, ~m11ller Districts, have less effective and less 
direct representation 011 the CitY Counoit Dfrect v11ting a11d :representation allows elected 
repteaentatlvea to be more re&pn1:1,~ive to the speui:fic. lasues 1!11dlmique co11ee1·ns facing theil· 
District. 

4. This Initiative would iiunplify the voting proces$ for all Newport Beach voterili .!\Ii 
voters would be able to £deus 01uy on the candidates that rcpro~entthllir Disttict, not caudida.tes 
that piioritlze or represent other Districts. 

5. Tbis Initiatiwrecogulzea tbe wtue ot'havlug CityCotintiilmernbei;s that ai-1HtW11te 
of and cai'l.prornptly respond to tl:le'e9n,oliltna ct!aUDis!l'icl;s acros$Newpc:JJtBeach, '.l'hrough direct 
and localized ,election~. this Initi:itivil i:iuiloos City Courtoil Men1bers directly acicoutitnbletn tho 
Distl:i◊tthat they arc intended to represem. 

6, Distrl!lt ca~~lgiia, ipstead Qt Clfy,viqe carnpnigl)S, <:atl cost foss, crenting, 
oppo~1:Uniti0s :for naw candidateS: !)1i.d lllildex~l\tp .. Diiltrfotcompai~ wo\lld alsQ ma!<<: it casler foi 
candii:latesc tq ii,11gage dh·e6t!y with cl\JC!c0t$111. their District, improving, o!Vi¢ e1ll;!/11!\\\lnent • 
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7. This I11itiative is in the best interest of the people ofNowport Beach, 

Sei:ti.on 3. Anie.ndm!!nt atidAdditM1 to the Cltiirtei'ofthll Ci/)! efNewpoi'I Belic/1, 

The voters hereby amend and Section 400 (titled, "Elective Officers") of the City Chattel' as 
follows (new language is shown in.!Jl1!:!erlined :text nud deleted text shown in !1%1'ileet-hi'ffilg!Hlll!'t): 

'I11e elective officers of the City shall consist of a City Council of seven membel'S. 
Candidates Jor City Cotmcil ilhall be nominated from and by the electors of each ofthe 
seven distriots refe11·ed to in Aitiele X of this Chnrter and 011e shall be elected from each of 
such districts by the voters ofth.e Gily at lal'ge that district at the times and in the 1fi!IMer 
provided in this Chart~r. Ties 111 voting among candidates for office shall bti settled by the 
ca1!ting of!ots, 

Alternatively, and successively, four four-year terms shall be :!i:lfod at one general 
111u11icipal election andtlu:ee four-year terms at the next s11ch election, consistent with the 
sequence oftenns of Copncil members existing 011the effective date of this ame11dment, 

The term of o:f'fice shall be four yeflr$. The term of each City Council member shall 
0011Unence on the elate of the City Council meeting, following his or her election, at which 
the council receives the certification of election resµlts :from the City Clei:k. 

$ectio11 4. Implementatio11 of thls Jnltiative. 

A This J'nltiative is considered adopted and effective upo11 the eadiest date legally 
po~sible after tl1e elections offioiaJ c~tt!fies the vote on th~ Initiative by the voters of the City (the 
"ltffectiveDate"). Upon the Effecth•o Date of this Initiative, the Cityis directed to promptly take 
all appropriate actions needecT to hnplo11:ient this Initiative, ilioluding but 11ot limited to taking any 
acTministratlve steps necessary to update any and. all City ordinances, codes, maps, fjg111·es, and any 
other documo11ts tnalntained by the City so 1hey co!1form tQ the legislative policies set :f'ol'th in this 
Initiative. 

B. Upon th(} Effective Date oflhis Initiative, the Ci!j• Charter provisions of l.,eqtiou 3 
of this :Initiative are hereby inserted into t!1e City Charter as set forth above. Tl1e City may 
reorga11ize, 1·e11umhe1, and/or refor111af: the City Cha.rter to incorporate Section 3 ofthls Initiative, 
provicTedtlJat tbe fulf tel¢ of ea<,h provision is mserted into thi:1 City ChnrtC:l1' without alteration. 

C. The City Charter in effect on the date ofl'lllng of the Notice oflntention to Circulate 
Petition 0'Fillng Date''), and the City Chicl!:ter a~ all)ended by tl1is Initiative, comp!ise an 
b1tegmtecT, :i11ternally consistent and ~ompatiblo staterneJ1t of policies for the City. To ensure that 
tiw City Charter an~ other City policies and plans remmn llli · Integrated, internally oonsisterit,. ancT 
corupatihle statement ofpoliqies for the City, any provision of the City Charterthat ls adoptecT 
between the Filing Date imd the Efl:eetivc Date ofthe City Cfairter arnendme11t adopted b~ this 
!niti~tlve sha\l, to the e~tent that snch int~;im-enaoted pr9vislo11 ls l11co11sistent with w would 

' diminish, re11det invalid, defeat, 01· iinpnfr the City Charter ai11.andmeiit adopted by this Initiative, 
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be amended as soon as possible and lo, the manner and time requited by npplicable law to emrore 
QOJlllistenny with thfa Initiative, 

Seetion 5. 

lfthisioJtiatlve and anothermeasnre on th,e same snbject1nattel'appear on the,sameballot, 
·and a rrmjotity- of the voters vote in£avor of both ineasures bot this Initiative receives more votes 
than the other measure, this li1itlative alone shall b09ome valld, binding: and adopted in its entirety, 
and the otller measure shall be null !llld void in its entirety. If a majority oftb.e voters vote. iii favor 
of both measures but tltisJnitiativ,e receives less votes than the other measure, only those provisions. 
of the othw meruiuro ihat are in dlreot and hteconcilable conflict with the provisions of this 
Initiati~ shall control, and all other provfoiona of this Illitiative shai! become valid, bin<linfand. 
adopted. The voters exprass!y declare this to be their intent, regardless of any contrary language 
in any other bal1ot measure. 

Secti!,n 6, foterpretatlon, Severability, and Legal Detens~ 

,A. 111ls Initiative must bo interpratcd so as to be consistent with all federal and State 
laws, rules, and regulations. If any section, sub-section, sentence, olause, phrase, part, or portion 
of fhisinitiativeis held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a finaljudgmentof a qourt of competent 
jurisdictkm, such decision does not affect the validity of the remaining.portio11s oflhis Initiative. 
Tlw voters declare that this Initiative, and each section, sub-section, selite11ce, clause, phrase, part, 
or poxtion tliereof, would have.been adopted or passed imispective of tlm facttbatany one onnore 
sections, sub-sections, sentences, clauses, phrases, parts, Qr portions are found to be Invalid., H' 
aoy provision of th.is :Initiative ls held invalid as applied to any person or clreumstance, -s11ch 
lnvaliclify does not affect any applieetion of this Inittirtive 1hat cnn be given effect without tbe 
invalid application. 

J3, If any portion of this Initiative is held by a court of competentJurisdictlon to ht: 
i!1Valid, we the People of the Ciiy·ofNewporf Beach indicate our strong: desire tbat; (i) tbeNewpoj 
Beach City Counc.il 1.lllC lts best efforts to sustiull and re-enn<..1: that ,il011lon, and (ii) the Newj'.lort 
Beach Ciiy Cowcii ixnplement this liiitiative by taking. llll ateps possible to cure !lny inadequacies 
or deficiencies i<:lentifiecl by ilie eo,ittin i\ mantier.eons1stent with tbe expr¢ss !llld implied intent 
ofthis fnitiative, mch.iding by presenting, votem with an. opportunity to adopt or reenact any such 
portion. !ti a rnaro1er consll!tent with thisJnlti«tive. 

C. 'I11is. Illitlative n1ust be broadly construed in order to achieve the purposes: sl;ated l 
above, rt is the intent of th!l voters. that tb.e provisi.Qns bl: this Initiative he inte1:preted ,or ,. 
:hnplemented by thi:I City iind othet'!I in a lllllttner that fitcilil:ate.~ fue, purpos!l n'1t forth in this 
Inltl11tlve.. 

ll. The People of thB City of Newport Bettoh de$irn that this runl.\indn'ient to the City 
Charter, lf IIP,!)l'oved by the voters ami 1:herea:full' challeng¢d m c9urt, be clefimded by the City .. The 
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People, by approving this City Chatter mne1ldment, lter~b)' declare that the proponent(s) • of this 
City Chaiter amendment have a direct !!t1d personal stake in defending it from constit11tio11al or 
statuto1-y cballeng,is to its validity or impleine11tation, m the evet1tthe City fails to defen4 this City 
Charter amendu1ent, or tho City fails to appeal an adve1·se judgment agnillst its constit11tionalily, 
statutory pem:ussihillty 01· linplementation, in whole or in pmt, in any com:t of law, the proponents 
shail po entitled to assort their c!ireot personal stal<e by defellding its validity and implememation 
itt a1iy court of law, sllall be empowered by the People through thts measure to act as agents ofthe 
People, and shall be entitled to recover their reasonable attorney's fees from the City of Newport 
Beach, • 

Section 7. Amendment ot Repeal, 

The City Charter as amended and adopted hy Section 3 of this Initiative can be lllJlended 01· 

repealed 011ly by a majority of the voters oftlle City voting in an election held in accordance witl1 
applicable State and City law. For the avoidance of doubt, this Section only limits the power to 
amend the City Churter provisions l!!I amended and adopted by Sgction 3 and does not limit the 
powe1· of the City to amend or repeal other portions 9fthe City Charter or Newport Beach 
Municipal Code i!'.l amannerthat is consistent with this Initiative nnd other applicable law. 

Section S. Judicial Enforcement, 

Any aggrieved person shall have the 1ightto bring au action to enjoin any violatio!l of this Initiative 
or to enforce tl1e d1tties imposed on the City by this Inltiative, The proponents of this Initiative 
inay defe11d the provisions of this. Initiative in any litigation brought to challenge the Initiative 
consistent with Section 6 of this In.itiative, 
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STATE OFCALIFORNIA 
CO.UNTY OF ORANGE; 
CITY OFNEWPORfElEACH 

l 
J 
I 

r, Lena Shumway, City Clerlp:if tne City of Newport B11ach, Ciilffornla, do hareby certify 

that the Whole numllar ot mt1rnl:)ars t>ftl1E1 City Oouncil ii! i,eiven: the fotegoiti1fResolut1on No. 2026-lJ7•wa~ 

duly adopti!d by the City Council ohald City at a reguliir me!!:ltlng hlilld on1he 2!:ith day of August, 2026, by 

the folloWlrtQ vote, to wit: 

A YES: Mayor Lauren Kleimi,n, Mayot Pro Tetn Neir;ih B!orn, c;ouncllmember Jot! Staplatpn, 
. C:Puncilmember Sara J. ,Weber,. Courtollmambet Erik Weigand 

NAYS.: Cpuncllm!'lmber Mii:lhalte Barto, Councllm!lmber Rqbyn Grant 
RECUSEP: None 

INWITNESS. WHEREOF, I hava herei.rntQ subsdrlb.,d my name and affixed the ofl!cial seal of !!£Jkl 

City this 261h d~y 1:1f Augu~t, ;!dW, 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026•70 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY. COUNCIL OF THE crrv 
OF NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA, CALLING FOR 
AND GIVING NOTICE OF A GENERAL MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 
2028, TO SUBMIT TO THE VOTERS • AN INITIATIVE 
MEASURE PROPOSING TO AMEND THE CITY 
CHARTER TO ESTABLISH NEW CHARTER 
REQUIREMENTS GOVERNING PUBLIC MEETINGS, 
PUBLIC. RECORDS, GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT, AND 
ENFORCEMENT AND REQUESTING THE ORANGE 
COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CONSOLIDATE 
THE GENERALMUNICIPAL ELECTION WITH THE 
STATEWIDE GENERAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON 
THE SAME DATE 

WHEREAS, Section 1003 of the Charter of the City of Newport Beach ("City 
Charter") states that the provisions of the Elections Code of the State of California 
("Elections Code"), as the same now exist or hereafter may be amended, which governs 
initiatives, shall apply to the. use thereof in the City of Newport Beach ("City") so far as 
such provisions of the Elections Code are not tn conflict With the provisions of the Charter; 

WHEREAS, on December 23, 2025, pursuant to Elections Code Section 9202, 
the City was 1,eived with a Notioo of Intention to Circulate Petition, a Proponent's Signed 
Statement, and a copy of a proposed initiative to establish new Charter requirements 
governing public meetings, public rocords, government oversight, and enforcement 
("Initiative"); 

WHEREAS, on April 30, 2026, pursuant to Elections Code Section 9203, the City 
Attorney prepared a summary of the Initiative with the following ballot title: "Initiative 
Establishing Charter Provisions Governing Public Meetings, Public Records, and 
Government Oversight, in Addition to Those Requirements Provided for Under State 
Law"; 

WHEREAS, on August 25, 2026, certification was presented to the City Council 
that not less than fifteen percent pf thEI; r~glste~edvoters of the City signed the petition .for 
the Initiative; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to erections Code Section 9255(c), If an lnitiatM;1 petition is 
signed by not less thfln fifteen percent ofthe registered voters of a city, that city shall 
submit the measure to the voter$ at an established statewide genera[, statewide primary, 
or regularly scheduled municipal election pursuant fo Sections 1200, 1201, or 1301 
occurring not less than 88 days after the date of the order of election; 
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WHERE;AS, Section 1200 of the Elections Code provides that "[t]he statewide 
general election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday In November of 
each even-numbered year,• which is the same date for the holding of municipal elections 
pursuant to Charter Section 1.0QO; 

WHEREAS, the next statewide general election that Is more than 88 days after 
the date of the order of election Is November 7, 2028; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Charter Sections 1000, 1002, and 1003 and Elections 
Code Section 9255, the City Council of the City of Newport Beach desires to call and give 
notice of a General Municipal Election to be held on Tuesday, November 7, 2028, for the 
purpose of submitting to the registered voters of the City of Newport Beach an Initiative 
measure proposing to amend the City Charter to establlsh new Charter requirements 
governing publio meetings, publio reoords, government oversight, and enforcement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City Of Newport Beach, California, 
does resolve, declare, determine and order as follows: 

Section 1: Pursuant to the California Constitution Article Xi, Government Code 
Section 34450 at seq., City Charter Sections 1000, 1002, and 1003 and Elections Code 
Sections 9255 etseq., there is hereby called and ordered to be held in th.a City of Newport 
Beach, California, on Tuesday, November 7, 2028, a general municipal election for the 
purpose of submitting to the registered voters of the City of Newport Beach an initiative 
measure proposing to amend the City Charter to establish new Charter requirements 
governing public meetings, public records, governm~mt oversight, and enforcement. 

Section 2: 'The City Council does hereby order submitted to the registered 
voters of the City of Newport Beach at the general munlcfpal election on Tuesday, 
Nov13ml:)er 7, 2026, the following question: 
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MEASURE_ 

CITY OF NEWPORt BEACH CHARTER AMENDMENT 

Shall the measure amending the City of Newport Beach Charter 
to establish new Charter requirements governing public 
meE1tlngs, public records, government oversight, • and 
enforcement, be adopted? 

Yes 

,__ _ _,, 

No 

Section 3: The text of the Initiative and proposed amendmentto the City Charter 
is attached hereto as Exhibit "A,'' and incorporated herein by this reference, 

Section 4: The vote requirement for the ballot measure to pass Is a majority 
(50% +1) ofthe votes cast 

Section 5: The ballots to be used at the election shall be In form and content as 
required by law. 

Section 6: The City hereby requests, purilliant to Electrons Code Section 
10403, that the Orange County Board of Supervisors consent and agree to the 
consolidation of the General Municipal Election with the statewide general election to be 
held on Tuesday, November 7, 2028, for the purpose Of submitting to the registered voters 
of the City of Newport Beach an initiative measure proposing to· amend the City Charter 
to establish new Charter requirements governing public meetings, public records, 
government oversight, and enforcement. 

Section 1; The City recognizes that additlonal costs will be incurred by the 
County of Orange by reason of consolidation, and the City agrees to reimburse the County 
of Orange for such costs. 

Section s: The City Clerk is authorized, Instructed, and d1racted to contract with 
the County of Orange to procure and furnish all services, official ballots, notices, printed 
matter and all suppUes, equipment, and paraphernalia that may be necessary to properly 
and lawfully conduct the election. 
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Section 9: In accordance with the provisions of law governing statewide general 
elections, l!icluding Elec!lons Code Section 10418, the precincts, ballot drop box 
locations, vote center locations, hours of operation, vote-by-mail procedures and timing, 
the election officers, and all other services, staff, and procedures for the general municipal 
election shall be the same as those utilized by the County of Orange and in compliance 
with the Elections Code of the State of California. 

Section 10: In all particulars not reciti'ld in this resolution, the election shall be 
held and conducted as provided by law for the holding of municipal elections. 

Section 11: Notice of the time and place of holding the election Is given and the 
City Clerk is authorized, Instructed, and directed to give further or additional notice of the 
election, the time, and In the form, and manner as required by law. 

Section 12: The City Cieri< shall certify the passage and adoption of this 
resolution and enter It into the book of origfnal resolutions. 

Section 13: The City Council authorizes the City Clerk to administer said election 
and all reasonable and actual electlon expenses shall be pafd by the City of Newport 
Beach upon presentation of a properly submitted bill, 

Section 14: The Orange County Elections Official Is hereby authorized to 
canvass the returns of the general munlcipal election. 

Section 15: The City Clerk shal! receive the canvass from the Orange County 
Elections Official as it pertains to the Initiative and shall timely certify the results to the 
City Council In accordance with law. 

Section 16: If the voters approve the Initiative to amend the City Charter to 
establish new Charter requirermmts governing public meetings, public records, 
government oversight, and enforcement, the Initiative shall be adopted in accordance 
with Efectlons Code Section 9269 or as otherwise required by law. 

SectiQn 17: The City Clerk shall deliver certified copies of this resolution, 
Including the full text of the measure attached hereto as Exhibit "A," to the Clerk of the 
Board of Supervisors of Orange County and the Orange County Regh;trar of Voters. 

Section 18: lri the case of City of Newport Beach et a!. v. Newport Beach 
Stewardship Association, et al., Orange County Superior Court Case No. 30-2026-
0155!:]183, the trial court's minute order purports to order the City Council to "[e]xercise 
its/their discretion to decide at which election the three [charter amendment] Initiatives will 
be placed on the ballot" and orders that "O]f the.decision is made to place the three 
Initiatives on a ballot other than the Novernber2026 ballot," the City Council "shall provlda 
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an explanation why in their return to the peremptory writ of mandate[.l" The trial court's 
minute order also purports to find that ''the need for a 10-day public examination period 
(pursuant to Elections Code se9tlon 9295] should not impact the City's Council's 
discretionary determination at its next meeting regarding these Initiatives[,]" 

To avoid an argum!;lnt that the City Council's action to call the elections is 
"voluntary compliance• with the court's order, the City Council finds that it Is being 
compelled to take the action calllng the elections for the initiative and associated actions, 
The trial court has stated its Intention to hold the City and City Councll in contempt should 
the City Council fall to put the initiatives on a ballot. BelleVing itself to be compelled· to 
vote to place the initiatives on a ballot upon threat of a contempt, the City Council 
exercises onfy the discretion afforded to It by the court's order concerning the election at 
which the Initiative is to be considered and places the lnltiatlve on the November 7, 2028, 
ballot. The City Council's action does not constitute voluntary acquiescence in or 
acceptance of the correctness or validity of the court's ruling. 

Neither the City or City Council waives any claim, defense, obJectron, argument, 
appellate r1ght, or request for ,relief arising from or relating to the court's order, the 
r.esulling judgment or writ Qfmandate, for the City Council's compelled compliance with 
the courrs orders including, any appellate proceeding in Orange County Superior Court 
Case No. 30·2026-01559183 or Case No. 30·2028-01580981 (City of Newport Beach et 
al. v. Roberl. Page, In his Offloial Capacity as RegistrarofVoters, et al.). The City and City 
Council expressly reserve all such remedies and finds there is no intention to render any 
part of any appeal moot 

Section 19: The recitals provided 1n this resolution are true and correct and are 
incorporated Into the operative part of this resolution. 

Section 20: If any sectfon, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this 
resolution Is, for any reason, held to .be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not 
affect the validity or constitutionality of the remaining portions of thls resolution. The City 
Council hereby declares that it would have passed this resolution, and each section, 
subsection, sentence, clause or phrase hereof, irre$pective of thi:l fact that any one or 
more secllons, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases are declared Invalid or 
uncont:1titutlonat 

Section 21: The City Council finds the adoption ofthis resolution Is not subject to 
the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEOA") purauant to Public Res9urce1:1 Code 
Section :21080(b)(1) because submission to the voters ofa: voter-sp<;msgredinitlative is a 
mlnisteri1;1I duty required by Elections Code Section 9215, and Is therefore not subjectto 
CEOA pursuant to Sections 16060(c)(1) (the activity does not involve the exercil:le of 
.discretionary powers by a. public agency), 15060(c)(3) (the activity Is not a .project as 
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defined [n $ectron 1.5378), and 16060(0)(2) (the activity will not result In a direct or 
reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment) of t.he CEQA 
Guidelines, California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3. 

Section 22: This resolution shall take effect immediately upon Its adoption by the 
City Council, and the City Clerk shall certify the vote adopting the resolution. 

ADOPTED this 25th day of August, 2026. 

ATTEST: 

l~~ 
City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

CITY ::c~ Or:__ 

Aa C. H<-1rp 
City Attorney 

Lauren Kleiman 
Mayor 

Attachment:. Exhibit A- Public Meetings/Records Initiative 
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INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE VOTERS 

The People of the City ofNewpoit Beach do hereby ordain as follows; 

Se11tion 1, Title 

This initiative measure shall be known as the "Sunshine and Govel'llmental Trrmspareney 
Initiative". 

Section 2. Purpose and Findings. 

A. PL1.rpose. This Tnitintivo seeks to provide more transparency and acnountability to City of 
Newport Beach ("City") leadership and governance by amending and adding various provisions 
to the Chrutel' of the City of Newport Beach ("City Charter"). 

B. Fllldiugs, The People of the City ofNewport Beacl1 find: 

(l) 
public. 

Government's duty is to serve the public, reaeltlng its decisions in full view of the 

(2) BI~cted o:f:fioinls, departments, commissions, boards, councils and other bodies of 
the City exist to conduct the People's business. The People do not cede to these entities the l'ight 
to decide what the People should know about the operations of theh· local govemment. 

(3) Although California J1as a Jong tradition of laws designed to protect the public's 
neee{!s to the workings of government, every generation of govemmental leaders includes officials 
who .feel comfortable coJ1due!ing the People's business away fron1 the scrntiny of those who elect 
aJ1d employ them. Technology Qffers public officials additional Ways to hide the making of public 
policy from the public. As government evolve~, so tao must the laws designed to ensure that 
process remruns visible. 

(4) The right of the People to know what their govemment and those acting on behalf 
-0f th;ih- gover1m1ent are doing is fundameiital to democ1·acy, and with very f:ew exceptions, tlint 
right supersedes lll1Y other polfoy interest that would prevent public access to infom1ation, Only iu 
ve1y rnre and unusual circumstances does the . public benefit from allowing the business of 
government to be conducted in sectet, nod those circumst!ll1ces should be carefully and 11arrowly 
defmed to prevent public o:f:ficlals :from abushlg their authority. 

(5) Private entities, individual.s, empli;iyees and officials of the City have rights to 
privacy that mu~t be respected. }:l:owevet, when a person or t;lltity is before a policy body, that 
person, and the public, hes the right to an open md public process. 
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(6) Pnblio officials who attempt to conduct the public's business in secret should be 
held accountable f<i1: their actions. Only II strong open government and Stmsbine Ordinmce, 
enforced by a strong Sunshine Task Force, can prnte!.lt the public's interest in open government. 

(7) The People of Newport Beach enact these amendment!!, to assure that the People of 
the City remain in control of the gOW!'llment they have created. 

Amendments and Additions to fhoNewport Beaclt City CltflJ'ter. 

Sections 409.1 tlmiugh 409.17, Sections 409.50 through 409.63, and Sections 409.70 through 
Section 409. 76 collectively are tl1t, "SnnsWno Orcllnmtce''. 

The vote1:s hereby f1doptSectio11409.l {''Defil!.itions") of the City Charter; 

"Defi11itiona"; Whenever my pl'Oviaion of the Sunshine Ordinance uses the following 
words ox phl'flses, those words or phrases shall hnve the following meanings: 

(1) "City'' shall llli'lflll tire City ofNewpo1t Beach. 

{2) ''Departme11t" shall meat1 a11y department or divisio11 of the City ofNewport 
Beach. 

(3) ''.Meeting" shall mean lilly of the followillg:. 

(i) A congregation of a majority of the members of a Policy Body at 
the same time and 11lace; 1111d 

(il) A series of gatherings, each of whlch involves less than fl majorlty 
ofa Policy Body, to hear, discuss ot deliberate upon any item that is within 
the subject mattlill' jurisdlctim1 of tl1e City, if the cunmlative :tesult is thl!t a 
majority ofmembets has become involved in.such gathering!!: 01• llllY othill' 
use of petsQ11al intermediaries 01· communications media tb!!t oould permit 
amajorlty oftlltirnembers ofaPoliey Body tQ become awai·e ofan item of 
bus.lness and of the vlewa or positions of otlier membera with respect 
thereto, aud to negotiate consens.us thereupon. 

(4) "Meeting" shall not il!clude any of tho following: 

Ci 

(i) Individual contacts. or co1wei·sations between a membet· of a Policy 
Body and mother person thl!t do not 0011vey to the member the :views or 
positions of other members :upon the subject matter of the contact or 
c011ve1:satio11 and !n which fue membec doea not solicit or encourage the 
i'l:lstnteuient of the views of the other members. 

(ii) Tue attendfl11ce of a majority of the metnbers of a Policy Body at a 
regional, statewide o;· national conference, or at fl 111eetillg organized to 
address a topic of local com111UJ1ity concern and open to the public, provided 
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that a. majority of the 111embers refrains from using the oecasion to 
collectively discuss the topic of the gathering or any other b,tsiness within 
the snbject matter jurisdiction of the City. 

(iii) The attendance of a majority of the membe!'S ofa Policy Body at a 
pmely social, rccreatlonal or coreinonial occaaim1 oilier than one spolll!ored 
or organlzed by or:forthe Policy Body ltself, provided that amajodty of the 
m!;lmbers refrains from using the occasion to discuss any business within 
the subject matter jw·isdlct!on of this body. A mll!ll gathering of a Policy 
Body before, during or after l! business meeting of the body is pmt oftbat 
meeting and shall be conducted only under circiunstances that permit public 
access to hear and obs.el'Ve the discussion of members. Such meetings shall 
not be conducted in restaurants or other aooo=odations where public 
access is possible only in consideration of making a purnhase or some other 
payment of value. 

(iv) The attendance of a majority of1he members of a Policy Body al an 
open and noticed meeting of a standing committee of that body, provided 
tlmt tlie members of the Policy Body who are not members of the standing 
commltteo attend 0;1ly as observers. 

(5) "Passive Meeting Body" shall mean: 

. (i) Advisory committees created by the initiative of a member of a 
Policy Body, the Mayor, or a Department head; 

(ii) Any group that meets to discuss with or advise U1e Mayor, City 
Coimcil, or any Department head 011 fl.seal, economic, or polioy isaues; and 

(iii) Social, 1·ecreatlonal or ceremonial occasions sponsored or organi:r.etl 
by or for n Policy Body to which a majority of the body has been invited. 

(iv) "Passive Meeting Body" shall notil1clude a committee th!lt consists 
sQlely of employees of the City of Newport Beach created by the initiative 
of a member of a Polley 'Body, the Mayor, or a Department head, 

{6) "Policy Body" shall 111ean: 

(i) The City Council; 

(ii) A11yDepartme11t, board or co11m1ission em1merated i11the Charter; 

(iii). Any Depart111c11t, bolird, commission, committee, or other body 
created by ordinance 01' resolution of th~ City CoU11cil; 

(iv) Any advisory board, commission, committee or body, created by the 
initiative of a Polioy Body; 
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(v) Any standing .committee of a Policy Body il'.respectivo of its 
composition; 

(vi) "Policy Bod;y" sball not inchtde ·a conunittee which consists solcly 
of employees of the City ofNowpo1t Beach, unless such con.imitteo was 
established by City Charter or by ordirurnoo or resolution of the City 
CouncU; a11d 

(vi!) Any advisory board, con.imissio11, com111ittec, or eouncll created by 
a federal, State, or Iooal grant whose members are appointed by City 
officials, employees or agents. 

(7) "Public Information" shall mean the content of"public: records." as defined 
in the California Public Records Act (Oovenunent Code Section 7920.530}, 
whether provided in doeum.00taey fomi or in an oral commtmication. 

(8) "Supe1'visor ofR:eoords" sl1all.mean the City Attorney, 

The voters l1ereby adopt Section 409,2 ("Passive Meetings") of the Cily Charter: 

a. All gatherings of Passive Meeting Bodies shall be accessible to n1embers of the public 
upon inquiry aud to the extetu;possible COllllistent with thefucili.ties in whleh they ooour. 

(I} Such gatherings need not be formally noticed, except on tile City's website 
whenever possible, although tile time, place and nature of the gathering shall be 
disclosed upon inquiry byamelllherofthe public, and any agenda actually prepared 
for the gatherinjl shall be accessible to sucih inquil:\lrs as II publie record. 

(2) Snell gatherings need not be conducted In 1111y particular space for the 
aeco.t!UllCclatlmt of members of the public, although m1,mbcrs of the pttblic sllall be 
pcrmitt\\d to ob$crvt.1 on a space avallable basis consistent with legal and practical 
restrictions 01'1 o.ccupa11ey. • 

(3) Stich gathetings of a busines~ nat11re 11eed not provide opportimities fur 
collllnent by .\t1embem of the public, although the pers.on presiding may, in his or 
her discretion, ente1tain such questions or con1ments from spectators as may be 
relevant to the business of the sathel'ing. 

b. To tile ellten.t not inconsistent with State or federal law,. a Policy Body shall ii1clude in 
any eon tract witn an entif,)I il~ owns, operates or manages any prope(l:y in whlch the 
City bas or will have an ownersllip interest, :io.cluding a mo1tgage, and on which the 
entity pel'l'otms a govemment ft1nction related to the furtherance of health,· safety or 
Welfro.-e, a.requirement that ru1y nieeting pf the governing board.ofthcenti{¥to addrel!l! 
any mattm- relating: to the property orits gove11t!l'lent 1-elatcd activities on tile property, 
or peifo111.umce under the comra.ct ot grant, be con,ltteted as provtded io Subdivision 
(a) of tl1ls SectiPll, Re,;prds r1111de available to the goveming board i:elatlng to sud1 
matters shall be likewise av11ill\ble to the public .. 
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The voters hereby adopt Section 409.3 ("Appliootion of Brown Ac\") of the City Charter: 

All meetings ofan,y Policy Body shall be open and public, and governed by the provisions 
bfthe RalphM; BrownAot (Government CodeSeotfons 54950 et. ,veq.) and oftbe Sumihlne 
Ol'dinanee. In the ease oflnconsistentreqi1irements tmder the Brown Aet and the Sunshine 
Ord111ance, the requirement which wotild i-esnlt in greater or more expedited public access 
sball apply. 

TI1e voters l1ereby adopt Sectio11409.4 ("Conduct of Business; Time and Place for Meetings") of 
the City Charter;. 

a. Bach Policy Body, except fol' advisory bodies, shall establish by resolution or motion 
the tune .and place for holdh1g regular meetings. 

b. All meetings of a Policy body shall be held within the City of Newport Bench unless a 
different location is requil'ed by state or federal law or is necessary ta i11apect real 
pmperty or pemmal prqperty which C!Umotbe conveniently brought within the territory 
of the City bf Newport Beach, to meet with residents residing on property owned by 
the City, or to meet with resid\lnts of ll!lotherjurisdlction to disc,1ss actions. of the Policy 
Body that affect those residents. 

c,.. Ifa regular meeting would otlierwlst:l fall 011 a holiday, it shall instead be held on the 
previous or nextbusiness day, IDiless otherwise resohedttled in advance, 

d. if, because at'fire, flood, earthquake or other emergency, it would be imsnfe to meet at 
the regulal' meet!ug phice, meeting!! may be held for the dtu'!ltion of the emergency at 
aome otheqilace specified by the J?olioy Body. 'the oha11ge of meeting site shall be 
a11110\llloed, by the mostrapid means of oonunuuioatfon available at the time, in a notice 
to the local media who have requested written notice of specJal meetings pursuant to 
Oovemment Code Sectiou 54956. Reasonable attempts shall he made to contact others 
regru:ding the cllilnge fn meeti11g location. 

e. Meetings of Passive Meeting Bodies shall be preceded by notice dellvored persol18lly 
or by m!(il. e-m!(il, or :facshulle as reasonably requeste<! at lea.~t 72 hoi1rs b~fore the 
tlnie of such meeting to each pei;son who· has tequeiited, in writing, notice of such 
meeti11g. !f the advisory body. elects to hold regular meetings, it ~hall provlde by 
bylaws, or whatever other rule is utili1..ed by that advisory body for the co11dL1ct ofits 
busmess, for the time and place fo1· holding such regulanneetings. In such ca!le, no 
notice of regulat meethlgs, other than. the posth1g ()fan agenda purs\i!Ult to $ectio11 
409,5 of'this Sectto11iu the place used by the Policy Body wl1foh.it advises, is required. 

f. Speelalmeetings ofany Policy Body, including advisory bodies that choose to establish 
.regular meeting times, may be called 1,tt any ti111e by the presiding officer thereof or by 
a m11jodty of t11e meiubern n1ereof. by delive1fog personally or by n1.ail written notice 
to e,ich meu1bel' of such ))olfoy Body and the local media wl10 have requested wdtten 
riotlce of SJ.leclal meetuigs in writing, Such11otfoe ofa speclal meeting shall be delivered 
as desc!'ibed fa subsection {e) at least 72 I10t1r$ betbre the time of sw:h 111eetlng as 

City of Newport Beacl1 



specified in the 110tico. The notice shall s1Jecify tire lime and place of the speclallneetiltg 
and the busluess to be transacted. No otber business shall be co!lllidered al such 
meef:i11gs. Such written noticenmy be dispensed with as to anymember wl10 at or prior 
to the time the meeting Qonvenes files with the presiding officer or secretmy of the 
body or commission a written waiver ofmitlco. Such written notice may ho dispensed 
with as to any member who is aetnally prosent at the meeting at the time it eo1we11es. 
Each special meeting sh.all be held at the regular 111eeti11g plllco of thci Policy Body 
except that tho Policy Body may designate an alternate meeting place provided that 
such altetoate 1oeattonJs ~ptcl:tiedin the 11otlce of the special meeting; further provided 
that the notice of the special meeting shall be given at le!!Sl: 15 days prior to said special 
meeting being held ai: an alteroate location. This provision shall not apply where the 
alternative meeting location is located within the same bui.lding as the regular meeting 
place. 

g, If a meeting must bo daneeled, conti11ued or rescheduled for any reason, notice of such 
ch!lllge shall be provided to the public. mi soon as is reasonably possible, including 
posting ofa cancellation notice in the same manner as described In Section 409.4 and 
mailed notice if :mfficient time permit~. 

1110 voters hereby adopt Sectiou 409.S ("Agenda Requil:ements") of the City Chru:ter: 

a. At least 72 l10u1'l! 'before a regular meeting, a :Polk,-y Body shall post ai1 ag;enda 
containing a mea11i11gful description of each item of business. to be transacted or 
discussed at the meeting. Agendas shall specify foi: each item of business the proposed 
action or a statement the item is for discussion only, ln addition, a Polley Body shall 
post a cu1Tent agenda 011 lt&Internet site at least 72 hom'l> before a regular meeting. 

b. A description ls hl!l!lllit1gful if it ls sufficie11tiy clear a11d specific to ahirt a person of 
average intelligence and education wJ1ose inl:t.l1-esta, are affected by tbe item that he or 
she may hllve reason to attend the meeting or seek 1nore inl:o:o:uation on the item. The 
description should be brl~ comiise and written in plain, easily tmderstood Ei.,glish. 1t 
shall rder to any expla11atory documents that have bee11 provided to the Policy Body 
in collllecti011 with an agenda item, such as cor1'eb'POUde11ce or reports, and copies or 
!mks to such dmiumllnls shall be included in the agenda or, if such domunents are of 
more than one httlldred pages in length, rnade available for public illB)Je'1.tion and 
copying at a location hldlcatoo 611 the. agenda during normal 'business .hours, 

c. '111e .agenda shall specify the time and location of the regular meeting and shall be 
posted in a location that is freely accessible to menibers of the public. 

d. No action or diseaq~fon shall b~ undertaken iin any item. not appearing on th!! posted 
a,grmda, except that :me11tb6!'$ of a Policy Body may t~spond to statementll lll!lde or 
questions posed by per~ons exercising their public testimony rights, to the eittent of 
askinjj II qu!lfltiou for clari:fic.ation, providing: a reference, to staff or other tesou1:ces for 
£actual inl:ormatio11, or :requesting staff to repo1t back to fui;} body at II subsequent 
meeting eo11cerning tbe matter raised by such testimony. 
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e. Notwithstanding SubdiVision (d), the Policy Body may take action on items ofbusiness 
not appearing on 1he posted agenda under any of the following conditions: 

(1) Upon a determination by a majority vote of the body that an accident, 
natural d!sastel' or work force disruption poses a Utreat to public health and. safety. 

(2) Upon a good faith, reasonable determination by a two-thirds vote of the 
body, or, if less than two-thil'ds of the members are present, a unanimous vote of 
those members present, that (A) the need to tak~ inµ11ediate action 011 the item is so 
imperative as to tlmiaten serious i1~ury to the public interest if action were deferred 
to a subseqi1e11t special or l'egular meeting, or relates to a purely commendatory 
action, and (B) that lhe need for such action came tc the attention of the body 
subsequent to the agenda being posted as specified ln Subdivision (a). 

(3) The item was on an agenda posted pursu!l11t to Subdivision (a) for a pl'ior 
meeting of the body occmting not more than five cnleudnr days prior to the date 
action is taken 011 the item, and at the prior 1neeti11g the item was continued to tlle 
meeting at whloh action is being taken, 

f. Eacl1 board and commission enumerated in the City Charter shall ensure that agendas 
for reglllar itlld special meetings are made: available to speech !l11d hearing impaired 
persons through telecomi11unications device(! for tho deaf, telecommu11ioatio11s relay 
services or eqi1ivale11t systems, and, upon request, to sight impaired persons tltro!lgh 
Braille or enla,-ged type. 

g, Each Policy Body shall ensure that notices and agendas for regular and special meetings 
shall iucl!lde the following notice: 

K.NOWYOURlUOHTS UNDER THE SUNSHINE 
ORDINANCE (Sectlo11s409.1 tltrough409.76 of the Charter of 
the City of Newport Beach) 

Qovemme11t's duty is to serve the public, reaching its decisions in 
fall view of the p!lblic. 

Commissions, boards, com1cils and oth¢r agencies ofthe City of 
Newpo1't Bea.ch exist to co11duQt the people's business. The 
Sunsrumi Ord.i11a11ce assures tliat deliber11tioru; are condticted 
before the people a~ that City operations are open to the people's 
1·e\liew, • 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON YOUR lUOHTS UNDER THE 
SUNSHINE ORDINANCE QR TO REPORT A V10LAT!ON 017 

THE ORDINANCE, CONTACT THE SUNSHINE. TASK FORCE. 

li. '.Bach agenda ofa Policy Body covered by this Sunshim; Ordinance shall inel11de the 
acldtess, area code and phone number, e-matl address, and a contact person's name for 
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the Sunshine Task Force (!IS defined below), Information on how to obtah1 a free copy 
oftlie Sun!,11lne Ordinance sh!!!lbel11cluded on ea,:h agenda. 

The voters hereby adopt Section 409Ji ("Public Notice Requirements") of the City Charter: 

a. Any public notice that is nmi.led, posted or published by a Policy Body to residents 
residing wlthin a specifie area to infotin those residents of a matter that may Jmpaot 
their proper!¥ or that neieihborhood area, shall be brief, concise and written in plain, 
easily understood English. Any such pubUe 11oticemµst be provide(l at least seven <:lays 
prior to the publi.o meeting on the matt\lt; 

b. The 11otlce shot1ld inform, the residonts of the proposal or planned activity, the length. 
of time planned for the aotivlty, the effect oftlte proposal or aetivity, and n telephone 

. contact :fui• residents who have questlolll!. 

c, If the notice inform$ the public of a publin meeting orhearing, then the notice shall 
state that perions who ate unable to attend tl1e public meeting or J1earifig may submit 
to the Cl1y, by 1he time tile proceeding begins, written comments regarding the subject 

• ofthemeetmg or hearing, that these comments will be made a part of the official public 
record, and that the comments will be brought to the attention of the person nr persons 
co11dncting the. public meeting ox hea1'!11g, The notice should also state the name and 
address of the person or persona to whom fhose written eoll1llients should be submitted. 

The voters hereby adopt Section 401}.7 ("Agenda Disclosures: Closed Sessions") of the Ci1Y 
Charter; 

a. In addition to the brief ge.rteral description of items to be disc,1ssed Qr acted upon in 
ope11 lilld public session, tl1e agenda postod pursuant to C'roverruoeot Code Section 
54954.2, aizy maile<i notice given pu1-sumtto Govemn1e11t Cod!l Section 54954.1, 11nd 
any call and notice delivered to the local media and posted pursuant to Gove.rlllllent 
Go/le Section 54956 shall ~peoify and diselose tile natrn:e of ElllY clqsed sessions by 
providing all of the followh,g information: 

(1) With respect to every itOlll of business to be discussed ln closed session 
ptu:auant to Goven:u:oent Code S~ction 54956. 7: 

LICENSE/PERMIT DETERMINATION: 

__ applieant(s) 

The space shall lie used to specify the number of persons whose applications 
!ll'e to be i-eviewed. 

(2) With respect to every item of business to be disaussed in closed session 
pursuant to Oover11.tnent Code Section 54956.8: 

CONFERENCE W!'fEtREALPROPER.T'YNEGO'.rlATOR 
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Property: 

:Person(s) negotiating: 

Unde1· negotiation: 

Price: __ Tel'ms of payment: __ Both: __ 

The space under "Property'' shall be used to list an address, 
including cross streets where applicable, or othel' description or 11ame which 
permits a reasonably ready identi:flcation of each parcel or structure subject 
to negotiatio11. The space following "Person(s) negotiating" shaU be used to 
Identify the person or persons with whom negotiations con1:1eroo1g that 
p!'operty are in progress. The space fallowing "Under ncgotiatio~' shall be 
checked off as applicable to indicate which issues are to be discussed. 

(3) With respect to every item of buslness to be discussed i11 closed sessim1 
pursuant to Oavemme11tCode Section 54956.9, either: 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL 

Existing litigatio11: 

_Unspecified to protect service of process 

__ U11spcdficd to protect settlenwntposture or: 

CON):IERENCEWITifLBOALCOUNSEL 

Anticipated litiialion: __ As defendaut __ Asplaintiff __ 

The space nndel' "Existing lltigation" shall be used to specifically 
identify II case under discussion pursuant to subdivision (a) ofOovemme11t 
Cade Se.ctio1154956,9, including the case name, court, and case •nutnbel', 
unless the identification would jeopardize the City's ability to efiecttiate 
service of pl'Ocess upon one or more unserved paities, in which Instance the 
space io the next succeeding line shall be checked, Oi' unless the 
identifkatlon. wo1ild jeopardize the City's ability to conclude existing 
l!ettlementnegotiations tQ its advantage, ill whjch instance the space in the 
next succeeding line ~hnll be checked. If the closed session la oalled 
p1ir,sua11t to Soolion 5495(i.9 and applicable litigation has not yet been filed, 
the approprl;,,te spao1: shalf be cl1ecked under "Anticipated litlgatiim" to 
inaicate the City's anticipated position as defendaut or plaintiff respectively. 
If more than one instance of l!liticipated litigation is to be reviewed, sp(!ce 
may be saved by !.littering the munber of separate iostances :In the "As 
defoildallt" or "As plaintiff" spaces or both an1ppropriate. 
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(4) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session 
pursuant to· Government Code S.eetio11 $4957, either: 

TIIREAT TO PUBLIC SERVICES OR FACILITIES 

Name, title and agency of law enforcement officer(s) to be co11ferred witl1: 
or~-

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT/HIRING 

Title/description ofposition(s) to be filled: 

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 

Position and, in the case of a routine evaluation, name of 
employee(s) being evaluated: 

or: 

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE DISMISSAL 

Number of employees affected: 

or: 

(5) With respeQt to every item of business to be discussed in closed session 
pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6, either: 

CONFERfl'NCE WITH NEGOTIATOR ON COLLECTIVE 
BARGAJNJNG 

Name !llld title of City's negotiator: 

Orgsoization(s) representii:;g: 

_ Police officers, fuefigllters and 11:irport police 

__ Trausit Workers 

_Nurses 

__ Miscellaneous Employees 

Anticipated issue(s) t111der negotiation: 

~Wages 

_Hours 
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_Benefits 

__ Working Conditions 

__ Other (specify if known) 

__ All 

If renegotiating a memorandum ofu11de111tandlng 01· negotiating a successor 
n1emorru1dum of 1.1nderstat1dilig, the name of the memorandum of 
understanding: 

(6) In ease of multiple items of business Ullder the same category, Jmes may be 
lidded and the loeatlon of h1forrnation may be reformatted to eliminate t111necessary 
duplication and spaee, so long as the relationship of information conce1ning the 
same item is reasonably clear to the reader, A'I an altemative to the inclusion of 
lengthy· lists of natnlls or other .information in the agenda, or as. a means of adding 
items to an earlier co111;pleted agenda, the agenda may mcorporate by refei:euee 
sep!U'l\tely p1·e1iared documilllts containing the required. information, so long as 
.copies of those documents arc posted adjaeentto the agenda within the time periods 
required by Cfovermmmt Code.S11ctions 54954.Z and 54956 and provided with any 
mailed or delivered n.otlees requireld by Sections 54954.1 01· 54956 as applicable. 

The voters lieraby adopt Section 409.8 ("Additional Requh'emeuts fo1• Closed SessioM") oft11e 
City Charter: 

a, All closed sessions of any Policy Body covered by this Sullllhine Ordlnruioe shall be 
either audio reeim:led ot audio • and video reeor<'led in their entirety and. all such 
1-ecord!.ngs shall be. retained perm.auen:tly unless t110 Policy .Body deteinuues, at a 
noticed pub lie meotini that permanent retentio11 of such r11cords fainfeasible. Closed 
session repordings. shall be made uvailnble inu11ediately after all tationales for closing 
the session are uo longer applicable. For closed sessions of a Policy Body where tho 
justifloatlort for the closed session is due to "l!lttioipa.tod litigation'', recordings.ahall be 
released to 1;ru, pnblic ln acoordtmee with the following poovisio11,: (i) if no litigation is 
filed, either (a) as soon as the co11ttove1·s;tleadiugto the anticipated litigation ls settled 
or couducled, or (b) two yea1-s nfierthe meeting qr tlpon e)qliratio11 Qfthe statute of 
lllnitatlous for the ru1tloipated litigation, ,vhlcbover occurs later; md (ii) if litigation is 
flied, 11.~ soon as the litigation I~ settled or a judgn1et1t becomes final. 

h. Bach 11genda item coverecl by this SU!lshine Ordi.n!lll¢e that involves existing litigation 
shall Identify the cotirt, case ;11.1niber, and date the mmi was flled on the written agenda, 
For each agenda item covered by this Suusluue Ordhinnce that involves anticipated 
Ii!lgalion, the Cicy- Attorn1;1y's Office or the Policy Body shall, upon requ1;1st from a11y 
meniber of the public, disclose whether such anticipated litigiition developed into 
litigation and shalUdent\fy the court, cruie m1ntber, 'and date the case was fl led. 

The voters hereby adoptSectioll 409,9 ("Agendas and Related Materials") of the City Charter; 
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a. Agendas of meeti111,is and !lllY othet dooU!lients 011:file with the clerk of the Policy Body, 
when intended fbr distribution to nU, or a ml!Jorhy of aU, oftbe 1ue1ubers ofa Policy 
Body in col!lleiltion with amaiter anticipatedfordweussfon or oonsldemtion at a public 
meeting, shall be made available to the ptiblic on the Polley Body's website. However, 
this disclolltlre need not include any material exempt from publie disclosure .under this 
Su11sllin1;1 Ordiunnee 01' the California Public Records Act (Govermnent Code sections. 
7920,000, et seq.). 

b. Records wlucl, 11ro subject to discll;irnre llll.der Subdivision (a) and. which aro intend<ld 
fur distrlliution to 11 Poli'-1' ,Body prior to commencement of a public rneetiug shall be 
ma.de available for public mspection and copying upon request prior to commencement 
of such meeting,. whether or not actually distrlbt1ted to or received by the body at the 
time Qftlwi request, 

c. ReQordswhich are subject to disclosure under Subdlvi!lion (a) and which are dlsttihuted 
dtt1ing a public meeting but prior to com1nenooment of their discussiou shall be made 
available for public inspection prior to cornmell<lerµe11t of; and during, their dis:cnssion. 

d. Recordswliichare subject to disolosureunder Su.bdlvision(a) and which are distributed 
du!'ing their discussion at a public meeti:ng shall be ma.de available fur public inspection 
i1runediately or as soon thereafter ns is practicable. 

'r:he voters hereby adopt Section 409 JO ("Closed SessioM; Permitted Topics") of the Cit;t Charter: 

APolicy Body may, but is not required to, hold closed :sessions: 

a. With the Attorney General, District Attorney, or Chief of Police, or tl1eir respective 
deputies, on nmtters posing a threatto the seeurity of pub lie buildlngs on1 threat to the 
public's right of access to publill services or public facilities. 

b. 1"'o co!lllider the appointment, empfoyn1ent, <lvaluatfu11 of perfbrnw1ce, or dismissal of 
a Cif3.' employee, if the Polioy Body has the authority to appoint, employ, Qr dismiss the 
employee, or to heat eoropla.ints or charges brought agffl.nst the en1ployee by another 
person or employee unless the employee complalt1ed of requests a public hearing. The 
body may exclude from any such publlo meeting, a11d shall exclude from ll.1'1Y such 
closed meeting, during tile eol!llnents of a complai.llllllt, any or all other complainants 
in the ma.tier, Thete1m "employee" as used in ibis section shall not include any elected 
official.. member oh Policy Body or applicant ;fut suoh a position, or person providing 
services to the City ns an independent nontrar;to:r or the employee thereof, including but 
not llaiited to independent attomeys or law mills providing legal services. to the Cl~ 
for a fee rather tlwt a salary. 

c. Based on advice of its legal counse:l, 1111d on a1'1:lotion .1111d vote fo ope11 session to assert 
the attomflJ•Client privilege, tQ con;fer with, or receive .advice from, its legal cormael 
regarding pending lltJ:gatrion whllll dls.cusslon in open session concerning those matters 
would likely mid unavoldably prejudice the position of the City in that litigation. 
Litigation shall be considered pending when any ofthe following cil'cumstances exist: 
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(lJ An adjudicatm-y proceeding before a court, administrative body e)fercising 
its adjudioiitory authorlty, !WIiling officer, or arbitrator, to which the City ill a part:y, 
has been initiated formally; or, ' 

(2) . A point has been reached where, in the opinion of the Policy Botjy on the 
advice of its legal counsel, bas.ed on existing facts and circumstances, there is a 
significant exposure to litlgation against the City, or the body is meeting only to 
dimide whether a closed session is authorized pursuant to that advice or, based on 
those facts and .c1rcumstances, the body has decided to initiate or is deciding 
whelher to il1ltlate lltigation. 

(3) A closed session may not be held under this Section to consider the 
qualifications or engagement of an independent contract attorney or law firm, for 
litigation services 01· otlierwise, 

d. With !he City's designated repl'esentatives 1-egarding matters within the scope of 
collective bargaining or meeting and eo1tfel'rlng with public employee organizatiol1ll 
when a Policy Body has anthotity over such matters. 

(1). Such closed session.~ shall be for the pmpose of reviewing ~o City's 
position and. instructing its designated representatives and may take plate solely 
prior to and during active eonsttltations and dis1mssions between t~ City's 
designated representatives and the representatives of employee organizatiqns or the 
1.mreprese11ted employees. A Policy Body shall not discuss CO!llpensationi or other 
contractual matters in closed session with one or more employees dfrectly interested 
in the outcome of the negotiatlons~ 

(2) In addition to the closed sessions autbodzed by subsection 409.l 0, ,a Polley 
Body subject to Government Code Section 3501 rnny hold closed sessions with its 
designated roptesontatives on n1andatory subjects withh1 the scope of 
representation of its represented employees, aa. detormim:d pt1rs\Jaut to Government 
Code Section 3S04. 

The voters hei·eby adopt Section 409.1 l ("Statement o:f'Reaaons for Closed Sessions") of the City 
Charter: 

a, Prior to any closed session, n Policy !Jody shall slltte the gimernl reason orrchsons for 
the clo200 sesslon, and shall cite the statutory authqtity, including the specl~ section 
and snbdivision, or other legalauthori.ty tmder which the session is lieing lteid. In the 
.closed session, tho Policy Body may consider only those matters cover~d in ils 
sm.tement. h1 the case of regular and special meetings, the statement sha!l be made in 
thefoxmofthe agenda disclosures !ll:lµ specificatio11s reqnil'ed by Secth:i11409, 7, ln tile 
case of adj Otllllcd e.11d continued 111eeti11gs, tl\e. statement s11!lll he ma.de with the srunc 
disclosures a11d specifications required by Section409.1, as.pait offhe notice p,ovklod 
'for the meeting. 
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b. J11 tll,e case of an i.tem added to tl1e agenda as n mattel' of urgent necessity, the statement 
shall be made prior to the detetrninatf 011 of urgency 1:111d with the same disclosures and 
. specificatlous as iftlie item had been included in tfu: 11ge11d11 pm•su1:111t to Section 409.,7 
of this Section. Notliini in this Section shall require Or antlmrize a disclosure of 
lofo111latio11 pi;ohlblted by state or federal law. 

The voters hereby adopt Section 40~.12 ("Disclcist11-e of Closed Session Discussions and Actions") 
of tile City Charte1~ 

' a. After evexy closed session, a Policy Body must disclose to the public any portion ofits 
disc!lllslon tll!lt is not aoitfldential under fede1'ill or State law, the Charter; or non• 
waivable pdvilege. The Policy Body shall, by motion a11d vote in open session, elect 
eitl1er to dfoolose no information 01· to disclose the information tbat a majority deems 
to be in the publio interll!lt. The discl.osure !!hall be made thro11gh the presiding officer 
of fue body or such other person, pres.ent Jn the closed session, whom he 01· she 
designstes to convey tlte info1malion, 

b. A Policy Body shall publicly report aey action taken. in closed session aud the vote or 
abstention of every membet· present thereon, a.~ follows: 

(1) Real Proper!}' Negotiatlo1ts: Approval givoo to a Policy Body's negotiator 
conco1'lling real es!lite negotiations pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8 
shall be .reported as soon llS the agreement is final. If its own approval renders the 
agreement final, the Policy Body shall report that approval, tbe substant:e of the 
agr.eemeut and the vote l:hernau in open so.<1aion htu:nediately. lf fimtl approval rests 
with anothex patty to tl1e negotiations, the Polley Body s:hall, at its next meeting 
and mm1ediately upo11 inquiry by any person, dlsclosa tile faet ofthllt approval, the 
substance of the agreement nnd the I'oHoyBQdy's vote orvote11 thereQn M soon as 
the other party or its agent has lnfonued the body.of' its approval, If notwithstanding 
the final approval there m'll cooditions procedentlo the final 0011auinmation of the 
!rllhsaction, or there ru:e multiplP oontignoua o:r. closely located properties that are 
being cousidered for acquisition, the document refe11:ed to need uot be disclosed 
until tile condition hllll been satisfied or the agreement hl!S been reached with respect 
to all the properties, at both, 

(2) Litigation: Direction or approval given to tile Policy Body's legal counsel 
to prosecute, defencl. or seek or r;ifJ:aln frOln seeking appeUate review or relief, or to 
otherwiilll .enter all a pru:ty, it1llll'Vt'lnof Qt' mnieus eurrae iu any furm of litigation as. 
thuesult ofa consultation plll'.l!u!!Ut to Oovei:nm.e11t Code Sectiou 54956,1) shall bo 
rep01'ted in open sessioo as soon al! given, or lit fue .first meeting after ·!Ill aclverse 
party has been served in th~matter if il:rutu.1aiate discli:islll'e nfthe City's l,htentions 
would be POlllr!lfJ to the pub1io fut ere st. The 1-eport sball identify the advllrse party 
or paitit:s, arty co,patties With tfu: City, ilny existing cl!lim or orderto be '.defended 
against or !Illy factual circumslar:u:e~ orconll:a6tual dispute giving rise to the City's 
complaint, lltltition 9x oth\lr llti!;!ation initiative, 
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(3) Settlement: A Policy 13.ody shall neither solic1t nor agree to any term in a 
sett!em~t whlcll would preclude the release of the text of the settlement itself and 
any related documentition corllll1unicated to or received from the adve1:se party or 
parties, Any written settleme1it 4greement and any dootrme11ts attached to or 
referimeed i11 the settlement agreement shall be made publicly available at least 10 
calendar days before the meeting of the Policy Body at which the settlement is to 
be approved to the extent that the settlement would commit the City (including any 
Department) to adopting, modifying, or dl$eo;.tiru.dng an existing policy, practice 
or program 01· otherwise acting other than to pay an amount of moaey less than fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000), The agenda for any meeting in whfoh a settlement 
subject to this Section is discussed shall .identify the names of th1;1 paities, the ease 
mrtnber, the court, and the material terms of the settlement, Wherc the disclosure 
of documents in a litigation matter that has been or may be settled could be 
detrimental to the City's it1terest in pending litigation arising fr()m the smm: fucts 
or incident and i11volving a party not a pm-ty to or otherwise awm·e of the s.ettlement, 
the documents required to be disclosed by Subdivision (h) of this Section 11eed not 
be disclosed until the other case is settled or otherwise finally concluded. 

( 4) Employee. Actions: Action taken to appoint, employ, dismiss, transfer or 
accept the resignatio11 of !\ public . employee in closed session pt1rsuant to 
Government Code Section 54957 shall lie reported immediately in a ml!Uller that 
m11nes the employee, the action take11 and position afJ'ee.ted and, in the ca.si,, of 
dismissal for a violation of law or of the policy ofthe City, thllreason for dismissal. 
"Dismissal" within the meru1ing of . this Stlilllhine Ordinance :innh1des a1zy 
termination ofe1nployment at the will of the. 91nployer ratl1er than oftjle eniployee, 
however charncteriz.:d. The proposed terms of any separation agree111ent shall be 
immediately disclosed as soon as prosllnted to the body, and its final terms shall be 
innnedlately disclosed upon approval by the body. 

(5) Collective Bargaining: Any collectively bargained agreement shall be made 
publiply available at least 15 calemlar days before the meeting of the Policy Body 
to which t11e agreement is to be repo1ted. • 

e. Repprts rtiquired: to be made immediately may be made orally Qr in writing, but shall 
be supptlrtcd by copies of any contracts, settlement agreements, or other documents 
related to the transMtion that were f111ally llpproved or adopted in the closed session 
and that eml;iody the info11tmtio11, required to be disclosed immediately . shall be 
provided to any person who has made a wrl!ten reqitest rcgardina: that item following 
the posting of the agenda, or who has made a standing l'eque$l fori all such 
documentation as J?art of atequest for notice of1nef!tings pimma11tto Oovemrfmt Code 
Sectfo111JS4954,l or 54956, • 

d. A written summary of the lnfo11natio11 requb:ed to be in1111edintely reported pursuant to 
tbl:s Section, or documents embodyh1g that hlfom1atfoti, shall be posted hy the close of 
b11si11ess on the nextbi1slness clay following the ,rnei:t111g, in the plac(lwhere the, meflting 
agendas of the body are ,posted. 
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'.111e voters hereby adopt Section 409.13 {''Barriers to Atte11da11ce Prohibited") of the City Charter: 

a. No Policy Body shall conduct any n1eetil1l,l, c011ference or othe1· ftmotion in any facility 
that excludes persons on the basis ofactnal orpresuli:ledclass identity or characteristics, 
o,which is inaccessible to persons. with phys!oa( disabilities, or where members of the 
pnblio may not be present without making !I payment or purchase. Whenever the City 
Coi1110U, 01· a Policy Body MtiCipntes that the nmnber of pet'l!O!lS attending the meeting 
will ex.eeed 1:he legal oapaclty of the meeting room, llllY 1mblic addre!!s system used to 
ampljjy sound in the meetb1g room shall be extemled by supplementary speakers to 
petn'lit the overflow audience to listen to the proceedlngs ln un adjacent room or 
passageway, 1mless such supplernentaiy speak ors wo,Jld dlsmpt the operntion of a City 
office, 

b. EaohPolicy Body shall pl'Ovide sign language interpreters or note-takers at each regular 
meeting, provic!ecl that a request for such services ls eonm1uuicated to the secretary or 
elel'k of tho Policy Body at least 48 hours before the meeting, except for Monday 
meetings, for which tho deadllneshall be 4 p.rn. oftbe last business day of tho pl'eceding 
week. 

c. Each Policy Body shall eusutll that accessible seating for persons wi1h disabilities, 
ineh1di11g those using wheelchair's, is made available for each regular and special 
meeting, 

The voters.lic:reby adopt Section 409.14 ("Video and Aildio Recording") of the City Charter: 

a. Ally person attending a11 open a,nd public meeting of a Policy Body shall have the right 
to record the proceedings with an audio or video recorder or a still or motion picture 
cru:nexa, orio broadcast ihe. proceedings, In the absence o:fa reasonable finding of the 
Policy Boczy that the l'ilcordi11g 01· broadi;ast caimot continue without such noise, 
il!um!1mlion or obstruction of view as to co1JStitute a persi~tent disruption of the 
proceeill1111s, 

h. Eachl'ollcy Body ~hall audio record each 1:egular and.special meeting, Each suehaudio 
recording, and any audio or video recording of a meeting of arty other Poliey Body 
made at the direction of !he Policy Body shall l1e a public record subject to u1spection 
pursi1antt9 thel Ciillfutiila Public fu!coi:ds Act (Govemuumt Code sections 7920.000 et 
seq.), and shall not be erased or desb:Qyl\d. Inspection of any such recording shall be 
pxovided without 6barge cm rui apptopriatl:l play back devlce made ayailable by the Cicy. 

C, EV(ll)' Polley Body shflll ~udio m·v1deo every noticed regular meeting, spec la! meeting, 
or bea1fag open to the public held in a NeWport City Clvic Center headng 1'oom that is 
equipped wltl1 aitdio or. video recording fllc!lities, except to the .extent thst such 
:fao.iHttes may not be .available for teolmicat or othet reasons. Each snch audio or video 
recording shall be a publio record subject to inspection pt\rs,mntt(l the Califol'1iia Public 
:Records Act (Oovemment Code $ecti()11s 7920.000 et seq.), a11d sb,11[ not be .e1'l1sed or 
desb·oyed. The City shall n1ake sttch audio or video teoording available ht cligital flmn 
at !I centt:alh:ed location 0J1 the City's website (www.neWpo1·tbeachca.gov) Withili 72 
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hours of the date of the meeting or hearing and for a period of at least two years after 
the date Of the meeting or hearing, Inspectlmt of any such 1cuording shall also be 
provided Without cl!lll'ge on 1111 appi:opriate play hacl!: device made available by-the City. 
This subsection (C) shall not be eonsttued to limit or in any way modify tile duties 
created by a11;y other provision of this Section, including but not limited to the 
1-eq:u!remeltt$ for xeoordiog closed sessions aa stated in Section 409.!tand for recording 
meetings of boards and uo1nmissions cnumetated ht the Charter as stated tn subseotioo 
(b)above. 

The votcm hei-eby adopt Sectim1409.15 ("Public Testimony") oftbe City Charter: 

a, Every age11dn for regular meetings sh!lll provide an opporti.m.ity for members of the 
public to directly address a Policy Body on items oflnterest to the public that ll!'e within 
Polley Body's suqjeotmatterjurisdiction, provided that no action. shall be taken on any 
item hot appearing on the agenda unless the action is otherwise authorized by Sectioll 
409.!i. 

b. Every agenda for $pecial meetings at which action ilJ proposed to be taken on an item 
shall provide lltl. opportunity for eneh member of the pnblie to directly address tbe body 
conceming that iten1 prior to action thereupon. 

o. A Policy .Body may adopt reasoruible 1•egnlatio11s to ensure that the intent of 
Snbdivisfons (a) and (b) are carried out, including, but not limited to, regulations 
lintitihg the total runount oftinte alloomed forpubliotestimony on particular issucun1d 
for each individual speaker, Each Policy Body sball adopt a rule providing t1mt each 
person wishillg:to speak on an item before the body ataregtrlar or special meeting shall 
be perotittedto be heard once, for uo less:than three mhlutes. Time limits shllll be applied 
uniformly to 111ell'.lbe1-s of the publlo wishing to testii)•. 

d. A Policy Body shall not abridge or prohibit publlc oriticism of the policy, procedures, 
programs or.~ervices ofthe t;!fy, or of any othar aspectnfits proposals or 11cijv.lties, or 
of the acts or omissions of the body, on tbe bl!sisthatthe.perfom1ance of one otmore 
publi!.1 employees. i.s implicated, or on any basis other tll!IU teasonable 'time constraints 
adopted in regulations. purnUl!llt to Suhdivfaion ( o) ofthi$ Section. 

a, To facilitate public Input, any a3enda. changes or continuances shall be lll'.!llouneed by 
the presiding. offi<:er of a Policy Body at the, begiMing of fl mceting, or as soon 
thei-eafte1: asthl:l change or continurutce becomes known to such presiding oftroer. 

The voters hereby adopt Section 409.16 ("Minutes") of the Cil:1 Charter: 

a. Th<:1 eJer)c or seorctary of tho City Council, 1111d tho clerk, secretary or other 
teprescntat(V\'l •of all Policy Bodies· and comrnisslollS shall reoord the. 111fouteli for eael1 
re311lar11lld special meeting ofimcb. bodies, 'fl111 mh;iutes shall state the tiote the meeting: 
Wflll calb;:d to oruer, the nfll:nes of the moo1bers httettdi:nJ.ftbe meeth1g, 1he roll call vote 
on each. mattet CP111ildered at the meeting, the tim!I the !Meting began and ended any 
closed session, the name,s. of the members and the names,. and titles where applicable, 
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of any other persona attending llllY closed session, l\ list of those members of the public 
who apoke on each matter lftlte speakers ido11tltled themsplves, whether auo!LSpeakers 
StlJ:lpOrted Or opposed the mattei~ a brief summary of each person• s statement during 
the public COll1lllent period for· each agenda itel]l, ancl the time the meeting was 
adjourned. Any person speaking during a public conuueut period may supply a brief 
written summm-y of their conll)liluts which shall, if no mOl'e than 150 words, be fooluded 
in the minutes, 

b. The draft minutes of each meeting shall b~ made available on the City's web$ite, find 
at a .designated location fQl' inspection Md copying upon request, ho later thM five 
working days after the meeting. The o:fl:1cially adopted mim1tes shall be available for 
inspection and copyi11g upon request: no later tl1an IO working days after the meeting at 
whichfue mi11utes are adopted. Upon request, minutes required to be produced by this 
Section shall be made 11vailaole in Braille 01· increased type size. 

The voters hereby adopt Section 409.17 ("Public Comments by Members of Policy Bodies") of 
the City Chartel': 

Every .111ember of a Policy Body reta!11s the full eouatitutionalrlghts of a citizen t.o comment 
publicly on the wisdom or propriety of goveinn:ient actiom, including those of the Po Hey 
Body of wMch he or she is a 111e111ber. Policy lfodies shall not sanction, reprove or deprive 
111embors oftitein:ights as. elected or appofuted officilals fOl' expressing their judgments or 
opinions, including ihose which deal with tho perceived inconsistency of 11pn•pnblic 
dfscussio11s, comm,uilcat!ons or actions with the requirements of Stntc or Federal law or of 
tbis Sunshine 0.rdinl!llce. The release of specific factual 1!lfoW1atiou made confidential by 
State or Fedorru law fachldiog, but 11ot limited to, the privllege for ccmftdentlal attorney­
Client C011lllltmioa.tions, may be tl1e basis for a request for injunctive or declaratory reli.ef, 
of a complaint to the Ciiy Council secldn,S an accusati<m of misconduct, or hoth. 

The voters hereby adopt Section 409.50 {"Process for Gaining Access to Public Records; 
Adminlstratlve Appeals") of the City Charter: 

a. Every pe1"110!1 fulviilg custody of any public !'ecord 01· public i11fom1at:1on, as defined .in 
this Simshinc 01-d!nai10e, (hereinafter referred to as a custodia11 ofa p,1blic !'eoord) shall, 
nt nortnnl tin1e1J and .diuing 11onnal and .reasonable hours of operntiou, without 
Ulll'ellsonabl,;, delay, and without reqllidng mi appointment, permit tl1e public l\Joord, or 
any segi.-egable portion of a record, to be inspected and examined by an;y pe1"11on ancl 
~hall rmn!sh one copy thereof l1pon payment of a reasom1bfo copying charge, not to 
exc.eed tile.lesser ofthe actual cost or 10 cents ($0JO)per page. 

b, A rmstodi1U1 ofa public record shall, as soon as possible !1Ud within 10 days folio wing 
rece,ipt of arequestfor lnspeetlou or copy of a publ!c recoJ-d, comply wlth such request. 
Sueh request may be delivered to the office of the custodian by the requestel' orally 01· 
in writing by ~x, postal delivery, ox e-mail. If the custodian believes ,foe record or 
info1,uation requested is not a public record ox Is exempt, the ci\stodian shaHjustify 
withholding any record by demonstratio!J, ln writing as soon as possible Md within 10 
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days following l'eceipt of a reques(, that the record in queatlon is excmpt1.mdcr express 
provision$ of this Sunshine 01·dina1roe. 

c. A ctIBtodian of a, pub lie I!ICOrd shall assist a requester h1 identifying the existence, fbtm, 
and natu.re nf a11y tecon:1/l or infbmation maintained by, available to, or in tire cus~dy 
of the custodian, ~vhethct' 01: not the contents of tbose records are exempt from 
disclosutO and shall, when requested to do so, provide in writing wi1hin seP!m days 
:fullowlng receipt of a rOCJ,uest, a statement llll to Jhe oxistence, quaiitity, fornumd llirture 
ofrccords telatlilg to a particular subject oi' questions with eaough specificity to enable 
a requester to identify recotds in order to 111llko .11 tequest. A custodian ofaoy :p1.iblic 
1-ecord, when not :in poh11.e~sio11 of tile record requested, shall· assist a requester in 
directing areq11est to the pr~er office or staff petso11. 

d. If the custodian refuses, fails to eon1ply, or incompletely complies witl1 a reque,qt for 
record& under this Section, the pllJ.'!lon 111a!dng the reqi1est may petition the Supervisor 
ofRecordsfor a detem1il1lition whether thl! reoo.rd requested is public. The Stipeivisor 
of Records shall inform the petltiorter, ~s soon as possible and within 10 days, ofits 
detennlnation wl1ether the record requested, or ®Y pm of tb.e l'edord re.qoe&ted, ls 
publi.o, Whero requested by the petition, and whore otherwise desirable, this 
detenninatlon Jhall be ln writing, tJpon the det.errninatiru1 by ~e Supervlao1: of' Recorda 
that the record. is publie, the- Snpervisor of Records shall immediately order the 
custodian of the public record to cam.Ply with the person's request, lftlie custodian 
retuses or falls to: comply with ·any such order withlfi five days, the Sup(\tvisor of 
Records shall notify the Sunshine Task Force, aod district a,ttomey or the' atl:Qrney 
general who shall take what.ever me.asures shsl. or he deems ·necessa,1 and appropriate 
to msure compliance witl1 the: provisions or thin Sunshine Ordinance, The Supeiviso1' 
of.Records shall also have the right to investigate any fallttre to comply wlth the 
Su11shine O.rdillan¢e. Th,e Supervisor of Records may implement dlsciplina.y am.liar 
remedial action against City officials and sraff, 

e. If the custodian refuses, fails to comply, or incompletely complies with a request fur 
records under this Section,. at lf a ,Petition ls denied .or not acted on by the Syp.,rvisor 
of Recr;irds, the person making the request Jjlay petitlon the Stmshinc Task Fol'ce for a 
detc11:ninatio11 wbetller the record requested is public, TT1e S:imshine Task Ftiroe shall 
inform the petitioner, a~ roo11 as possible and wit1~112 day$ after its next meetit1g but 
in no case later tllau 45 days frntu wheil a petition in writing is receivijd, of it@ 
determination whether the record requestecf, or any par! of·~ r@cord requested, is 
public. Where requested by the petition, and wll:ere otherwise desln1ble, tbls 
determination shall be in writing. Upon the .determination that the record is pt1blic, the 
Sunshine Task F01t:e shall inunedlal:Oly ordet il1e cliStodian of. the public rccoru to 
comply ~itb: the person's request. Ifthe otistodiaii:reft:raos or fails to comp'):y{with any 
~ucl:i e>rder within 5 days, the Siinshine task Po.roe shii11 notify the district ,atto11iey or 
the attorney geneml who may take wbattw~ m~asu1-es shtHlr h.e ~deems :iieaessllry to 
irl~ure eonipli!Ulce with;the proviidortl! of this Stllll!h.i11e Ordltlitnoo, Thee City Connell 
and the City Attomey•~:offioo shall provide !!Uffic:ient stafl'1t11d:resout'll!lll to allow the 
Sunshine Task Vorce to fulftll lts dnties utidet this provision, Whlll:e requested by the 
petition, the Sunshine TaskFon:e miw conduct a public hilaring c0Me1:ni11g the records 
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request denial. An authorlz.ed rept¢!!entative of the custodian of the public records 
requested .shall attend any l1earingand explain the basis for its decision to withhold the 
records requested. 

f. 'the ac!mlnlstmtlve remedy provided imder this Section shall in no way lhnit the 
availability of other administrative remedies provided to any person with respect to any 
o:f'J;icerot employee of!lny executive office, or Policy Body; not· shall the administrative 
remedy pxovided by this section in any way lim.tt the availability of judicial remedies 
otherwise available to ariyp~1·son requesting a public record, If a custodi~n of" public 
1:e11ord refuses 01• fails. to comply with the request of any person tor inspectio11 or copy 
of il public record orwitl,an admi11istrative order under this Section, the superior comt 
shall have jurlsdictlo1i to order compliance. 

g, In any oou1t proceedinl,l pursuant to th.is 11rticle there shalt be a presumption that the 
record sought is public., a11d tbe burden shall be upon the custodian to prove with 
specificity the 11xemptlon wluah applies, 

ll On at least l1ll ammal basis, and as otherwise requested by the SunshineTask Force, the 
Supervisor of Records shall prepare II tally and report ofove1y petition brought before 
it for. access to records since the time of it& last tally end report. The report shall at least 
identify for each petition the record or records sought, the custodian of those xecords, 
tbert1lil1g oftlli\Supervisor ofRec01·ds, whether•llll)' ruling was pvortumcd by a com1 
and whothci: orders given to custodil:lllS of public records were followed. The roport 
shell also summarize 1111y court actlcms dmillg thet period 1;cgard!ng p11titfolll! the 
Supervisor of Rec.ords has decided, At tl1c request of the Sunshlne Task For~e, the 
repoit shall also include copies of all rulings made by the Supervisor of Records and 
all opinions issued. All annual tallies and reports shall be made available on the City's 
website within ten days. 

l The City Attorney Department shall aet to protect m1d secure the r.ights of the people 
milewpoit Beach to aocess public iofoxmatio1i. and public n1eE1tings and shall not act 
as legal eounsel for any Q!ty tllJUpioyee or an;y person having custody of any public 
record for purposeij of de11yillg access to the public, The City Attorney may publish 
legal opinions ltt tosponsc to a wquest from llilY person al! to whether a record or 
inforJUation is p1,1blic. All i;o111111u11lcations with the City Attomey's Office with regard 
to this Smuthlne Otditlance, bicludillgpetit!on.s,reqnests for ophtlon, and 4phtlol1ll shall 
be public records, regardless ofw11e!her sttoh C0!lllnunications include City employees 
or 0fficlala .. 

j. Notwithstanding the provisions: of this Sect!nn, the City Attorney may defend the City 
or a CitY employ110 in lit1JJatio1n1nder the gunshlne Ordillatice that is Mtuaily filed i.n 
court to any ex:t:e11t required bythe·Clty Chatter or Cii!ifotniaLaw, 

.k, Release of documeutary • publle information, whethe1· foi: inspection of tho original 01· 
by provldfog a copy, shall be governed by the California Public Recnrds Aol 
(Gover11me11t Code sectiotm 7920.000 et seq,) l11 par!fo11lnts not 11dd1·eased by the 
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Su.nsbin;: Ordinance nud hi acoordance with the enlianced disclosure reqniretuents 
provided in this Sunshine Ordinance, 

1. Inspection !llld copy[ug of doetunentary public info1matlon stored in clecttonio fol'l'n 
shall be made available to the parson t·equestlng th!;'! infmmatlmi in any fom1 req11ested 
which is availablfl. to or oas!ly generated by 'the City, lts office1's or employees, 
including disk, tape, printo11totmo11itorat a charg,:rno gn:atortlrnn the costoftha media 
on Which i:t fadup1icated. lnspeotion of documilllfai:y public iofollUl\tioJl on a computer 
monitor need not. be allowed whe1t the i!lfonna.tlon souglli .Is necessarily ai1d 
inseparably intertwined wiili iofornmtiun nut suqjeet to disclosure tinderthis Sunshine 
Ordirutnco. Nothing in this Sectfon.shsll require aDepartn1ent to program ur reprogram 
a cOlllputer to· respond to a request for infom1ation orto rele1111e information where the 
release of that itlformatio11 would violate a licensing agreement or copyright law. 

The voters l1ereby adopt St1ction409.51 ("Release uf Oral Fublie Tofurmation") of the City CIU!rter: 

Rele!llle of oral public intbrmation shall be accomplished as :follows: 

a. Eve1:y Department head shall desiptc a periun or pm:sons knowledgeable about the 
affairs of the Department, to provide fnformaticm,. inolnding oral information, to the 
public about tht1 Department's operations, plans, pulicies and positio!ls. The 
Department head 111ey deslgnatebimsolf or he:rsel:f fo1• thili as!!ignme.ut, but ta any 1,ve11t 
shall arrallge that an alternate he available for 1his fmiction during tl1e absence of the 
person assigned prir!lru.y responslbility. ff a Depm1me!lt has multiple bureans or 
divisions, tlie Depart111c11t may designate a person ut persuns for each bureau or 
division to provide this: fofo1mation. • 

b, The role of the pe;son ur persons so desigaated slrnll be tu :provide info1mation on as 
tirnely and respoll,,ive abasfa !Ill posslble to those members of the :public wbo are not 
requesting info1mation :fJ:om a sp1;1clfie perso!l. Tlrls Section shall not be mterpreted to 
ci:lttal! existing info1maroontaetll between empluyees and members. of the public wbe11 
those i;;outacts are occasional, accept~ble · to the ernpluyee and the Depaittl'ient, not 
di.mtptive of his or :Iler operatiunal duties ·!i!ld cunfmed to ll!.lcw:ate in:forµ1itton not 
con:6de!ltial hy law. 

c, No employ11e shllll he.requil'ed tn respo11d to an inquiry or inquiries fi'Pm ru.1 individual 
ifit Would fake the empli>ree .!l'.\Ui:e thau two huurs to ubtainthe illfor!l1ation respunsive 
to the i11qu!ry or inq11idei1. 

d. Fublie employees s11llll !10t be diaeouraged. from ot diaciplincd. fu, the expre~sion uf 
'their personal opllllons on any matter ofpubllc ecmcern while not o!l duty; SQ long !Ill 
the opinion (1) is 110t represe11teq as tl1nt of the De:partmertt !llld does not misrepresent 
the Depru:t)'Iieilt position~ ai1d (2) dues nut disrupt coworker relations, hn.palr· discipline 
orcantrol by$!1pel'iors, erode a close workingmlationship premised o!l personal loyaity 
and colitidelitiallty, inl:merl.! with the em11loyee'a performance of his ur her .:Jut:i~s or 
obstruct the IOUtltie op!ll'alion of the office ht a nia!l!lel' tl1at uutweighs the employee's 
interests In eiq,ressuig that lipi11i.o!l. I11 adopti'11g this Subdivision, the Ci, inte!lds 
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merely to testate aod aJ:rlrn1 court decisions recognizing the First Amet1dment rights 
eqjoyed by public eniployees. Nothing in this Section shall be oonstl'ued to provide 
rights to City employees beyond tbose recognized by courts, now od11Jhe futu1-e. under 
the First. Atneudmenl, or to create any new private cause of' action or defense to 
disciplinary action. 

e. Notwltl1st!lllding any other ptovlsiona of the S=hine Ordinance, public employees 
shall not be disoouraged tl·om or disciplined for dlsdosing any in:l'Qrmatio1a that is 
pt1bltc information or a public j'COord to any journalist or any member of the public, 
Any public employee who is disciplined for disclosing public information or a public 
record shall have a cause of action against the City and 1he supervisor imposing the 
discipline. 

The voters hereby adopt Section 409.52 {"Public Review File - Policy Body Communications") 
of the City Charter: 

a. Tb;;) City Clerk and the clerk of each t)epartment and commission shall nrnintait1 a file, 
itcoessible to any per$on during norma.1 office houxs, containing a copy of any lette1·, 
men1or1111duro or other t101mnunleation which the elexk 11a.s dietr!buted to or received 
from a qtiorum. of the Policy Body concerning a matter callillldared by the b.oc\9 within 
the previous JO days or likely to be ca:lenda.red wl.thin the next 30 days, hTesp.ective of 
Sttbject matter, origin or reoipio11t, except commercial aolielt!!tions, periodical 
publications or eomm1mica,tiona i:,Ji:empt :from diseiostmi 1111det the California Pnblio 
~oords Act (Government Code sections 7920 .000, et seq.) and not deemed disclosable 
under Section409,53 of the Sunshine OrdUl!ll.iee. 

b. Communications, as described in $1,tbseetion (a), sent or received in the last three. 
business days shall be maintained ln chronological order in the office of the Depar1111ent 
bead or at a place nearby, .oleady designated to the pitblic. After doct1monm have been 
en file for 1:lu:ee .ft1ll days, Uiey roay be removed, and, in the discretion of the board or 
collll11ission, placecl in a monthly chronological file. 

o. Multiple•page repoits, studies or analyses Which are accompanied by a letter or 
111e111orn11dtun of transmittal need not be included in tho file . so long· as the letter or 
memorandum of t1:ansn1ittal is indudod. 

'rh¢ voter& l1er¢by adopt Section 409.53 ("Public h1fo11nation That Must Bo Disclosed!') of the 
City Cba.rt:et: 

Notwithstnnding the City Council's and Deparunent's legal discretion to. withhold 
certain infonnation unde, the C:11lifuntla Public Records Act, the followhlg policies shall 
govem speolfi.c typos of dotmments and inforrn!ltion and shall provide enlninced tights of 
public access tC\ infon:rmtio11 and records: 

a. Neither the City nor any office, official, employee, or agent thereof m11y assert M the 
basis for withholding any dacu1i1ents or information requested under the $nn$hine 
Oi:dimu1ce, or the California Public Records Act (Qov.Codesectian 1!122.00() et .. req.) or 
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ally si1:nih1t pmvision authorizing the wifbholding of aoy doctlJllent or information 
based on a findinJJ, ox sl1owlng tlmt the public inte,'l.ll!t in wltl1boldlug tl1e informatlou 
.outweighs the public intere,~t In disclosure. 

b. Neitlwr the City nor any office, em1>loyee, or agent theteofnmy assert iu, exemption 
for wifbhoidlng fur any document or information based on a "deliberative pmcess" 
exemption, either as ptcivl.ded by Califo1'1lia Public Records Aot Section 792,2.000 or 
1!11,Y other provision of law that does trot pl:ohlbitdisolosure. 

c. A11 withholdings of documents or Wormlltion must be based on nn exp1·ess provisfon 
of tl:us Sunshine Ordimtnce providing for withholding of !11e specific type of 
lnfQmlation in question or on ai1 express and specific exemption provided by California 
Public Rcoords Act that la not forbldden by tllis Su11sbino Ordinance. 

d. Draft~ !!lid Me111oranda. 

(I) Except as provided in subparagraph (2) below, no prelin1inary dl:aft or 
Policy Body memomndum, whether fa printed or electronic form, sbaU be exempt 
ftoill disclosure under Goveromexit Code Section 7927.500 or 11113• other provision 
of the C:a!!fomia Public Records Act. If such a d!lcument is 11ot normally kept on 
file !!lid would otherwise be di.sposed of, 1ts: factual content ls not exempt tmder 
Govel'Ull1ent Cod1, Section. 7927 S00. Only the retlo1umendatiou of the a11tho1•.may, 
in sucl1 circumstances, be wifbheld ait exempt. 

(2) Dta:ft versiollll of an agreement being negotiated by representativ_es of the 
City with s0l11e other party need uot be dlselosed i111mediately upon creatio11 imt 
must .l>e p1-eserved ood made available for public nwiew for 10 day!! pdor to the 
presentatitm of the agreement fol' approval by a Policy Body, unless the Polioy 
Body finds !hat and articulates how the pnbli¢: interest would be unavQidably and 
substantially hlllined by compli®ee with thls 10 day nile, provided that Policy 
Body M used in this Subdivision does not includl:! committi:es, In the case of 
negotiations for a contract. lease 'or other busines:t agreemellt it1 which. ·au agency 
of ti>e City fa offering to prov.Ide facilities or sewioos in direct competition with 
othel' public or private entities that .are not required by .law to mal<e thel:n:ompeting 
proposals public or do 11ot in fact ma~'lheir proposal~ public, the Polioy Body may 
postpone, public access to the fioal draft agreement tmtH it is presented to it fqr 
!!ppi'()Val, 

e. Litigation Material. 

(t) Notwithstanding any exemptions .othetwil!e provided by law, t!le followhl8 
are public records subject to disclosure under this Sm'!s'bine Ortiinat1ce: 

(i) A pre-litigation claim against the City; 
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(ii) A recol'd ptevi.ously tlllcelved m· created by a Policy .Bod.y In the 
ordioru:y course of business that was not atto11ley/client privileged w11(ln it 
was previously 1·eceived or created; · and 

(iii) Advice on compliance with, analysis of, an opinion eoJ1ce11111lg 
liability under, 01· any commll11icatio11 otherwise 0011cel'!1ing the Californil; 
Public Records Aet, tho Ralph M. Brown Act, the Political Refo1111 Act, the 
City Charter, lbe City of Newport Beach Municipal Code, or iliis Sunshine 
Ordinance. 

(2) Unless otherwise privileg11d ,mder California law, when litigation 'is finally 
ac!lndicated or otbe1wlse settled, records of all coinmunioatio!ll! beLween the Policy 
Body and the adverse party shall be subject to ill1111edlate disclosure, Including the 
text and terms of any settlement 

f. fersonnel Information. 

None of the following shall be exempt from disclosure under Clovemrnent Code 
Section 7927 .400 to Gove!1llllent Code Section. 7927.430, or ru1y other provision of 
Califo111ia. Law where disclosure is not fClXbidden: 

(!) The job pOQl cliarneteristios and employment and education histories of all 
successfiil job applic!lllts, includi!lg at a mhiliuum the following information as to 
each suacessful job applicant: 

(i) Sex, age and etlulia group; 

(ii) Years of graduate 1111d undergraduate study, dl/,lgreo(s) ancl majot or 
discipline; 

(iii) Ye.all of employment in the pr.ivate and/or public sector; am! 

(iv) Whether cum11ntly employed in the same position fox another public 
agency, 

(v) Other 0011-identifylng particulars M to experience, credentials, 
aptitudes, il'ai11it1g or eduO,\ltlon entered in or attached to a standard 
en,ploymentapplicatlo11 form ,tsed for the position fu question. 

{2} The professfonal biogl'aphy or cui'ti!.lulum vitae of any employee, provided 
!hat the home address, J1ome telephone 11,m1her, social secul'ity nmliber, age, and 
marital status of the e.rnployee shall be tedacted. 

(3) The Joh description of every omploy111ent classification. 

(4) The l)x:aetgross. salary and City-paid benefit, avail11ble to every employee; 
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(5) Any memorandtlltl ()ftmderstimding between tlie City or :Deparum.mt 11nd a 
recognized employee organiz!ttion. 

(6) The amount, basts, and recipient of any performance-based inr.i:easc in 
compensation, benefits. or both, or !lllY other boni1s, awarded to any lllllployee, 
which shall be announee.d during the opeu sei1siou ofa Policy Body at which the 
award is approved. 

(7) The record of any confirmed mi$COl'ldtrot of a public employee involving 
pet'llonal dishonesty, misappropriation pf public funds, resources or benefits, 
milawful disc1iminatio11 against rutolber on the basis of status, abuse ofauthority, 
or violence, and. of!llly discipline imposed for smihmisconduct. 

g. Law Enforcement Information. 

Tlw Chic£ of Police ood City Attorney are e11couraged to coopomte with ihe press 
and othar members of the public in allowing access to local reeords: pertllini11g to 
investigatiollll, arrests, and other law enfoteeme11t activity, However, no provisio11 of 
the S11ru1hlne Ordmanee 1a intemled to abrogate or interfere with thee co11Stitutional and 
statutot'y power and dutlea of !lllY district attomey, sheriff, poliee officer or other 
applicable Sta.te law orjudielal decision, Records pertaining to any investigation, mest 
01' other law enforeemellt activity shall be i:lisclosed to the public once the district 
attorney or court determioes that a prosecutio11 will 11otbe sougl!t against the subject 
involved, or once the statute Qf limitatfona fur :filing charges has expired, wbiehevex 
occurs first. Notwithstanding the occurrenee of nny .sueh eve11t, individual Items Qf 

infonnaticn In the following catego1ies lllay be segi:!lgated and withheld if, on tl1e 
particul!trfacts, the publlc interest in11011disclosure clearly Md substantiaily outweighs 
the public interest in dlsolosi.ire: 

(1). The lllllll!!S of juvenile witnesses (whose identities may nevertheless be 
indicated by substituting a number or alphabetlcal letter for each mdividual 
interviewed); 

(2) Personal or otherwise private lnfbrmadon related to or unrelated to the 
investigetio11 if disi::losure would eonstitltte all tlllWlllT!lllted invasion of pdvacy; 

(3) '.rhc identity of a confidential source; 

( 4) Secret investigative teclmiques or proeed~; 

(5) lnf61'mation whose diiclosw:e would endmger law enforcement persollllCl; 
or 

(6) Ioformatio11 whose disclorore would endanger the snccessfli! completion. of 
ao investigation whore t'he prospect of enforcement pi'Oeeed!ngs is conerete and 
deflnitll, 
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This Subdiv.tsion shall not exempt from disclosure any portion of any record of a 
concluded inspeoti.011 oi: enforoemcui action by an office, or Policy Body 
1-espous.tble :fbnogulato:ry protection ofthe public health, safety, or welfare. 

h. Contmcts. Bfds ru,1d Ptgposals. 

(1) Contracts, contractors' bids, responses to requesls for proposals and all 
other records of co1umunlcations between a Policy Body l!Ud persons or firms 
seeking contract, shall be open to inspection immediately aft.er a contract has been 
awarded and for no less than two years after the contract has been awarded. Nothing 
ill this prov!sion reqvlres the dlscloimre of s private person's or organization 'a net 
wortil or other propdetary fimmcial data submitted for qualification for a contract 
or other benefit until and unless that person or orgallization is awarded the contract 
or benefit. All bidders and co11traetors shall be advised that information provided 
wl1foh is QOvered by tltls Subdivision will be made available to tbe public upon 
request. Illim11dlately after my review or· evaluation or rating of 1'llspons11s to a 
Request for Prop()sal ("RFP") has heel1 completed, evalvation forrn11 and score 
sheets and any othel' do.cuments used by persons In the RFP evaluation or coutract(lr 
selection process sbilll b¢ available for public inspection and for 110 less than two 
yeru'!!, The 1iatlies of scorers, graders or eval11ators, along with 111eir individual 
.ratings, collll11ents, and score sheets 01· eo11nno11ts 011 related qoo\111ll')nts, shall be 
lllade iu1medlately available after the t-evlew ·or evaluation of a RFP lms been 
completed and fur.no less thantwo years. 

(2) AU documents exchanged and related to tho position of the parties, 
ill eluding. draft. contracts., sliall bo madt! available for public il!spectioi1. and copying 
upon request for no less thrut twoyeru·s if they relate to negotiations for: 

(i) personal, professional, or other co11traotunl s¢1'Vices not subject to a 
competitive process 01· where such a process l1as arrived at 11 stage whete 
there is only one qualified or responsive bidder; 

(ii) leases or perm.its having total antioipatecl revenue or expense to the 
City of'.Newpo1't of five lmndred !hommnd dollro:s (!500,000} or more or 
having a term oflO years or more: or 

(iii) aey franchise agi~ements. 

In the event tlll\t no ~eords ate pr1;1pared 01· <1;xcha11ged d11ting negotiation$ in t\1e 
above-mentioned categories, or t)-ie records exchanged do not provide n 
nieaningl:'ul tepreseiltation oftl,e 1·espective po$itions, the City Attotney or City 
representative fam!l(ar witl1 the negctlatiQns sh~!, u11on a written request by a 
n1emher 0£ the :rmblic, prep11re wdtten stlll1mar!es of the 1:espeeiive pos!liollS 
withil1 flva wo1-J...1ng days following tile final day of negotiation of ,i.ny given 
week. The Sll®naries will he available for public inspection and copying. Upon. 
completion oJ'negotjatJons, !l:te executed eonu·oo!, including the dollar amount of 
.$atd contract, shall be nmde avallabl~ for hlapcctio11 and copylng. At the end of 
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each fiscal yel1r, each Department shall provide to the City Attorney a liat of all 
sole ao11rce- eont,aets entered into durh1g the past fiscal yeai: Thia list shall be 
made available for inspeotion and copying as provided for elsewhere in the City 
Charte1: • 

i. Budgets and Other Financial lnform14tjQll, Budget&, whetbat· tentative, p~oposed or 
adopted, :!brthe City or any 1Jepart11wrrts, progrlill1S, projects Ol' other categodes, and 
all bills, ClllUll!l, lnvoioes, voni.ihers or other records ofpayntent obligations as well as 
records of actual diiil1ursements showhlg !11e 1Unount paid, tlie payee and !he PlllllOl!C 
for which payment is made, other than payments for social or other service& whose 
l'l'!CQrds are confidetttial by law, shall not be exempt from disclosure under any 
elrct1!:llstances. 

Tbe voters hereby adopt Section 409.54 ("Immediaoy of Response") of the City Chll!'ter; 

n. Notwithstanding the IO day period for response to a request pei'mitted in Government 
Code Section 7922.535 and in tlils Section, a written request for mformation descl'ibed 
h1 any category oh1on-exempt publio info1mation shall be satisfied no later than the 
five business days following the day of the request. This deadline shal[ apply only if 
the words "Immedillte Dlsclo&tu-e Request" are plae.ed acrOl!S the top of tile request and 
Ott tbe envelQpe,, subje.;t lh1e,. or cover sheet hi which the request ia tra11Smitted. 
Maximll111 deadlines pmvided in tills artie!e are appropl'iate for more extensive or 
demandillg request,, but sball not be used to delay fulfilling a shl1ple, routine or 
othe1wlse readily ll!lllwerable request. • • 

b. If the volun'linolill natw:e of the im:bnnation requested, its location ln ll remote storage 
faollity or the need to consult witll anotlier iuterosted Department warrants an extension 
of l O days as provi(led m Government Code Section 7922.S:35, the :requester shall be 
notified ns required by the close ofhusine$$ on the businer,s day following tlle request. 
An.y · sueh notlfieatiou .shall identify with specificity the steps taken to identify tbe 
volume of roopon.,ive recordit, includinl!; any seareb parl!ll1etets med to identify tbe 
volume of records and the record oustudians who performed any wch search, and 
briefly explain why it would not .he possible to review the identified records without lill1 
extension, For the purposes of tbiq • Section, unusual eii:CUllllltanees shall not include 
consider .any ordinary business activities of the City or any Pepartment or diviaion 
holdhlg responsive records, 

o. Th!! person seekl.!Jg the infoi:mntiqn need not stat!} his or Iter 1-eaao11 for m1tlci11g the 
request ox the U$(! to which tin: information will be ,put, and requesters shall m;it be asked 
to make such a dis.olo$li1'e, Where a record being requested contain~ information which 
ls exempt ft·om disclosure under the Califothia Public 1"ecoids Act and this Section. 
l'towever, the City Attomi,y or eustodian nfthe rec.ord :11'.l!ly inform tile requestel' o:f the 
rtl!tw:e a11d: extent. of tfle non-ex:e!l:lpt infol:ll1atign and i:hquire. lll! to the requester'',;i 
purpose fo1• se~khlg it, in order to suggest alte1-native sources lbr the UJformiJti91:1 which 
may hlvolile lel!fttedaol;inn c>1·t:> ()the1wisc 1m,pare a re~p()11l!e tQ thereque~t. 
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d, Notwithstanding any provisions 0£ California Law or the Sunshine Ordinance, in 
response to !I request :t'or lnfo1matlon. descdbing any category of non-exempt public 
inforll1!ltion, when so requested, the Cicy of Newport Beach shall produce any and all 
responsive public records as soon as reasonably possible on an incremental 01· "rolling" 
basis such that responsive record!f are produced as soon as possible by the end of the 
same business ilay that they a:re xeviewed !\lid collected. This Section is intended to 
pl'i:,hibltthe withholding of public records that are 1,esponsivc ta a rccai'd$ request tmtll 
all pote11tially responsive documents have been l'eviewed and collected. Failure to 
comply with thi~ prov lslon is a violation of the Sunshine Ordinance. 

The votei·s hereby adopt Seetio11 409.55 (''Withholding Kept to a Minimum") of the City Charter: 

No record shall be withheld fi:om disclosure in its entil:cly unless all information 
co11talned in it ls exetupt fi'Om disolosw:e under express provisions of this Sunshine 
Ordlmu1ce, the C!!llfor11ia :Pttblic Records A.et, or of some othei: statute. Information that is 
el{em11t.ftom disclosure shall be masked, deleted ox otherwise segreg/1.ted in order that the 
11011exemptporl:ion of a requested record 1wiy be released, and keyed by footnote or other 
clear reference to the appropriatojustiifoation forwltbholdmg required by Section 409.56. 
'fhi's work :shall be donf.l personally by the attom.ey or other staff member conduoting the 
eKemptfon review; The work of responding to a public-records reqtiest and ·preparing 
documents for dls..,losure shall be consldel'ed part of the regular wol'k duties of any City of 
Newport !3e!ll)h employee, Md no tee JSball be chatged tu the reqnester to cover the 
personnel costs ofrespoudlng to a1'ecords niquest, 

The voters hereby adopt Seolio11 409,56 ("Justificatlon ofWithJ1qlding") .of the City Charter: 

Ally witi1holding ofinfo1malion shall be justifi.ed, on 11 ducumenl•by-document,basis, io 
writing and memorializedltl ,dog to faciUtate review by a. req11este1~ as followii: • 

a; Awltbholding under a $Jlecific permissive exempt\on in tl1e California Public Records 
Act or elsewhere,. which pernussivo exemption is not forbidden to be assexted under the 
Su11sbi.ne Ordinance, shall cite that imtborlty. 

b. A withltoldb1g 011 tb.e basls tbat disclosure is prohibited hy law shall cite the specific 
statutory !lulharily In the Puhlic Records Act 01· elsewhere. 

e. A wjthl1olding 011 the basis thst disclosure would incm civil ot i::ritrtinal liability shall 
cite any specific statnto1y or case law, or any other public ageney's litigation 
experience, suppoi•ti11g that position, 

q, When it reeot'd being l'equested coutal11s i1tfo11nation, most ofwhleh la exempt from 
disclos\lte under the C~fornla Public Records Act and the Sunshine. Ordirumoe, the 
custo.dian. shall h)fonn the requester of the 11att11-e .!ind extei1t of th1; ;10nexen1pt 
information and suggest al:ter11ative sources for the .information requested, If 11:tailable. 

The votet~ l1ereby adopt $eetio11 409.57 ("Index: to Records") o!the City Chai'ter: 
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The City ofN,m,port Beach shall prepare a publio record,'i index that identifies the 
typei; of inf<ll'n~attcm Md docume1rl<! mmntained by the City Ccmncit, Pepartmonts, and 
elected officfolll. The index shall be for the use Of City officials, staff and the grmeral public, 
and shall be orgruilzed to permit a general understanding of the type;; .of imormat!on 
l)laintained, by, whfcli officials and Depa1tn1ents, for wl1ich purposes and for wl:mt periods 
of retention, and UJider what manner of organlzati011 for accessing, e.g,, by reference to a 
uame, a date, a proceedllig ot pl'oject, Ol' some other referencilJi system. The llidex need 
not be ill sooh detail !IS to id9ntify :t1les Qt 1-ecotd!i coucetuing a specific person. transaction 
or other event, bUt shall clearly indicate wh!)te and how records of tbat type atp kepi. Any 
such mfiS!er index sbnU be :reviewed by aJlPropriate staff for accuracy and presented for 
formal adoption to the admin.fatrntive official or Polley Body responsibltw for thefadexed 
records, 'Tf1e City ME\Ilager shall be responsible for the prep!lt1ltion of thfa reconi1 index. 
The City Manager shall report on the 1migress oftbe index tu the Sunshine 11ulk Force on 
at least a seml•llllllual basis until thr.: index is completed. Each Depaxl!11ent and public 
official shall cooperate with the City Manager to identify the types of records it miiintairts, 
including those docwnents created by the enfrty !llld those doeuments receiV¢d in the 
ordinary cotll'se Qf business and the types of requests tbat are xegularly reeeived, Each 
Department and elected o:fficialisencouraged to solicit and 1111coitragc public plll'ticipi1tton 
to dev.el.op. a meaningful records index. Th,a index: shall clearly and meaningfully describe, 
With illl much specificity as practicable, the individual types of records that are prepared or 
maintained by each Department 01· public official of the City of Newport Beach. The index 
shall be sufflei~nt to aid tI1e publ(c in 111aldng an iuquizy or a l'equilst to iuspeot. Atty 
changes in the Departments or eleeted officials p111ctices or procedures affecting the 
acc,)l'aey of the information provided. to 1he City Ml:lll!lger shall be recorded by the City 
Manager on no less than an arunml basis so as to maintain the integrity ancl accuracy ofthe 
index:. The index shall be continuouslymaintuined on the City ofNewp9rtBeach'llwebsite 
!lll,d made avail.ab!!'> at a pubU9 library within tb.e City ot'Newpqrt Beacli. 

The voters hereby adopt Section 409.58 C'Recotds Smvive Transition of Official$"). of.the City 
Charter: • 

All dueumen1s prepared, received, or maintained by thii Clty Counci~ l,j' aoy 
elected City officilll, and by the head of any OeJ;J!ll'tlnent are the propert;y of the City of 
Newport Beach. The originals oftbese documents shalt be maintained consistent with the 
recQl'd& retention policies of the City. • 

'I1w voters bereby adopt Section 409,59 e•rntemet Access, Minimum Standards'') of 'the City 
Charter: • 

Each Department shall make publfol:y available througn its website or the City's 
websi~ 11!1. mi;i.cb, in:fbrrnal:loi:t and llS lll!lliy docti1:ttents as possible QOi1cerning its activities. 
l\.t a minlmlll!I, within 'sit nio11ths a:ftei e1il!ctme1~t of this Section. each T1epar~ent shall 
post on ifs website allrneetiugli.otioeuequirtid undertbe 81.!U~hine Oxd{nao,ce, agendas and 
1;he minutea of all p1'Bvious meeting$ of' auy oJ' theh: Polioy BodbisJor the lastth!'ee Y!ilitrs. 
N;otioes and agendas shalt lie posted no later tl:li11i 1he tune that the De1111£tment ptherwfae 
di.sttibutes: thls iufrinimtion to the public, allowlrtg J;elll)OMble tune f'or posfu,t~. Minufes o:l' 
1noolinga shall be ];idsted as soon as po~sihle, but in any event witilht 10 days lfter they 

% 
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have been i\l)proved. Eaoh Department shall malte reasouable efforts to e11Stu:e that its 
web$ile 01· any portlo11 of the (:!ity's webs!~ that it nses to post materials is regularly 
reviewed fot timeliness and updated 011 at least a week!y basis. 

Tho voters hereby adoJ)t Section409.GO ("Lobbyist on Beh!llf of the City") of'the City Cbatier: 

a. Alty lobbyist who contracts for econo1nlc consideration with the City of Newport 
Bench to represent the City of Newport Beach in matters before any local, regional, 
State, or federal adruirtlstratlv1.1 or legislative body shall file a publiq re~ords teport of 
theil' activltfos 01\ a quartel'ly hnsis with tlie Sunshine Task Force. Thls l'eport sliall be 
n1aintaio.ed by the Sunshine Task Force and n9t be exl.,lllpt f\'.orn disclosure. Each 
quarterly report shall ldeutify all nnancial expenditures exceeding two hu11dred doUars 
($200) by the lobbyist, the individual or entity to whom each expenditu1-e w~ made, 
the date tho expenditure was made, lllld specifically identify the .local, State, regional 
Qr national legislative or administrative action the lobbyist supported or opposed in 
maklng the expendltui•e, Tbe failure to :file a q1.mrtedy repo1't with the required 
disclosll!'eS shall be a violation of this Sunshine Ordinance. The City shall promptly 
terminate any lobbyist who fails to timely file two consem1tive quarterly repmts. 

h, No pers0rt shall be deemed a lobbyist Uilder section (a), unless that person recf,lives or 
becomes entitled to receive at least two thousand dollars ($2,000) total compensation 
in any month for inflnench,g 1Qglslative or adhlinistrativc action on. hehalf of the City 
of Newport Beach, or within two cqnsecntive months has lit least 25 $eparata contacts 
with lqcal, State, :regional or national officials for the purpose ofhrlluru1oing legkilath,e 
or administrative 11ction on behalf of the City of Newport ]'¼each, No business or 
organization simll be deeined as a lobbyist under Section. (a) nnlessit compensates its 
employee~ 01·members for their lobbying activities 011 behaffofthe City ofNewport 
Beach, .and the compensated employees or members have at least 25 sepal'ate contacts 
wlthlocal, State,:regionalot national officials fc1rthepnrpose of influencing legislative 
or adn1inistrati~ action witl1in any two consecutive months. "Total compensation" 
shall be ealculatcd by combining all compensation received from the City· of Newport 
Beaoltdnrlng the tt!onth fol' lobbying activities on matters at the looaI, State, regional 
or national level, '".l'otal number of i:on!acta" shall be calculated by coJlibini:ng all 
contacts mllC(e dntl:ug th(ll two•n1outh period on beh!llf of the City of Newport 2?cach t'oi 
all lobbyfog ac'ti:vitieii onma~rs at the local, state, regional or l1!1tiollal levet • 

c,. Funds o:l'the City.of Newport Beach, Including org,mizatlonal .dnes, shall not be used 
to suppoi:t any lobbying efforts to restrict pnblic access t('.) records, information, or 
mf;letings, except where such effort la solely for thil pUl'pose of pr9teetl11g the identity 
a.nd privacy tights ot'private oltizens. • 

The voters hereby adopt Section 409,61 ("Calendars of Certain Officials") ot'the City Charter: 

a, The Mayor, City Attorn(;ly, the City Council, and every chief executive 01· head of every 
\Oepllrtment sllall ke/lp or cause to be kept a daily calendar wlte)'e!nis recorded the time 
and· pl!we of each .meeting (l:r ~vent atlended by that official, either in person or by 
t9leco11fel'et1Ce 01' oth!lr electronic means, wit11 the eirolnsion of purely personal or social 
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events at which 110 .City business is discusJJed and that do not take place at City of 
Ne:wpoit Beach officei'i! or at tlui of:tlcCJJ or residences of people who do business with 
01· ate :otherwise substantially ±!rumoially affected by !Ultlons o:F the Clty of Ni;:wport 
Beach,. For theetinga not otherwise publicly reoorded, the calendar shall include a 
gene11;tl statement:of'issues discussed. Snch calendars shall be public1eeords and shall 
be available to any requestertin-ee busine~s days subseqiientto fh'e~alendar entry dnie, 

b, For meetings or events with ten or.fewer attendees, the calendar shall also identify the 
indivldual(s) pres1mt and organiif.\l#On{s) l"!lpresent¢d at the meeting or evf!llt if known 
by th1;1 official, unless the official is aware that the.fnfo1mation would l'eveal the idei:itlty 
of a confidential whistleblower, would disclose the attendance of me1nbera or 
representatives ofa labor orgaruzatlon at a rneetbtg to disc11'!S matters within the scope 
oftepresentllti'1ll, !lJI thsttermi& defined in Callfor.nia Government C'1deSecti(m 3.504, 
would reveal personnel infu1matlon 11ot·l:\til:\ieet to disclosure, or is otherwise exempt 
fl'om disclosttre under-S:lnie and local 'law. For the purpose of calculating the tota.t 
m1n1ber of attendees at a meeting or e'lllillt an official shall not include himself 01· 
hernelf. 

c. The obligatio11a imposed under subseotion (b }, and the obligations imposed upo1t under 
subsectiort {a), shaU 11ot !lpply to tnectings or eveut!! where City .of Newpoi·t Beach 
business is discussed only incidentally; to U11pla11ned, casual conversations with 
lesidents; to campaig11-related. 111eet:in'gs, events, and appemnees; or to meetings or 
events where all attendees~ employees or offieers in. the offlclal's0Depat!!11.et1t,which 
for men1bers of the City Council shall mean tliat all attendees are members 9fthe City 
Connell. legislati.ve aides, or employees of the Clty Clerk. Officiais .. are 110! in violation 
of subsections {b), and members ofthe City Council me not in violation of ,'llbseotion 
(b), · Jf they e!ln dento11Strate a go.od faith effort to con1ply with their obligations 
fuei-eunder. 

The votem hereby adopt Section 40!Ml2 ("Sonrees of Outside Funding''} of the City Charter: 

No official or employee or agent of the City of Newport Beaclt sball accept, ,illow 
to be collected, 01· direot or influe11oe the spending of, any money, or any goods or services 
worth more than t""'°' tl,orisand. dollars ($2,000) l.u !lfill1'eg!\f&, for the purpose of Cl;ll'rying 
ollt. or assisting any City of Newport Beach function unless. the arnl.)\mt a11d smi.roe of all 
snch fund$ Is disclosed as a public tecord lllld made available on the website for the 
Departt11ent to which die fl.tnds are directed or the City;s website. When such: :l:\iltds are 
provided i:;r managed by au, entity, and not an individnal,thateutity mtmt lliree in writing 
to abide by the So.nsbine Ordinance before providing or managitig a11ch fultds. The 
dfaclos11re shall include the 1·u1mes. of all individuals or • Qrganizations contributing such 
money and a statement as to any financial interest the contributor has hwolvingthe City of 
Newport Beach. • 

the votel's hereby adopt Section 409.63 (''Correspondence !llld Records ShaJJ Be Maintained") of 
t\1~ City Cba;OOr: 
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n. The Mayor and all heads of evory Department shall maintain and preserve in n 
professional and businesslike J11anner all docu111e11ts and correspondence, including but 
110t lithited to letters, e,1:nalls, drafts, memotandum, invoices, reports and proposals, 
and shall disclose all such records in ncco!'danoe with this Sunshine Ordinance. 

b. The City Clerk (or the Orange County·Registrnr of Voters, if necessible to the City 
Clerk) shall keep and preserve all reco1·ds and invoices relating to tbe design ruid 
p1inti11.g of ballots and other elootio1i materials and shall keep and preserve records. 
documenting who had custody of ballots fi:o!ll the titue ballot$ are cast µntil ballots ru·c 
received and certified by the City Clerk or Qr!lllge Cou11Ly Registrar of Voters. 

c. In illly contract, agreement or permit between the City of Newport Beach and any 
outside entity that authodzes that e!ltlty to demand ru1y fi.mds 01' fees from citizens, the 
City .of Newport Beach aha!! ensure thut acoll!'ate records of eaoh ira11saotio11 are 
maintained h1 a proft1ss!o11al !llld bush1esslike m!11111er and are available to the public as 
public records under the provisions of this Sunshine Ordinance. Failure ofan entity to 
oomply with these provisions shall be grounds for tenninatlng the conti:act or for 
imposing a financial penalty equal to one-half of tile fees derived under the agreement 
or permit durh1!,i the period of tirt,e when the failure wu h1 effect. Faillll'e of any 
Dep1U:ti:uent uhder this provision shall be a vi olatlon of ibis Sunshine Ordinance, This 
paragraph shall apply to any agreement allowing au entity to tow or impotmd vehicles 
In Newpo1t Beach !Uld shall apply to any agreement allowing an entity to collect any 
fee from any J)l)rSons in any pretrial diversion progtruu. 

The voters hoteby adopt Section 409 .. 70 ("Sunshine Task Force'') of the City Charter: 

a. There is hereby established a task force to be known as the S.unshluc Task Poree 
consisting of five voting members appointed by the City Atto111ey (''Slinsbb1<l Task 
Force"), All members must ha.ve experience and/or demons!J:ated interest in the issues 
of citizen access and participation in local government. One memher must be au 
attorney who has g1'!lduated ;&om a law school accredited ,by the American Bar 
Association and who is, 01' was, licensed to pt'l!ctice to law in the State ofCalifomia. 
One member shall be a member of tile public experleneed fa co11sumer advoc'acy a11d/9r 
civil liberties. The Sunshine Tuk Foree may have no more than one City Council 
member a., a member, but shall not be required to have 1111y City Council men1ber as a 
member, 

b. The City Attom,ey ab,!lll serve as legal advisor to the S1.tnshl11e Tuk Force. The 
Suosbhu.1 Tallk Futce shall, at its request, have assigned to it ai1 attorney iro111 within 
the Ci Ly A.ttormiy' s. O.ffice, who is experienced hi public access law matters. This 
attomey shall serve solely as a legal advisor and advocate to tbe 81.mshine Task Force 
lllld an etlucal wall will be ma!ntained between the work of th.it attorney 011 behalf of 
the Stmshine Tlll!k Fo.rce and 11ny pers011 or City office that the Sunshine Task Force 
determines mey have, a conflict ofinterest with regard to the n1atters•being handled by 
l.be attorney. ' 
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c. The term of e!loh appointive member shall bo tlu;eeyo11r11 unless earlier removed by 1ho 
City AttQ:rney. In the event of suoh removiil ox in tho event a vacancy qthei-wiee occurs 
dtuing the tert11 of oftic<l of nny appoin1ive me.11.iber, a st1ccol!$or shall be appoh1ted for 
the une;xph:lld temi of the office vacated in a nutlller similar to tl;at described herein 
fur thtl initlal members. The Sunslline Task Force shall ell;\ct s chfli.r from an10ng its 
appointive 1nembers. 'l'.b.e term of office as cbair o:f the Sunshlne Task Force shall be 
two year.;. Members oftne Sunshine Task Force shall se1vewithout compensatfo.n. 

d. The Sn.nshine Task Force shall advise the City Council and pmVide lnfonnation to other 
Departments qn appropriatlcl ways in whiQh to jmple.nwnt tbii, chapter, The SuOBbine 
Tlllik Force shall devclQp appropriate gqals to ensure practical and timely 
implementation of this Section, The Sunshine Task Force may propose to the Cify 
Council amendments to this Section. The S,mshine Task Force shall report to the City 
Council at least onc.e aooually on any practlca1 cor polfoy problems encountei:11d in the 
adminlstra!lon oi'this Section. The Su11slline Task Forl.le shall receive and review the 
annual report of the Snpemlsor of Records and may request additional 1-epmts or 
infot1nation as it deems u.ecessacy. The Sunshine Task Force shall make referrals to the 
<.'ity Attor11ey or any other govc,nmental office wm1 enforcement power tmder tbe 
Sunshine Oi:dinanee, the Califbmia Publie Records Act, or the :Brown .Atit, whenever 
it concludes thnt any person hlll! violated any provisions of the S1mshi11e Ot-dinance or 
tne Acts. The Sunshine Task Force shall, from 1imc to tlnw as it sees flt, issue public 
reports evaluating compliance with this ottllnauce and related California laws by the 
City or any Policy Body. 

e. In addition to the powers specified above, the Sunshine Task Force shalt possess such 
powers as City Council may confer upon it by qrdinance .01· as the People of Newport 
Beach shall eon.fer upon it by initiative. 

f. The Sunshine Task: Fo~ shall approve by-laws spectfyillg a geni:;ral schedule for 
meetings, req11lteinents for attendance by Sunshine Task :Farce 1rne111bers, and 
procedtrres 1111d criteria for reiµovmg members f-Or non-attendance. 

The votershet'ehy adopt Section 40!t71 ("Responsibility t'o:r Adrninistration"),ofthe City Charter: 

The City Attomey, with advice of the City Council, shall administer and coordinate 
the implementatiqn of all provisions for th~ Sunshine Ordinance for all Polley Bodies a11d 
any other bodies wider its control. Elected offieo1'!! ot, m. tho absence of any elected officers, 
the mo.st senior appointive officer, $hall administer ru1d coordinate the implQin\llltatiqn of 
tl;m provi.aiims of this chiiptef for Polley Bodies and any of bet bodie6 undiirihekte!lpective 
control, 

Tho voters hereby adopt SectiQn 409 .. 72 ("Provisions o:f Services to Other Agencies; Sunshine 
Requir~") oftlte City Chartei•: 

It is i:hii policy ofthe City of Newport Beach to ensure oppoi'tunities £qr informed 
civic partlcipation embodied in ,the. Sunshfoe Ordinance to all loon!., state, i-egional and 
federal ageuc!~s md institutions with whfoh it maintains continuing. legfll !llld political 
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relationships. Officers, ngents am! other representatives of the City ofNewport Beach shall 
contim1al!y, consistently iind assertively work to seek oenunitments to ooact opan 111eetings, 
pt1blic information and citizen comment policies by these agencies and institutions. 

The City ofNewp:ort Beach shall give 110 snhsidy in money, taKabatements, la11d, 
or services to u11y private entity uuless that private entity agrees in wi'itiu1i to pr1JVfde the 
City with fii:11111oial projootions (!11cludlng pro.fit aud loss ;figures), a11d annual audited 
:fl1ianclal statements for the.project the!'e!tftet, for tl1e project upon which the suhsJdy is 
based and.all such projections and financial statements shall be public records that must be 
disclosed. 

!'he voters hereby adopt Section 409.73 ("I:lopartmentHead Declaralion"}ofthe City Charter: 

All Department .heads ~hall sign an annual affidavit or declaration stating under 
penalty of perjmy that they have read the Sunshine Ordio.1U1ee and have attended or will 
attend when next offered, a training session on the Snrulhine Ordioance, to be held at least 
once a111mally, The affi,davit or declaratlo11s shall be maintained tiy the City Manager and 
sliall be available as a public :record. An11\.Jal trairdng shall be provicled by 1!he City 
Attorney's Office with !he .assiilca11ce of the Sunsliine 'Illsk Force, 

The voters hereby adopt Section 409.74 ("Willful Failure Shull Be Official Miaconduot") of the 
CiW Cbaiter: 

The willful failure of any olcored officilil, Policy Body head, or olher ruanagerisd 
City en1ployee to discharge any du lie$ imposed by the Sunshlne Ordinance, the Brown Act 
or the Public .ReOol'da Aot shall be cleemed official miscandut:t. Complaints involving 
ailegatioils of willfi1l violations of this Sllllllhine Ordinance, tho Brown Act or tho Pubfic 
Records Act by eloctecl offieials or any Policy Body heads of the City of Newport Beach 
shall be reported both to tho Sunshine ToskForce !ind the CityAttomey, To the extent 
pomiitted by State law, .the City Attomey f!hnll have ihe right to estahlish processes ior 
inv.istigation and disc.ipli11E1L-y processes to address potential imcl actual violatiolill of the 
Sunshine Ordinance, Catlfqrnia Public l,l(lcords Act,. th.e Ralpli M. Brown Act, and/or 
Polltic!ll Rllfol'ln Act. 

The voters hereby adopt Section 409.75 ("Bnfo1'Cement Provii;iona'') of the Cl.ty Charter: 

a. Ally person may institute prticeediugs for iaju11cti:ve.reliet d~clnratory relief, or w11t of 
mandate hiany co11rt ofcompetentjill'isdlctio.n to i.\llforce his or hei• right to inspect or 
to 1·eceive a copy of w~ public l.'eCOtd or 11b1s1:1. ofp,1blic ,ecords. under this Sunshine 
Ordllll!noe 01·to enforce 11fa or her right.to nttend any 1:n.eet!ng rc,1ulred iinder this 
Sm1ahinc Ordi11anee to ba op~11, or to compet such i'X1~eti11g te he open, 

b. A court shall award colltfl and reMonable atto1'lteys' fees to the plaintiff who is the 
prevai!i11g pa1ty in an actiot1 broughtto enforce thl$ Su11~hiue Ordinauc(l, 

C, If' II court tlnds that iln il.otio11 :filed pill'~t)illlt to !W.R . Sectio11 ili frivolous, the Clty 
Attorney may assert itll l'ights to bepa[cl its tcasonablc attorneyll' fees 1md cost~. 
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d. Any person or entity nmy institutll proceedings for enforcement. and penalties under 
this act in any cpu1t of competentjul'isdfotlon. 

Toe votera hereby adopt Seotio11405i; 76 ("Ellfot·cement Provisions") of the City Charter: 

Toe pr9vlsions ofthil! SUnshine Ordioance supe!'sede other loeal law.ll, Whenever a 
<;ontliet ht loclll law Ill identified, the xeqnir®Iettt which would result in gl'e11ter or more 
expeditedpuhlic Meessto publkiinformation sball apply. 

Se!ltfon 4. Implementation ol'thllj Initiative. 

A, This Initiative is: co!lllidered adopted and effeeiive upon. the earliest date legally 
pmrs:lble after the elections official certifies the vote on the Initiative by the voters of th City 
(the "Effe!!til'e Date"J. Upou .the Effective Date of this I11itiative, the City is directed to 
promptly take all appropriate actlo11s needed to impion,ertt thlll Initiative, includfag but not 
limited tQ takh\g any adr!iinlstrative steps necessru:y to update any Md all City ordilll!llces, 
codes, lll!IPS, figures, a11d any othet doeun1oots maintained by the City so they conform to the 
legislative policies set foi'lh in this Initiative. 

:a. Upon the Effective Date of this Initm,tlve, the provisions of JSeottrutl of thllj 
Initiative are hereby inserted into the City Charter a11Set forth above. The City may reorganit.e, 
renumber, and/or refonuat the City Charter and City of Newport Beach Municipal Code to 
incorporate Section 3 ofthi£ Initiittive, provided that the fulltext of ~mch provision fs Inserted 
into the City C11artm· without alteration, 

C. The City Charier and Ctty of Newport Beach.Municipal Code in effect ,on the 
date of filing of the Notice of Intention to Circulate Petition ('1i'iling Date"), imd the City 
Charter.and City ofNewportBeaehMunieipal Code !lll amended by this Initiative, comprise an 
integrated, intemally consistent and comp~tible statement of policies for the City. To ensure 
that the City Charter and City of Newport Beach Municipal Code and other City polides and 
plans remain an integrated, internally consistent, and comp11tible st11te111ent of poliaies tor the 
City, rui.y provision of the. Cify Charter or City of Newport Beach Municipal Code that is 
adopted benveen the Filing.Date and the Effective Date of the.City Charter amendment adopted 
by this lhltiative .shall, to the extent that such illterim~e1111cted provision is :inconsistent with or 
would dbniwsb. tende1· invalid, d.efeat, or bnpah' the City Charter runendmoot adopted by this 
JnitlatNe, 1:lll 111:uended as !loon as possibfo and in the manner aud time required by applicable 
law to emure consi.stenoy with too Initiative, •• ' 

Section:$. Effeet of Other I\IIlllJSm·es on the Same Ballot, 

If this Initlatlve and another measm:e dh tl;lc swe sttl'uect 1natter appear on the same ballot, 
and a majority of the vote1"Svote ln favorofbothmeastires but this Initiative receives more votes 
tban !he other mell$ul'e, this Initiative alontnhall become Valid, binding and adopted in its 
entirety, ,and the other 1neasut~ slla.11 be null 1111d vold in its entirety, If a majority of th!l voters 
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vota in favor of botlt meas111·es but this Initiative receives less votes than the other n1eas11re, 011ly 
those pt-ovisions of the other n1e11sttre that ru·o in direct and frremi1milabfo conflict with the 
provisions of this Initiative shall control, rutd all other 11rovisions ofthls Initiative shall become 
valid, binding and adopted. 111e voters ex11wssly decla:retlµs to be their intent, 1·egardless ofany 
c011trary language in any other ballotrneasure. 

Soe!ion 6. Iuterpnitntlon, Sevoralllllty, and Legal De:fensc, 

.A. This Initiative must be interpl'eted so as to be consistent with all federal and State 
laws, rules, and regulations. If any section, sub-section, sentence, clause, phrase, patt, or portion 
of this lniliativo ls held to be lnvalid or unconstitutional by a ftnal judgment of a court of 
competent jurisdiction, such decision does not affect the validity or the remaining portions of 
t!iis Initiative. The voters declare lhat this Initiative, and ea¢11 section, sub-section, sentence, 
cl,mse, phrase, part, or portion thereof, woutd have bee11 adopted or passed ln·espeetive of the 
!llct that an;y one or more sections, m1b•sections, sentences, clauses, phrases, parts, or portions 
aw fmnid to be invalid. If any provision oi'thls Initiative ls held invalid !Ill applied to any person 
or clrc1tmstance, such invalidity docs not affect any applicatio11 of this l'.nitiative tfo!l C'dt1 be 
giveo. effect without the invalid applicatioll. lf the!'e is !Illy conflict between this Initiative a!ld 
other applicable law, this Initiative shall control, to the extent consistent with applicable law. 

II, If any portion of t!tis Initiative is held by a court of competellt j udadiotion to be 
invalid, We the People of the City of Newport Beach indicate our strong desire that: (i) the 
Newport Bea eh City Council use its best efforts to susll\l11and re-enact that portio11, and (ii) !110 

Newport Beach City Collll.cll implement this Initiative by takh:ig all steps possible to cure ally 
l11a,dequ11cies or deftcienl)ies identiftedbythl'l court i11 am_am1er consistent with the expr~~s l_llld. 
implied intent of this !uitlative, inel11di11g adopting orreenacting any such portlo11 in.a mooner 
eo11Sistont with this lnitiative. 

C, This Initiative must be broadly constt'l!od in order to achieve the purposes stated 
abovo. It is the intent of the voters that the provisions of this Initiative he .interpreted or 
implemented hy the City and others ill a manner thet facilitates the purpose set forth fa this 
Initiative. 

D. The People of the City of Newport Beach desire that this ame11dmentto the City 
Chmtei~ lf flpproved by tl1e voters a11d there!lfler challenged Jn court, be defended by the City. 
The .People, by approving this City Chsrtet atnendn1ent, hllreby declare that the propouect(i;) of 
this City C.harte1'. iuneudm1mt have a direct and personal stake in defending it frru11 coust!ti.tio11al 
or statutory c11al!e11ges to ii~ validity 9rimpleme11tation.In the event the City fidls to defu11d this 
City Charter runenchne11t, or the City. rails ti> f.\Ppeal !Ill adve1·se Judstnefit agaltist its 
constitutioM!ity, stati.ttory permissibility or imple1t1ent11tio11, in whole or m,psrt, in~ c9urt of 
law, the jproponeuts slmllbe e111ttled. to assert the if 4b:eot personal stake by defending XI$ validity 
aud lrnJ?leme11.talio11 in aey court of law, .shall be entp.oweted by the People tli1·tmgh thta 1nea$ure 
to act as a~ents of the People, rutd a!tall be entitled tct recover reasonable attorney's fees from 
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.!he City ofNewport Beach. 

Section 7, Amendment or Repeal. 

The City Clll!rter as amended and adopted by Section 3. of !his Initiative can be amended or 
repealed oncy by a llllljorlty of the voters of the City voting in an election held iu accordance 
with applicable State and City law. For the avoidance of doubt, this Section only limits the power 
to amlilnd the City Charter provisions as amended and adopted by Section 3 and does not limit 
the power of the City to amend or repeal otber:portions of the City Charter or City of Newport 
Bench Municipal Code in a manner !bat is consistent wilh this Initiative and other applicable 
law. 

Section 8. Judicial Enforcement. 

Any aggrieved person shall have the right to bring an action to enjoin nny:violation of this 
Initiative or to e11ftm1e the duties imposed on the City by this Jnitiative. Tlte propo11ents oftbis 
Initiative may defend the provisio11s of this Initiative m ally litigatlo11 brought to challenge the 
Initiative. Ally member of the public who prevails ill a lawsuit to enforce nay portion of this 
mitlative sltall be entitled to recover t'Casonably incurred legal fees and costs. 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA } 

COUNTY OF ORANGE } ss. 

CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH } 

I, Lena Shumway, City Clerk of the City of Newport Beach, California, do hereby certify

that the whole number of members of the City Council is seven; the foregoing Resolution No. 2026- 70 was

duly adopted by the City Council of said City at a regular meeting held on the 25th day of August, 2026, by

the following vote, to wit: 

AYES: Mayor Lauren Kleiman, Mayor Pro Tern Noah Blom, Councilmember Joe Stapleton, 

Councilmember Sara J. Weber, Councilmember Erik Weigand

NAYS: Councilmember Michelle Barto, Councilmember Robyn Grant

RECUSED: None

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed the official seal of said

City this 26th day of August, 2026. 

Lena Shumway
City Clerk
City of Newport Beach, California



Arguments For the three initiatives submitted by 

the proponents, Newport Beach Stewardship 

Association (NBSA)





ARGUMENTS 
FORM OF STATEMENT TO BE FILED BY 

AUTHORS OF ARGUMENTS 
All arguments concerning measures filed pursuant to Division 9, Chapter 3 
(beginning with § 9200) of the Elections Code shall be accompanied by the 
following form statement to be signed by each proponent, and by each author, if 
different; of the argument: 

The undersigned proponent (s) or author(s) of the ~rebuttal) argument 1n favor 
of/against) ballot proposition Home District Voting lnitiatTvear'ihe General Municipal e ec ton 
for the City of Newport Beach to be held on November 3, 2026, hereby state that the argument is 
true and correct to the best of (his/her/their) knowledge and belief. 

Print Name Nancy Scarbrough ______ _ 
Title ________________ _ 
(If applicable):Submitted on behalf of: 

(name of organization) 

Print Name Dennis Durgan 
Title __________________ _ 
(If applicable):Submitted on behalf of : Signature __ ~ ___ i_~«--J_c_,. ___ _ 

I 

(name of organization) Date 

Print Name Curt Fleming 
Title __________________ _ 
(If applicable):Submitted on behalf of: 

(name of organization) Date 

Print Name Charles Klobe 
Title __________________ _ 
(If applicable):Submitted on behalf of: S~n~ure~------------

(name of organization) Date _ _.....,.'z?__._\__,_\ ~__._j--1--\ -=·2.-;__1)....,,.,.___ 

Print Name 
Title __________________ _ 
(If applicable):Submitted on behalf of: Signature ___________ _ 

(name of organization) Date -------------

All Authors must print his/her name and sign this form (ELEC. § 9600.) 
AND 

Print his/her name and sign the Argument itself (ELEC. § 9283.) 
AND 

Print his/her name and sign the Rebuttal Argument itself (ELEC. § 9285.) 

Further, pursuant to ELEC. § 9282., printed arguments submitted to the voters shall be titled with 
"Argument In Favor Of Measure_'' or "Argument Against Measure_" . 

Likewise, printed rebuttal arguments submitted pursuant to ELEC. § 9285 shall be titled with "Rebuttal To 
Argument In Favor Of Measure _ " or ''Rebuttal to Argument Against Measure_". 

The following statement shall be included on the front cover, or, if none, on the heading of the first page of the printed 
arguments in the Voter Information Guide: 

"Arguments in support or opposition of the proposed laws are the opinions of the authors" 

r , I.... I -



ARGUMENTS 
FORM OF STATEMENT TO BE FILED BY 

AUTHORS OF ARGUMENTS 
All arguments concerning measures filed pursuant to Division 9, Chapter 3 
(beginning with § 9200) of the Elections Code shall be accompanied by the 
following form statement to be signed by each proponent, and by each author, if 
different, of the argument: 

The undersigned proponent (s) or author(s) of the ~rebuttal) argument criiiTavor') 
of/against) ballot proposition Sunshine and Governmeniar'Transparency lnitiativ~ 
General Municipal election for the City of Newport Beach to be held on November 3, 2026, hereby 
state that the argument is true and correct to the best of (his/her/their) knowledge and belief. 

Print Name Nancy Scarbrough _______ _ 
Title ________________ _ 
(If applicable):Submitted on behalf of: 

(name of organization) 

Signature l\0t4 
Date e,/,4 • 

Print Name Dennis Durgan 
Title __________________ _ 
(If applicable):Submitted on behalf of : 

(name of organization) 

Print Name Curt Fleming 
Title __________________ _ 
(If applicable):Submitted on behalf of: 

(name of organization) Date 

Print Name Charles Klobe 
Title __________________ _ 
(If applicable):Submitted on behalf of : 

(name of organization) 

Print Name 
Title _ _________________ _ 
(If applicable):Submitted on behalf of : Signature ___________ _ 

(name of organization) Date 

All Authors must print his/her name and sign this form (ELEC. § 9600.) 
AND 

Print his/her name and sign the Argument itself (ELEC. § 9283.) 
AND 

Print his/her name and sign the Rebuttal Argument itself (ELEC. § 9285.) 

Further, pursuant to ELEC. § 9282., printed arguments submitted to the voters shall be titled with 
"Argument In Favor Of Measure_" or "Argument Against Measure_". 

Likewise, printed rebuttal arguments submitted pursuant to ELEC. § 9285 shall be titled with "Rebuttal To 
Argument In Favor Of Measure_" or "Rebuttal to Argument Against Measure_". 

The following statement shall be included on the front cover, or, if none, on the heading of the first page of the printed 
arguments in the Voter Information Guide: 

"Arguments in support or opposition of the proposed laws are the opinions of the authors" . r . 
.... I - - ,- I 



ARGUMENTS 
FORM OF STATEMENT TO BE FILED BY 

AUTHORS OF ARGUMENTS 
All arguments concerning measures filed pursuant to Division 9, Chapter 3 
(beginning with § 9200) of the Elections Code shall be accompanied by the 
following form statement to be signed by each proponent, and by each author, if 
different, of the argument: 

The undersigned proponent (s) or author(s) of the ~rebuttal) argument~ 
of/against) ballot proposition Initiative to Establish Stric'rTerm Limits for City Council 
Members at the General Municipal election for the City of Newport Beach to be held on November 
3, 2026, hereby state that the argument is true and correct to the best of (his/her/their) knowledge 
and belief. 

Print Name Nancy Scarbrough 
Title ________________ _ 
(If appllcable):Submitted on behalf of : Signature _h~l ~~,...~S-4.,..!,~=".il!· "--'-=­

(name of organization) Date 

Print Name Dennis Durgan 
Title __________________ _ 
(If applicable):Submitted on behalf of : 

(name of organization) Date 

Print Name Curt Fleming 
Title __________________ _ 
(If applicable):Submitted on behalf of : 

(name of organization) Date 

Print Name Charles Klobe 
Title __________________ _ 
(If applicable):Submitted on behalf of: 

(name of organization) 

Signature~ 

56\\~\ Jk Date 

Print Name 
Title _ _______________ __ _ 
(If applicable):Submitted on behalf of : Signature ___________ _ 

(name of organization) Date 

All Authors must print his/her name. and sign this form (ELEC. § 9600.) 
AND 

Print his/hername and sign the Argument itself (ELEG. § 9283.) 
AND 

Print his/her name and sign the Rebuttal Argument itself (ELEC. § 9285.) 

Further, pursuant to ELEC. § 9282., printed arguments submitted to the voters shall be titled with 
0 Argument In Favor Of Measure_" or "Argument Against Measure_". 

Likewise, printed rebuttal arguments submitted pursuant to ELEC. § 9285 shall be titled with "Rebuttal To 
Argument In Favor Of Measure_" or "Rebuttal to Argument Against Measure_''. 

The following statement shall be included on the front cover, or, if none, on the heading of the first page of the printed 
arguments in the Voter Information Guide: 

"Arguments in support or opposition of the proposed laws are the opinions of the authors" 

I I I ~ - I 



Argument in Favor of District Voting Initiative: 

VOTE YES ON MEASURE_ and give every neighborhood in Newport Beach a real voice 
on the City Council. 

Currently, Newport Beach's City Cotmcil Members are elected "at large"- rneaning by all City 
voters-even though each Member represents a specific District. That means a candidate can win 
a District seat with little support from the people who actually live there, and without spending 
any time campaigning or listening to voters in that District. 

That is not direct representation. Measure _ amends the City Charter so each District elects its 
own Council Member, directly, by the residents of that District alone. 

This will create real accountability to the people each Council Member is supposed to represent. 

District voting is not new. Cities and counties across the country al.ready use it successfully, and 
voters consistently feel more engaged when they elect their own District's representative rather 
than choosing from a citywide slate. 

District voting also lowers campaign costs. Candidates run within their own District instead of 
financing an expensive citywide race, opening the door to new leaders with real community roots 
even if they don't have a citywide donor network. 

District voting gives each part of Newport Beach a Council Member directly answerable to it. 

Local government works best when residents can hold their own representative accountable. 
Join us in supporting a more responsive, more democratic City Council. 

VOTE YES ON MEASURE 

Date: e,/~ /zl# 
I/ 

Signed ~J.-_ 
Denni rgan f 

Date: 

Signed 1.:::,--"'----=-----1-...:+---;,&-----­
Date: f:'- / 'f -j_.D,J_(_ 

Curt Fleming 

Signed 
Charles Klobe 

c· ya ewport Beach 



Argument in Favor of The Sunshine and Governmental Transparency Initiative: 

VOTE YES to make City Hall more responsive to the people who pay for it. 

Newpmi Beach residents deserve to know what their government is doing and to paiiicipate in the 
impmiant decisions shaping our community. For too long City Hall has been making critical 
decisions while voters are kept in the dark. 

Right now, City committees can meet with little notice, basic records requests can drag on for 
weeks, and information can be withheld with no explanation. And the City can hire consultants, 
lobbyists, and others with little transparency into how taxpayer funds are being used. 

This Measure fixes that. 

A YES vote will: 

• Require real notice for real meetings. Agendas must be posted early, written in plain 
English, and available online so residents actually know what's coming before the vote, 
not after. 

• Shine a light on closed-door sessions. The City must explain, in specific terms, why a 
meeting is closed to the public, and report ce11ain decisions made during that session. 

• Speed up public records requests. No more open-ended delays. The City must respond 
promptly, and if it withholds a record, it must explain why. 

• Create independent oversight. A citizen-led Sunshine Task Force will have the power to 
review records disputes and hold officials accountable when they try to keep the public's 
business secret. 

• Stop excuses for secrecy. Closes loopholes that let officials withhold information simply 
because they'd rather not share it, while still protecting legitimate privacy, security, and 
legal interests. 

This Measure bo1rnws proven transparency practices that have been successfully used for decades. 
Open government isn't a partisan issue. It's the foundation of trust between elected officials and 
the citizens they are supposed to serve. 

Join residents across Newport Beach and VOTE YES on Measure_. 

City of Newport Beach 



Signed 1\1~ 1 ~ 
Nancyarbrough 

Signed ...........::.-----"'----------'--+,L.-~.-::::....-­

Cwt Fleming 

Signed ~ 
Charles Klobe 

Date: Pj !4/z..0 

Date ~ \ \q b__h 

City of Newport Beach 



Argument in Favor of Initiative to Establish Strict Term Limits for City Council Members: 

STOP THE REVOLVING DOOR ON THE NEWPORT BEACH CITY COUNCIL! 

VOTE YES to close the term limit loophole and bring real accom1tability to Newport Beach 
city government. 

Right now, our City Council Members can serve unlimited terms - as long as they occasionally 
sit out an election cycle. That's not a term limit, it's a temporary vacation. Our cwTent system is 
a revolving door of politicians in City Hall, shutting out new leadership and fresh ideas. 

Measure _ fixes that loophole. 1t amends the City Chaiter to impose a genuine, common-sense 
limit: no more than eight years total on the City Council, period. No more stepping aside for 
one term j ust to come back and pick up where they left off. 

Why this matters: 

• It ends career politics at City Hall. Eight years gives a Council Member plenty of time 
to make areal contribution and gain valuable experience-while also avoicting politicians 
entrenching themselves in power for decades. 

• It creates opportunities for new voices. Newport Beach deserves a Council that reflects 
the community today, not one dominated by the same names year after year. It's time for 

the next generation to get a fair shot at leadership. 

• It keeps Council Members focused on residents, not re-election. When officials know 
their time is limited, they make decisions based on what is right for Newport Beach - not 
on what keeps the campaign contributions flowing. 

Term limits are proven tools for encouraging accountable, responsive local government. Many 
cities and counties already have them. It's time Newport Beach closed this loophole. 

VOTE YES ON MEASURE_ for real term limits and real accountability. 

Signed f\l~S, ~ 
Nan~Y,Sarbrough 

Date: 

Date: 

Signed --L,.L~'_.!__.!::J,.~~:,__-=.:::::==:=:7 
Curt Fleming 

Ci yo ewport Beach 



Signed -----===-----­
Charles Klohe 

City of Newport Beach 



•. •• • . . · : SUPPORTERS/OPPONENT$ i"O BE LISTED ON BALLOT ·.LABEL .• • . · '. 
Ali ballot labels' toncernlng county, clty;:.dlstflc( or scho'61 m_easures on a, oqunty _ballot'~haferid_wlth a ,list of · .. 
Supporters .and Oppon·ehts taken' from the. sig11ers of-the_::argurnerit :fri favor or;agalnst. th~ .me.~&ure. • Th~ list of · .• • 
·supportefsiOpponents shal! riot ex«£eed;125.otiaract~r.s·in ltiP,'gtht ln~l~dihg spaces.·Each _: .• • .•• •. •. : ... • .• ••. 
_.Support~r/Opponent .shaifbe $eparated·by a·semicolori; An ;!ssociatio'ii, -nofiprofi~ organization, 'businesi; · · 
:Qr ind!vi~.~al shall nofJ>e listed .. µ,niess they ~upportfopp·os~ !he mea:sure,A~LJ.pporter/Oppooen(s_llall rio~ . 
;b~ listed if .the Si.looorter/Oppcjiient Is :a political 1>ar:hi·or. ls .tentesentillf:l .a riolitical oartv: •. : •• • • • •• •• 

The below listed Individuals, Associations, Nonprofit Organizations, and/or Businesses are: 

~ SUPPORTERS □ OPPONENTS 

of ballot measure __ at the General Municipal election for the City of Newport Beach being held on Nov. 3, 2026 

(Letter) (ElecUon Name) (Jurisdiction) (Date of Election) 
hereby state that all the Information provided Is true and correct to the best of his/her/their knowledge and belief. 

A Supporter or Opponent shall not be listed unless it is one of the following: 

(A) An association, nonprofit organization, or business that was not originally created as a committee 
described in Section 82013 of the Government Code and that has been in existence for at least four 
years. 

(8) A current or former elected official, who may be listed with the official's title (e,g., "State Senator Mary 
Smith," "Assembly Member Carlos Garcia," or "former Eureka City Council Member Amy Lee"). These 
titles may be shortened (e.g. "Senator" or "Sen." for "State Senator" or "Asm." for "Assembly Mer:nber"). 

(C) An Individual who is not a current or former elected official may be listed only With the Individual's first 
and last name and an honorific (e.g., "Dr.," "M.D.," "Ph,D.,"- or "Esquire"), with no other title or designation, 
unless It Is a title representing an association, nonprofit organization, or business that meets the 
requirements of (A) or {B) above and that is eligible to be listed if.the individual supports the measure or if 

·' the individual opposes the measure pursuant to Elections Code 9170 (a). 

Use the space below to show the order of the list of Individuals, Associations, Nonprofit Organizations, and/or Businesses* (not 
to exceed 125 characters in length) Spaces between Supporters/Opponents may be omitted. Each Supporter/Opponent shall be 
separaied by a semicolon. 

1 
_ Nancy Scarbrough 

2. Dennis Durgan 

3
_ Curt Fleming 

4. Charles Klobe 

5, ------------------------
50 

Total number of characters 

* Each of the above listed must complete a Signature Consent Form and submit along with this form. 



Signature Consent - complete the appropriate section below and sign: 

A. Individual: An individual who is not·a current or former elected official may be listed only 
with the individual's firstand last name and an-honorific (e.g:, "Dr.,11 "M.D.," "Ph.D.," or 
"Esquh·e"), with no other title or designation. If using a title representing an association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, also complete section C. 
Name: . . Nancy Scarbrough • • 

T itle used·on .ballot label: ---------------'--------' '· 
Address: 457 Tustin Ave., Newport Beach, CA 92663 

ll( Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

B. Elected Official: A current or former elected official, who may be listed with the official's 
title (e.g·., "State Senator Mary Smith,''· "Assembly Member Carlos Garcia," or "former 
Eureka City Council Member Amy Lee"). These titles may be shortened (e.g. "Senator" or 
"Sen." for "State Senator" or "Asm." for "Assembly Member"). 
Name:------------------'-------'--------

Title used on ballot label: _____________________ _ 

Address: _____________________________ _ 

□ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

C. For every supporter listed that is an association, a nonprofit organization, a business, or 
an i11dividual whose title incl\tdes an association, nonprofit organization, or business, the 
supporters shall include a signed statement by a representative of the association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, under penalty of perjury, that includes its name and an 
address and that attests (i) that the association, nonprofit organization; or business -
supports the measure, (ii) that the association, nonprofit organization, or business has 
been in existence for at least four years, and (iii) that it was not originally created as a 
committee described.In Section 82013 of the Government Code. 

Name of Association: ________________________ _ 

Principal Officer's Printed Name: ____________________ _ 

Address: ____________________________ _ 

Title used on ballot label: ______________________ _ 

1. The association, nonprofit organization, business, individual: 
□ Supports the measure □ · Opposes the measure 

2. The association, nonprofit organization, or business has been in existence for at least . 
four years: □ 

3. Was not originally created as a committee described in Section 82013 of the 
Government Code: □ • 

Under penalty of perjury, I attest that the above information is true and correct: 

Signature: _N;.._\0---<-'.!_.""'"c-~J~~--.;:...· ...::....:/:f~- - ·_;.:;::,._,_ __________ _ 
t _) If 

Date: ---'-t:.)-l-'/11-1~/-=2.lp~_· ___ _ 



Signature Consent - complete the appropriate section below and sign: 

A. Individual: An individual who Is not a current or former elected official may be listed only 
with the individual's first.and last name and an·honorific (e.g:, "Dr.," "M.D.," "Ph.D.," or 
"Esquil'e"), with no other ti~le or designaUon. If using a title representing an association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, also complete section C. 
Name: Dennis Durgan • 

•Title used on .ballot label: 
I ' 

Address: 2552 Circle Drive, Newporf Beach, CA 92263 

}:( Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

B. Elected Official: A current or former elected official, who may be listed with the official's 
title (e.g., "State Senator Mary Smith,'! "Assembly Member Carlos Garcia," or "former 
Eureka City Council Member Amy Lee"). These titles may be shortened (e.g. "Senator" or 
''Sen." for "State Senator" or "Asm." for "Assembly Member"). 

Name: _____________________________ _ 

Title used on ballot label: _____________________ _ 

Address: ____________________________ _ 

□ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

C. FOi' every suppot1er listed that is an association, a nonprofit organization, a business, or 
an individual whose .title includes an association, nonprofit organization, 01· business, the 
supporters shall include a signed statement by a representative of the association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, under penalty or perjury, that includes its name and an 
address and that attests (i)"that the association, nonprofit organization, or business 
supports the measure, (ii) that-the association, nonprofit organization, or business has 
been in existence for at least four years, and (iii) that it was not originally created as a 
committee described.in Section 82013 of the Government Code. 

Name of Association: ________________________ _ 

Principal Officer's Printed Name: ____________________ _ 

Address: ____________________________ _ 

Title used on ballot label: ______________________ _ 

1. The association, nonprofit organization, business, individual: 
□ Supports the measure □ · Opposes the measure 

2, The association, nonprofit organization, or business has been in existence for at least 
four years: □ 

3. Was not originally created as a committee described in Section 82013 of the 
Government Code: □ • • 

Under penalty of perjur at the above information is true and correct: 



Signature Consent - complete the appropriate section below and sign: 

A. Individual: An individual who is not a current or former·elected official may be listed only 
with the individual's first and last name and an-honorific (e.g:, "Dr.," "M.D.," "Ph.D.," or 
"Esqui'l'e"), with no other title or designation. If using a title representing an association, 
nonprofit orrumlzation, or business, also complete section C. 

Name: -Curt Fleming 

Title used on .ballot label: 1824 Galaxy Drive, Newport Beac, CA_ 92660 
\ 

Address: ____________________________ _ 

))( Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

B. Elected Official: A current or former elected official, who may be listed with the official's 
title (e.g., "State Senator Mary Smith,'! "Assembly Member Carlos Garcia," or "former 
Eureka City Council Member Amy Lee"). These titles may be shortened (e.g. "Senator" or 
"Sen." for "State Senator" or 11Asm." for "Assembly Member"). 
Name: _____________________________ _ 

Title used on ballot label: _____________________ _ 

Address: ____________________________ _ 

□ Supports the measure D Opposes the measure 

C. For every supporter listed that is an association, a nonprofit organization, a business, or 
an individual whose-title includes an association, nonprofit ot·ganization, or business, the 
supporters shall include a signed statement by a r~presentative of the association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, under penalty o( perjury, that includes its name and an 
address and that attests (i) that the association, nonprofit organization, or business 
supports the measure, (ii) that-the association, nonprofit organization, or business has 
been in existence for at least fom• years, and (iii) that it was not originally created as a 
committee described.in Section 82013 of the Government Code. 

Name of Association: ________________________ _ 

Principal Officer's Printed Name: ____________________ _ 

Address: __________________ __________ _ 

Title used on ballot label: _____________________ _ 

1. The association, nonprofit organization, business, indiv.idual: 
□ Supports the measure □ · Opposes the measure 

2. The association, nonprofit organization, or business has been in existence for at least 
four years: □ 

3. Was not originally created as a committee described in Section 82013 of the 
Government Code: □ 

. oYeJl{formation is true and col'rect: 

Signature: ...;-____,,,....::::;;,:;.:;--~__,~ ---1--'-':........:::='-----__:;:;,,,,..------

Date: f - 14- ;J_[)d=~ 



Signature Consent - complete the appropriate section below and sign: 

A. Individual: An individual who is not a current or former·etected official may be listed only 
with the individual's firstand last name and an-honorific (e.g:, "Dr.," "M.D.," "Ph.D.," or 
"Esqui1·e"), with no other ti~le or designati'on. If using a title representing an associatiol), 
nonprofit organization, or business, also complete section C. • • 
Name: . Charles Klobe • • 

Title used on .ballot label: 
• , -------.-.----------"---------

Address: 457 Tustin Ave. , Newport Beach, CA 92663 

~ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

B. Elected Official: A current or former elected official, who may be listed with the official's 
title (e.g.; "State Senator Mary Smith/' "Assembly Member Carlos Garcia," or "former 
Eureka City Council Member Amy Lee"). These titles may be shortened (e.g. "Senator" or 
"Sen." for "State Senator" or "Asm." for "Assembly Member"). 

Name:---------------- --'"--------~----

Title used on ballot label: -----------------------
Address:-----------------'"--------------

□ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

C. For every supporter listed that is an association, a nonprofit organization, a business, or 
an individual whose title includes an association, nonprofit organization, or business, the 
supporters shall include a signed statement by a representative of the association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, under penalty of perjury, that includes its name and an 
address and that attests (i) that the association, nonprofit organization; or business 
supports the measure, (ii) that the association, nonprofit organization, or business has 
been in existence for at least four years, and (iii) that it was not originally created as a 
committee described.in Section 82013 of the Government Code. 

Name of Association: ________________________ _ 

Principal Officer's Printed Name: ____________________ _ 

Address: -------------------~---------

Title used on ballot label: __________ ____________ _ 

1. The association, nonprofit organization, business, individual: 
□ Supports the measure □ · Opposes the measure 

2. The association, nonprofit organization, or business has been in existence for at least . 
four years: □ 

3. Was not originally created as a committee described in Section 82013 of the 
Government Code: □ 

Under penalty of perjury, I attest that the above information is true and correct: 

Signature: . ~ 
Date: 56\V\' \ )_ .. Ao 



. • • • · . ·· ·. · · SUPPORTERS/OPPONENT$ TO QE LISTED ON BAi:.L<fr··.LABEL ·• • ·· • .. 
Ali ballotlab~ls· i:bricernlng .coun~. city,.dlst~ic(or sohool.meas.·ures, ~n ~ ?PUnty.baUofsh.~lf end wlth a Jlst _oJ , . 
S.upporters and Opponents. taken from tt:ie signers ofth~ argument in favor or.agaltist th~ mec:1sure. • Jh,:t hst of · 
·support~rsiOpponents· shall riot e~ce~d ,125.charact~i's in Je!1'$Jth;'ln~lu~iilg t3J)~C~ltEac~ .•· . •• •. : ·· .•. : . '. ... • •.. . . 
. Support~r/Opponent .shallbe $epai'ated· by a· sernicofoti Ari associati~:>"n, nonpr.ofif orgahizat.lori, business; • , 
·qr h1djvi~{tal shall nofbe·llstec(.~.niess they·~upportJopj)'ose ~~e me~sure.A'.5.~pporter/Oppooen(shali n~~ · 
·.b~. list,ed if.the Suonorter/Onnohent Is ·a bolitlcal par_tv·or is reotesentjna a riolitlcal n;irtv, •. ,· · •· .... _. • • • 

The below listed Individuals, Associations, Nonprofit Organizations, and/or Businesses are: 

~ SUPPORTERS 0 OPPONENTS 

of ballot measure_ ._ at the General Municipal election for the City of Newport Beach being held on Nov. 3, 2026 

(Letter) (Election Name) (Jurisdiction) (Date of Election) 
hereby state that all the Information provided Is true and correct to the best of his/her/their knowledge and belief. 

A Supporter or Opponent shall not be listed unless it is one of the following: 

(A) An association, nonprofit organization, or business that was not originally created as a committee 
described in Section 82013 of the Government Code and that has been in existence for at least four 
years. 

(B) A current or former elected official, who may be listed with the official's title (e.g., "State Senator Mary 
Smith," "Assembly Member Carlos Garcia," or "former Eureka City Council Member Amy Lee"). These •. 
titles may be shortened (e.g. "Senator" or "Sen." for "State Senator" or ''Asm." for "A&sembly Member"). 

(C) An Individual who is not a current or former elected official may be listed only with the individual's first 
and last name and an honorific (e.g., "Dr.," "M.D.," "Ph.D.," or "Esquire"), with no other title or designation, 
unless It Is a title representing an association, nonprofit organization, or business that meets the 
requirements of (A) or (B) above and that is eligible to be listed if.the individual supports the measure or if 
the individual opposes the measure pursuant to Elections Code 9170 (a). 

Use the space below to show the order of the list of Individuals, Associations, Nonprofit Organizations, and/or Businesses* (not 
to exceed 125 characters in length) Spaces between Supporters/Opponents may be omitted. Each Supporter/Opponent shall be 
separa!ed by a semicolon. 

Nancy Scarbrough 1. ___ _________ ___ _____ _ __ ___, 

2. Dennis Durgan 

3. Curt Fleming 

4. Charles Klobe 

5. -------- -------- --------
50 

Total number of characters 

• Each of the above listed must complete a Signature Consent Form and submit along with this form. 



Signature Consent - complete the appropriate section below and sign: 

A. Individual: An individual who is not a current or former elected official may be listed only 
with the individual's firstand last name and an-honorific (e.g:, "Dr.," "M.D.," "Ph.D.," or 
"Esquire"), with no other ti~le or designation. If using a title representing an association, 
nonprofit organlzatio·n, or business, also complete section C. • 
Name: . . Nancy Scarbrough • • 

Title used on ballot label: --------------...,;_,_ ______ _ 
Address: 457 Tustin A~e., Newport Beach, CA 92663 

~ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

B. Elected Official: A current or former elected official, who may be listed with the official's 
title (e.g., -"State Senator Mary Smith,'1 "Assembly Member Carlos Garcia," or "former 
Eureka City Council Member Amy Lee"). These titles may be shortened (e.g. "Senator" or 
"Sen." for "State Senator" or "Asm." for "Assembly Member"). 
Name:------------------'------'---~----

Title used on ballot label: _____________________ _ 

Address:---------------'-------------­

□ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

C. For eve1y supporter listed that is an association, a nonprofit organization, a business, or 
an individual whose title includes an association, nonprofit organization, or business, the 
supporters shall include a signed statement by a representative of the association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, under penalty of perjury, that includes its name and an 
address and that attests (i) •that the association, nonprofit organization, or business . 
supports the measure, (ii) that-the association, nonprofit organization, or business has 
been in existence for at least four years, and (iii) that it was not originally created as a 
committee described.In Section 82013 of the Government Code. 

Name of Association: ________________________ _ 

Principal Officer's Printed Name: ____________________ _ 

Address: -------------------~---------

Title used on ballot label: _________ _____________ _ 

1. The association, nonprofit organization, business, individual: 
□ Supports the measure □ · Opposes the measure 

2. The association, nonprofit organization, or business has been in existence for at least . 
four years: D 

3. Was not originally created as a committee described in Section 82013 of the 
Government Code: □ • 

Under penalty of perjury, I attest that the above information is true and correct: 

Signature: l\lc":2)·~ = 
Date: 8)14/2.f.e 

• 



Signature Consent - complete the appropriate section below and sign: 

A. Individual: An individual who is not a current or former·etected official may be listed only 
with the individual's first and last name and an-honorific (e.g:, "Dr.," "M.D.," "Ph.D.," or 
''Esqui•re"), with no other title or designation. If using a title representing an association, 
nonprofit organ!zation, or busines~, also complete section C. 

Name: Dennis Durgan 

Title used on ballot label: ------.------------------. \ 

Address: 2552 Circle Drive, Newporf Beach, CA 92263 

l& Supports the measure D Opposes the measure 

B. Elected Official: A current or former elected official, who may be listed with the official's 
title (e.g., "State Senator Mary Smith," "Assembly Member Carlos Garcia," or "former 
Eureka City Coimcil Member Amy Lee"). These titles may be shortened (e.g. "Senator" or 
"Sen." for "State Senator" or "Asm." for "Assembly Member"). 

Name: _____________________________ _ 

Title used on ballot label: ______ _______________ _ 

Address: ____________________________ _ 

□ Supports the measure D Gpposes the measure 

c. FOi' every supporter listed that is an association, a nonprofit organization, a business, or 
an individual whose-title includes an association, nonprofit ot'ganization, or b.usiness, the 
supporters shall include a signed statement by a r~presentative of the association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, under penalty o~ perjury, that includes its name and an 
address and that attests (i) •that the association, nonprofit organization-, or business 
supports the measure, (ii) that-the association, nonprofit organization, or business has 
been in existence for at least four years, and (iii) that it was not originally created as a 
committee described.in Section 82013 of the Government Code. 

Name of Association: 

Principal Officer's Printed Name: ____________________ _ 

Address: ____________________________ _ 

Title used on ballot label: ______________________ _ 

1. The association, nonprofit organization, business, indiv.idual: 
□ Supports the measure □ · Opposes the measure 

2. The association, nonprofit organization, or business has been in existence for at least 
four years: □ 

3. Was not originally created as a committee descri~ed in Section 82013 of the 
Government Code: □ • 

Under penalty of perJU[Y,-'·f ttest that t1/ above information is true and correct: 

Signature: ----=-~ ---~~~--------------

Date: rr/1 '-/ / 2" 



Signature Consent - complete the appropriate section below and sign: 

A. Individual: An individual who is not a current 01· former elected official may be listed only 
with the individual's first.and last name and an·honorific (e.g., "Dr.," "M.D.," "Ph.D.," or 
"Esqui)•e"), with no other ti~le or designation. If using a title representing an association, 
nonprofit org_anization~ or business, also complete section C. 
Name: -curt Fleming 

•Title used on ballot label: 1824 Gal.axy Drive, Newport Beac, CA_ 92660 
' Address: ___________________________ _ 

~ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

B. Elected Official: A current or former elected official, who may be listed with the official's 
title (e.g., "State Senator Mary Smith," "Assembly Member Carlos Garcia," or "former 
Eureka City Council Member Amy Lee"). These titles may be shortened (e.g. "Senator" or 
"Sen." for "State Senator" or "Asm." for "Assembly Member"). 
Name:------------------'--------------

Title used on ballot label: _____________________ _ 

Address: ____________________________ _ 

□ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

C. For every suppo11er listed that is an association, a nonprofit organization, a business, or 
an individual whose .. title includes an association, nonprofit organiz~tion, or business, the 
supporters shall include a signed statement by a representative of the association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, under penalty o~ perjury, that includes its name and an 
address and that attests (i) •that the association, nonprofit organization, or business 
supports the measure, (ii) that-the association, nonprofit organization, or business has 
been in existence for at least fout• years, and (iii) that it was not originally created as a 
committee described.in Section 82013 of the Government Code. 

Name of Association: ________________________ _ 

Principal Officer's Printed Name: ___________________ _ 

Address: ____________________________ _ 

Title used on ballot label: ______________________ _ 

1. The association, nonprofit organization, business, indiv.idual: 
□ Supports the measure □ · Opposes the measure 

2. The association, nonprofit organization, or business has been in existence for at least . 
four years: □ 

3. Was not originally created as a committee described in Section 82013 of the 
Government Code: □ 

Under penalty of p e information is true and correct: 
/ 

Signature: --+-=--=::::::..~ '-/aaJ:.=-t~A=--::::::::::.- .::::::=::;;.~ -------

Date: 8:-/ '/ - :J..Q:1__(_ 



Signature Consent - complete the appropriate section below and sign: 

A. Individual: An Individual who is not a current or former elected official may be listed only 
with the individual's firstand last name and an-honorific (e.g., "Dr.,'' "M.D.," "Ph.D.," or 
"Esquire"), with no other title or designa_tion. If using a title representing an association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, also complete section C. • 

Name: . Charles Klebe • • 

Title used·on ballot label:, -----,. _________ ___,_ ______ _ 

Address: 457 Tustin Ave. , Newport Beach, CA 92663 

~ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

B. Elected Official: A current or former elected official, who may be listed with the official's 
title (e.g., "State Senator Mary Smith,'1-"Assembly Member Carlos Garcia," or "former 
Eureka City Council Member Amy Lee"). These titles may be shortened (e.g. "Senator" or 
"Sen." for "State Senator" or "Asm." for "Assembly Member"). 

Name:--------------------------------

Title used on ballot label: _________________________ _ 

Address:------------------------------­

□ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

C. For every supporter listed that is an association, a nonprofit organization, a business, or 
an individual whose title includes an association, nonprofit organization, or business, the 
supporters shall include a signed statement by a representative of the association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, under penalty of perjury, that includes its name and an 
address and that attests (i) •that the association, nonprofit organization, or business 
supports the measure, (ii) that-the association, nonprofit organization, or business has 
been in existence for at least four years, and (iii) that it was not originally created as a 
committee described.In Section 82013 of the Government Code. 

Name of Association: ________________________ _ 

Principal Officer's Printed Name: ____________________ _ 

Address: -------------------~---------

Title used on ballot label: ______________________ _ 

1. The association, nonprofit organization, business, individual: 
□ Supports the measure □ · Opposes the measure 

2. • The association, nonprofit organization, or business has been in existence for at least . 
four years: □ 

3. Was not originally created as a committee described in Section 82013 of the 
Government Code: □ • 

Under penalty of perjury, I attest that the above information is true and correct: 

Signature: ~ ;;;z:::.------

Date: ~ \¥\/'ib 
f 



.. .~UPPQRTE~~/OPPONE.NTS TO B.E L~STED.·_~N.·aALLOT ~ABEL ·· . 
All ballot labels concerning county, clty,·dlstriot, ·or school .meas·ur_es on q cqunty ballot shall ·end with a list of . 
Support~rs and Opponents. taken from tbe signer!, of the argument.fn' favor or agalnsrthe measure . .The list of 
Supp~rter~/Opponents shall rfot ex.c·eed 1:25,characiers ·in length, ·incl~diilg spaces._ Each . . , 

.. s.upporter/Opponent sha.11 be ~eparat~d by a semico!on; An association, nonprofit organization, busine~s,. 
tjr i11d!vidu,al sh~II nofbe llsteq.inless t~ey 1;ui,p0rtfoppose t~e measure,AS~pporter/Opponent shall ri_o~ · 

·,be listed if .tM Si.lonorter/Oi:moherit Is a political Par:tv.·or fs representhm .a political Piirtv. . . ·,· ·. ·. ·: ·. •• .. . • ... • . • •.··, ·. 

The below listed Individuals, Associations, Nonprofit Organizations, and/or Businesses are: 

)8( SUPPORTERS 0 OPPONENTS 

of ballot measure __ at the General Municipal election for the City of Newport Beachbeing held on Nov. 3, 2026 

(Letter) (Election Name) (Jurisdiction) (Date of Election) 
hereby state that all the information provided Is true and correct to the best of his/her/their knowledge and belief. 

A Supporter or Opponent shall not be listed unless it is one of the following: 

(A) An association, nonprofit organization, or business that was not originally created as a committee 
described in Section 82013 of the Government Code and that has been in existence for at least four 
years. 

(8) A current or former elected official, who may be listed with the official's title (e.g., "State·senator Mary 
Smith," "Assembly Member Carlos Garcia," or "former Eureka City Council Member Amy Lee"). These 
titles may be shortened (e.g. "Senator" or "Sen." for "State Senator" or "Asm." for "A$sembly Mer:nber"). 

(C) An Individual who is not a current or former elected official may be listed only with the Individual's first 
and last name and an honorific (e.g., "Dr.," "M.D.," "Ph.D.," or "Esquire"), with no other title or designation, 
unless It is a title representing an association, nonprofit organization, or business that meets the 
requirements of (A) or (B) above and that is eligible to be listed if.the indlvidual supports the measure or if 
the individual opposes the measure pursuant to Elections Code 9170 (a). 

Use the space below to show the order of the list of Individuals, Associations, Nonprofit Organizations, and/or Businesses• (not 
to exceed 125 characters in length) Spaces between Supporters/Opponents may be omitted. Each Supporter/Opponent shall be 
separaied by a semicolon. 

Nancy Scarbrough 
1. -----------------------~ 

2_ Dennis Durgan 

3
. Curt Fleming 

4. Charles Klobe 

5. ------------------------
50 

Total number of characters 

• Each of the above listed must complete a Signature Consent Form and submit along with this form. 



Signature Consent - complete the appropriate section below and sign: 

A. Individual: An individual who is not a current or former·elected official may be listed only 
with the individual's firstand last name and an-honorific (e.g.·, "Dr.," "M.D.," "Ph.D.,1' or 
"Esquil'e"), with no other title or designation. If using a title representing an association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, also complete section C. 

Name: . Nancy Scarbrough • 

Title used on ballot label:, ------,-, _________ _;_,_ ______ _ 

Address: 457 Tustin Ave., Newport Beach, CA 92663 

~ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

B. Elected Official: A current or former elected official, who may be listed with the official's 
title (e.g., "State Senator Mary Smith," ''Assembly Member Carlos Garcia," or "former 
Eureka City Council Member Amy Lee"). These titles may be shortened (e.g. "Senator" or 
"Seil." for "State Senator" or "Asm." for "Assembly Member"). 
Name:------------------'--_____ .;.__ _ _;_. ___ _ 

Title used on ballot label: ________________________ _ 

Address: _______________ -'---- -----------

□ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

C. For every supporter listed that is an association, a nonprofit organization, a business, or 
an individual whose -title Includes an association, nonprofit organization, or business, the 
supporters shall include a signed statement by a representative of the association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, under penalty of perjury, that includes its name and an 
address and that attests (i) that the association, nonprofit organization, or business . 
supports the measure, (ii) thatthe association, nonprofit organization, or business has 
been in existence for at least four years, and (iii) that it was not originally created as a 
committee described.in Section 82013 of the Government Code. 

Name of Association: ________________________ _ 

Principal Officer's Printed Name: __________________ __ _ 

Address: _________ ___________________ _ 

Title used on ballot label: _ _ ____________________ _ 

1. The association, nonprofit organization, business, indiv.idual: 
□ Supports the measure □ ·Opposes the measure 

2. • The association, nonprofit organization, or business has been in existence for at least . 
four years: □ 

3. Was not originally created as a committee described in Section 82013 of the 
Government Code: □ • 

Under penalty of perjury, I attest that the above information is true and correct: 

Signature: ~ S~ 
Date: B A4}'2-.(e • 

' r• ... Inf 



Signature Consent - complete the appropriate section below and sign: 

A. lndlvldual: An lndivldual who is not a current or fotmer elected official may be listed only 
with the individual's first and last name and an honorific (e.g., 11Dr.," "M.O.," "Ph.D.," or 
"Esquire"), with no other ti11e or designation. If using a title representing an association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, also complete section C. 

Name: Dennis Durgan 

Title used on ballot label:, -----. -----------'-------­
Address: 2552 Circle Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92263 

~ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

B. Elected Official: A current or former elected official, who may be listed with the official's 
title (e.g., "State Senator Mary Smith," "Assembly Member Carlos Garcia," or "former 
Eureka City Council Member Amy Lee"). These titles may be shortened (e.g. "Senator" or 
"Sen." for "State Senator" or "Asm." for "Assembly Member"). 

Name: _____________________________ _ 

Title used on ballot label: ______________ _______ _ 

Address: -----------------------------
□ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

C. For every supporter listed that Is an association, a nonprofit organization, a business, or 
an individual whose title includes an association, nonprofit organization, or business, the 
supporters shall include a signed statement by a representative of the association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, under penalty of perjury, that includes Its name and an 
address and that attests (i) that the association, nonprofit organization, or business 
supports the measure, (ii) that the association, nonprofit organization, or business has 
been in existence for at least four years, and (Ill) that It was not originally created as a 
committee described.In Section 82013 of the Government Code. 

Name of Association: -------------------------
Principal Officer's Printed Name: ___________________ _ 

Address: -----------------------------
Title used on ballot label: ------------------------

1. The association, nonprofit organization, business, individual: 
□ Supports the measure □ · Opposes the measure 

2. The association, nonprofit organization, or business has been In existence for at least 
four years: □ 

3. Was not originally created as a committee described in Section 82013 of the 
Government Code: □ 

Under penalty of perju the above Information is true and correct 

Signature: ---=----~'----=---------------

Date: __ f?'. __ /'---h/'---/ _')'--"'-,;.. ____ _ 



Signature Consent - complete the appropriate section below and sign: 

A. Individual: An individual who is not a current or former elected official may be listed only 
with the individual's first and last name and an-honorific (e.g:, "Dr.," "M.D.," "Ph.D.," or 
"Esquire"), with no other ti~le or designation. If using a title representing an association, 
nonprofit org_anizationt or business, also complete section C. 

Name: ·curt Fleming • 

Title used on ,ballot label: 1824 Galpxy Drive, Newport Beac, CA_92660 
I 

Address:--------------------'------------­

))( Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

B. Elected Official: A current or former elected official, who may be listed with the official's 
title (e.g., "State Senator Mary Smith,'' "Assembly Member Carlos Garcia," or "former 
Eureka City Council Member Amy Lee"). These titles may be shortened (e.g. "Senator" or 
"Sen." for "State Senator" or "Asm.'' fo1• "Assembly Member"). 
Name:---------------------------------

Title used on ballot label: ______ _______________ _ 

Address: ____________________________ _ 

□ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

C. For every supporter listed that is an association, a nonprofit organization, a business, or 
an individual whose .title Includes an association, nonprofit organization, or business, the 
supporters shall include a signed statement by a representative of the association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, under penalty or perjury) that includes its name and an 
address and that attests (i) ·that the association, nonprofit organization, or business 
supports the measure, (ii) that-the association, nonprofit organization, or business has 
been in existence for at least four years, and (iii) that it was not originally created as a 
committee described.in Section 82013 of the Government Code. 

Name of Association: _____ _________________ __ _ 

Principal Officer's Printed Name: ____________________ _ 

Address: ________ _ _ _________ _____ ____ _ 

Title used on ballot label:------------------------' 

1. The association, nonprofit organization, business, individual: 
□ Supports the measure □ · Opposes the measure 

2. The association, nonprofit organization, or business has been in existence for at least . 
four years: D 

3. Was not originally created as a committee described in Section 82013 of the 
Governm~ ode: □ 

Under penalty of 6rjury/ I atte mform~ on is true and correct: 

Signature: ..f_...,,....::::::::~...K-t:::!.-1-;L....&- ========::;=:...-----­

Date: __ _y____JL...JL_.S:Z~ ~z:::::i::::::~ 



Signature Consent - complete the appropriate section below and sign: 

A. Individual: An individual who is not a current or former elected official may be listed only 
with the individual's first and last name and an-honorific (e.g:, "Dr.," "M.D.," "Ph.D.," or 
"Esquil'e"), with no other title or designation. If using a title representing an association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, also complete section C. 
Name: . Charles Klobe • • 

Title used ·on ballot label: -----------------'-'--------
Address: 457 Tustin Ave. , Newp

0

ort Beach, CA 92663 

~ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

B. Elected Official: A current or former elected official, who may be listed with the official's 
title (e.g,; "State Senator Mary Smith," "Assembly Member Carlos Garcia," or "former 
Eureka City Council Member Amy Lee"). These titles may be shortened (e.g. "Senator" or 
"Seil." for "State Senator" or "Asm." for "Assembly Member"). 

Name:-----------------...:.....-----'--------

Title used on ballot label: -------~--------------
Address: ____________________________ _ 

□ Supports the measure □ Opposes the measure 

C. For every supporter listed that is an association, a nonprofit organization, a business, or 
an individual whose title includes an association, nonprofit organization, or business, the 
supporters shall include a signed statement by a representative of the association, 
nonprofit organization, or business, under penalty or perjury, that includes its name and an 
address and that attests (i)"that the association, nonprofit organization; or business 
supports the measure, (ii) that-the association, nonprofit organization, or business has 
been in existence for at least four years, and (iii) that it was not originally created as a 
committee described.In Section 82013 of the Government Code. 

Name of Association: ________________________ _ 

Principal Officer's Printed Name: ____________________ _ 

Address: -------------------~---------

Title used on ballot label: __________ ____________ _ 

1. The association, nonprofit organization, business, individual: 
□ Supports the measure □ · Opposes the measure 

2. The association, nonprofit organization, or business has beeri in existence for at least . 
four years: □ 

3. Was not originally created as a committee described in Section 82013 of the 
Government Code: □ • 

Under penalty of perjury, I attest that the above information is true and correct: 

,,,,,----~-~~'----Signature: __ c--____________________ _ 

Date: ----=~:;;....____J\___,__\7--l---l-'\2........q..}J,L---



Arguments Against the three initiatives 

presented to the Newport Beach City Council at 

its August 25, 2026 Regular Meeting



Draft Arguments Against the Three Initiatives from 
Mayor Pro Tern Blom 

City of Newport Beach 



ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE 

Measure _ would provide that all seven Cou ncilmembers get to vote on what happens 

in your neighborhood, but you only get to vote for one Councilmember. 

Today, every Newport Beach voter may vote for every Council seat on the ballot every two 

years. Under Measure _ , you could vote for only one Councilmember, once every four 

years. You would lose your vote in six of seven Council races. 

But all seven Councilmembers would still vote on decisions affecting you: public safety, 

taxes and fees, traffic, development, beaches, the harbor, infrastructure, and the City 

budget. Six Councilmembers could make decisions affecting your neighborhood without 

ever appearing on your ballot or needing your vote. 

Proponents call this "real accountability." But officials who never need your vote are not 

accountable to you. Councilmembers do not govern only their districts because every vote 

they cast affects all Newport Beach residents. Electing them through small, separate 

electorates could encourage narrow district interests and divide the City, making it harder 

for voters to hold a Council majority accountable. 

This measure also guarantees no reduction in campaign spending. It establishes no 

spending limits and does not require campaigns to cost less. 

Newport Beach does not need seven separate political islands because it already has 

district representation. Every Councilmember must reside in and be nominated by voters 

from the district represented. Our present system combines neighborhood representation 

with citywide voter accountability. 

Do not surrender your right to vote for six of the seven people who govern the City. 

VOTE NO ON MEASURE 

1 

City of Newport Beach 



This Argument Against Measure _ , the District Voting Initiative, is executed in accordance 

with Elections Code Section 9283. 

Signed ______________ Date ____ _ 

for the City of Newport Beach 

Signed ______________ Date ____ _ 

for the City of Newport Beach 

Signed ______________ Date ____ _ 

for the City of Newport Beach 

2 

City of Newport Beach 



ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE 

Vote NO on Measure _ . This measure does not limit politicians; it limits voters. 

Newport Beach already has term limits. Councilmembers may serve no more than two 

consecutive four-year terms and then must leave office for at least four years. A mandatory 

four-year break is not a "revolving door." It is a locked door for four years and prevents 

indefinite incumbency while preserving voters' ability to consider a former Councilmember 

later. 

Measure _ replaces this rule with a lifetime ban. No matter how qualified or widely 

supported a former Councilmember may be, voters could never elect that person again. This 

measure disqualifies effective and ineffective Councilmembers alike and deprives future 

voters of experienced candidates who understand City operations. 

Worse, the measure says that service of a partial term "of any duration" counts as a full four­

year term. A resident appointed to fill a vacancy for weeks or months would be treated as 

though that person served four years. Treating a few weeks of service as four years is not 

strict term limits; its bad arithmetic. Will qualified residents interested in government service 

really accept these temporary appointments knowing it limits their potential ability to serve? 

Term limits should prevent entrenchment without depriving future voters of qualified 

candidates. The existing Charter does that by requiring a break after two consecutive terms 

and letting the voters decide whether a former Councilmember deserves to return. 

Measure _ substitutes a permanent prohibition for voter judgment, reduces the pool of 

qualified candidates, and sacrifices institutional knowledge. 

Protect your right to choose. Vote NO on Measure _ . 

1 

City of Newport Beach 



This Argument Against Measure _ , the Term Limits Initiative, is executed in accordance 

with Elections Code Section 9283. 

Signed ______________ Date ____ _ 

for the City of Newport Beach 

Signed ______________ Date ____ _ 

for the City of Newport Beach 

Signed ______________ Date ____ _ 

for the City of Newport Beach 

2 

City of Newport Beach 



ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE 

Vote NO on over 30 pages of new laws and regulations. 

Today, Newport Beach must comply with extensive statewide public meetings and 

document disclosure laws. This measure goes far beyond those statewide rules and adds 

more regulations, government bureaucracy and rigid mandates, impairing the City's ability 

to protect taxpayers, employees, and residents. 

The measure promises accountability but concentrates extraordinary power in one 

unelected official. The City Attorney would appoint, and could remove, every member of a 

Task Force formed to oversee the new mandates, while also advising the City, supervising 

records, deciding disclosure disputes, investigating employees, and providing the Task Force 

legal counsel. A Task Force appointed, advised and removable by the same officia l is not 

independent oversight. 

This measure requires the funding of additional staff, technology, permanent record storage, 

outside attorneys, training, and administrative proceedings, with no cost limit and no 

identified funding source. Do we really need more unfunded costs and red tape? 

This measure requires the recording of certain closed session meetings and eventual release 

of those recordings to the public, which could potentially impact the decisions made in 

closed sessions. Do we really want rules that are advantageous to people suing the City and 

that could impact candid discussions by the officials trying to protect your tax dollars? 

This measure invites lawsuits and the recovery of attorneys' fees and costs, which would 

need to be paid by the taxpayers. Any person could sue under this measure, and a prevailing 

plaintiff would receive attorneys' fees and costs. Do we need more attorneys incentivized to 

file lawsuits? 

Most troubling, the City Council could not correct unintended consequences. These 33 new 

Charter sections could be amended or repealed only through another citywide election. 

Vote NO on this costly, inflexible, and litigation-prone measure. 

City of Newport Beach 



This Argument Against Measure _ , the Public Meeting & Records Initiative, is executed in 

accordance with Elections Code Section 9283. 

Signed ______________ Date ____ _ 

for the City of Newport Beach 

Signed ______________ Date ____ _ 

for the City of Newport Beach 

Signed ______________ Date ____ _ 

for the City of Newport Beach 

City of Newport Beach 



EXHIBIT 3 
  



O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C O U N T Y  C O U N S E L
C O U N T Y  O F  O R A N G E

400 WEST CIVIC CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 202
SANTA ANA, CA  92701

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 1379
SANTA ANA, CA 92702-1379

(714) 834-3300
FAX: (714) 560-4552

Mark D. Servino
Senior Assistant
(714) 834-4714

E-Mail:
mark.servino@coco.oc.gov

August 28, 2026

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY

William H. Ihrke, Esq.
Rutan & Tucker, LLP
18575 Jamboree Road, 9th Floor
Irvine, CA 92612
Email: bihrke@rutan.com

Re: City of Newport Beach, et. al. v. Newport Beach Stewardship Association, et. al. 
Orange County Superior Court Case No.: 30-2026-01559183-CU-JR-NJC

Dear Mr. Ihrke:

I am writing on behalf of the Orange County Registrar of Voters. We are in receipt of the 
package that was emailed yesterday evening and hand delivered to the offices of the Registrar of 
Voters and County Counsel this morning. The package includes the following three measures:  

(1) An Initiative Measure Proposing to Amend the City Charter to Modify City
Charter Provisions Related to City Council Member Term Limits (The “Term
Limits Initiative”);

(2) An Initiative Measure Proposing to Amend the City Charter to Require City
Council Members Be Elected by Voters Residing Within the District the Council
Member Represents (The “District Voting Initiative”); and

(3) and An Initiative Measure Proposing to Amend the City Charter to Establish New
Charter Requirements Governing Public Meetings, Public Records, Government
Oversight, And Enforcement

The package includes City Resolution Nos. 2026-64, 2026-67, and 2026-70, which were 
adopted on August 25, 2026, and call an election for the above referenced measures for 
November 7, 2028, and request that the Registrar consolidate the City’s election with the 
statewide election for that date. The Resolutions acknowledge, as they must, that the 
consolidated election will be held and conducted in the manner prescribed in Elections Code § 
10418, which among other things requires that the election be regulated and done in accordance 
with the provisions of law regulating the statewide election, as applicable. The package also 
includes an August 27, 2026, Minute Order related to the above reference case. 
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To the extent that the submittal is intended to request that the Registrar place these 
measures on the ballot for the November 3, 2026, statewide election, the Registrar must reject 
this submittal for several reasons, which include but are not limited to: (1) it is untimely as a 
request for consolidation under Section 10403 of the Election Code; (2) there is no City 
resolution either calling an election or requesting that the County consolidate these elections for 
November 3, 2026; (3) adding these three measures to the November 3, 2026 election at this late 
stage would substantially interfere with Registrar’s ability to conduct the election; and (4) to the 
extent that the City seeks to frame this as a request for election services under Section 10002 of 
the Election Code, rather than a request for consolidation under Section 10403, the City 
resolution would need to specify the services requested and the request would be subject to 
approval by the Orange County Board of Supervisors.   

As noted in our previous letter dated August 26, 2026, the Registrar is not a party to the 
above-mentioned lawsuit. In addition, California Elections Code § 10403(a) establishes that 
whenever a city election for the submission of a question or proposition is to be consolidated 
with a statewide election — such that the measure will appear on the same ballot as the statewide 
election — the city “shall, at least 88 days prior to the date of the election, file with the board of 
supervisors, and a copy with the elections official, a resolution of its governing board.”1 The 88-
day deadline, which expired on August 7, 2026, is therefore the last day by which the city must 
act, and any filing after that date would not satisfy the statutory requirement. 

Here, on their face, the Resolutions do not call for or request consolidation with the 
November 3, 2026, election. Moreover, the Registrar has not only received the Resolutions after 
the deadline to request consolidation, but the Resolutions were not even adopted until August 25, 
2026, which is over two weeks after the August 7, 2026, deadline. Thus, consolidating the City’s 
election for the measures with the November 3, 2026, statewide election would violate Section 
10403 of the Election Code.2

Finally, even ignoring the legal restrictions against accepting a late request for 
consolidation, adding the City measures discussed above to the ballot at this late stage of election 
preparation would substantially interfere with the conduct of the election. For example, the 
materials to be included in the Voter Information Guide would total approximately fifty-three 
(53) new pages. Formatting and proofing those pages for printing in the County Voter 
Information Guide would at minimum take 10 to 13 business days. Translation, proofing and 
formatting of the measures to comply with the Voting Rights Act would require an additional 13 
days. Given that ballots and Voter Information Guide pages for military and overseas voters will 
be sent to print by the end of next week, it would not be possible to perform such tasks without 
negatively impacting the distribution of such materials. Thus, adding the City measures would 

 
1 The 88-day deadline set forth in Section 10403 relating to consolidation is independent of the deadline for the City 
to call an election under Section 9255 of the Election Code. 
2 In addition, to the extent that the City were to frame this as a request for election services under Section 10002 of 
the Election Code, rather than a request for consolidation under Section 10403, then such a request would need to be 
approved by the Orange County Board of Supervisors. 



EXHIBIT 4 
  



NAVI SINGH DHILLON (SBN 279537) 
navidhillon@paulhastings.com 
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3 WINSTON P. STROMBERG (SBN 258252) 
winstonstrornberg@paulhastings.com 

4 LUCAS V. GRUNBAUM (SBN 314180) 
lucasgrunbaum@paulhastings.com 

5 GRAYSON A. PETERS (SBN 359997) 
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CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH, et al., 
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ASSOCIATION, et al., 
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TO: CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH CITY COUNCIL, LENA SHUMWAY, 

AARON C. HARP, AND CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH 

(RESPONDENTS): 

5 Having resolved all challenges brought by Respondents to ( 1) the Home District Voting 

6 Initiative; (2) the Initiative to Establish Strict Term Limits for City Council Members; and (3) the 

7 Sunshine and Governmental Transparency Initiative (collectively, the Initiatives), and consistent 

8 with the orders of the Court entered on June 24, 2026, July 17, 2026, August 3, 2026, August 12, 

9 2026, August 19, 2026, and August 27, 2026, Respondents SHALL, immediately upon service of 

IO this Writ: 

11 1. Take all steps necessary to hold a general municipal election for the Initiatives on 

12 November 3, 2026, whether run directly by the City or through a consolidated election process. 

13 2. File and serve on all parties an Initial Return to this Writ by no later than September 

14 30, 2026, in which Respondents shall detail what steps they have taken to comply with this Writ. 

15 3. File and serve on all patties a Final Return to this Writ within fifteen ( 15) days 

16 following a November 3, 2026 election on the Initiatives. 

17 4. Under the circumstances here presented, the Court finds and determines that any 

18 stay of enforcement of this Writ pending appeal would result in i1Teparable harm to Petitioners, and 

19 therefore any appeal shall not operate as a stay of execution of this Writ absent further court order. 

20 (Code Civ. Proc. § 111 Ob.) 

21 

22 

23 DATED: 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

- 2 -
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AND

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-83 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA, REQUESTING 
THAT THE COUNTY OF ORANGE AND THE ORANGE 
COUNTY REGISTRAR  VOTERS PROVIDE OF 
SPECIFIED ELECTION RECORDS, INFORMATION, 
SERVICES, ACCESS,  COORDINATION 
NECESSARY TO CONDUCT THE CITY'S NOVEMBER 3, 
2026, STANDALONE SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION 

WHEREAS, the City of Newport Beach ("City") will conduct a separate, 

standalone special municipal election on November 3, 2026 ("Special Municipal 

Election"), for the purpose of submitting three City initiative measures to the qualified 

voters of the City; 

WHEREAS, the Special Municipal Election will be administered under the 

authority and supervision of the City Clerk, as the City's elections official, with the 

assistance of qualified election consultants, vendors, temporary election personnel, and 

other people authorized by the City; 

WHEREAS, the Special Municipal Election will be separate and distinct from the 

election being administered by the Orange County Registrar of Voters ("Registrar") on 

November 3, 2026, and the City intends to perform or arrange for the performance of 

ballot preparation, ballot production, ballot issuance and mailing, ballot processing, 

voting-system equipment, tabulation, canvass, and general election administration for the 

Special Municipal Election; 

WHEREAS, although the City will administer the Special Municipal Election 

separately, the City does not independently possess or maintain all voter-registration 

records, voter signature records, military and overseas voter information, continuing 

voter-registration updates, confidential-voter information, and other election information 

necessary to administer the Special Municipal Election; 

WHEREAS, certain records, information, systems, access, and coordination 

necessary for the accurate and lawful administration of the Special Municipal Election are 

maintained or controlled by the County of Orange ("County") and the Registrar and cannot 

be independently created or reliably replicated by the City, its election consultant, or its 

election vendors; 

WHEREAS, the City requires current and continuing voter-registration information 

to identify the qualified electors entitled to vote in the Special Municipal Election and to 

account for registrations, cancellations, address changes, status changes, and other 

voter-record changes occurring before and during the election; 
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WHEREAS, the City requires current military and overseas voter information, 
including voter status and applicable ballot-delivery information, to timely prepare and 
issue ballots and election materials to eligible military and overseas voters;  

WHEREAS, the City’s administration of the Special Municipal Election also 
requires lawful access by City-authorized election personnel to voter signature records 
and other qualifying signed election records necessary to perform ballot signature 
verification, additional review, and signature-curing functions;  

WHEREAS, a voter-registration file alone does not provide the City with the 
signature-record access necessary to perform those functions, and the City therefore 
requires an operational means of obtaining lawful and secure access to the applicable 
signature records throughout ballot processing and canvass; 

WHEREAS, additional coordination with the Registrar may be necessary 
concerning confidential and protected voters, conditional or provisional registration and 
voting, replacement and superseded ballots, misdirected ballots and election documents, 
voter participation records, voter-file corrections, and other matters that may arise 
because the City and County will be conducting separate elections involving the same 
City electorate on November 3, 2026;  

WHEREAS, California Elections Code Section 10002 authorizes the governing 
body of a city, by resolution, to request that the county board of supervisors permit the 
county elections official to render specified services to the city relating to the conduct of 
an election, subject to approval by the board of supervisors;  

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to request each service, record, information 
source, access method, and form of coordination described in Exhibit “A” separately so 
that the County’s ability or inability to provide one requested item does not delay the 
provision of another item that is otherwise available;  

WHEREAS, the City further desires that the County identify which requested items 
may be provided under existing authority, which require approval by the County Board of 
Supervisors, the earliest date upon which each requested item can be implemented, any 
prerequisite or condition to implementation, and any lawful alternative that may be 
available if the particular method requested by the City cannot be provided; and 

WHEREAS, nothing in this Resolution is intended to limit or waive the City’s ability 
to obtain voter-registration records, election records, or other information to which the City 
Clerk or other authorized City representatives may otherwise be entitled under applicable 
law independent of the discretionary election services requested herein. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Newport Beach, California, 
does resolve, declare, determine and order as follows: 

Section 1: Pursuant to California Elections Code Section 10002, the City 
Council hereby requests that the County of Orange, and the Orange County Board of 
Supervisors, permit the Orange County Registrar of Voters, as the County’s election 
official, to render to the City the specified services relating to the conduct of the November 
3, 2026,standalone Special Municipal Election that are identified in Exhibit “A,” attached 
hereto and incorporated herein by this reference, to assist the City in conducting its 
November 3, 2026, Special Municipal Election.  

Section 2: Each item identified in Exhibit “A” is requested separately and 
independently. The City requests that the availability, authorization, implementation, or 
delivery of any requested item not be delayed solely because another requested item 
cannot be provided, requires separate authorization, or remains under consideration. To 
the extent only a portion of the requested service or category can lawfully or operationally 
be provided, the City requests that the available portion be provided without delay. 

Section 3: Except as specifically identified in Exhibit “A,” the City is not 
requesting that the County or Registrar conduct the Special Municipal Election on the 
City’s behalf. The City presently intends to provide or arrange for its own election 
personnel, consultants, vendors, ballot production, ballot issuance and mailing, voting 
systems and equipment, ballot processing, tabulation, canvass, and general election 
administration. The requests contained in this Resolution are intended to obtain those 
County-controlled records, information, access, services, and coordination necessary to 
enable the City to perform those functions. 

Section 4: Nothing in this Resolution shall be interpreted to condition, limit, 
delay, or waive the City Clerk’s ability to request or obtain voter-registration information, 
voter records, or other election information available to the City or its elections official 
under applicable law independent of the County services requested by this Resolution. 

Section 5: The City Clerk is authorized to identify and designate City 
employees, election consultants, vendors, temporary election personnel, and other 
qualified persons as authorized City representatives for purposes of receiving, accessing, 
processing, and using County-provided election information to the extent permitted by 
applicable law. The City Clerk is further authorized to enter into appropriate confidentiality, 
security, data-use, access, and similar agreements reasonably required by the County 
for lawful access to such information. 

Section 6: The City Clerk is authorized to establish with the Registrar 
appropriate secure methods for the electronic or physical transfer of voter information, 
election records, signature information, ballot records, and other election materials. Such 
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arrangements may include authorized-user credentials, secure data-transfer methods, 
file layouts, updating schedules, testing procedures, correction procedures, and 
reasonable security requirements. 

 
Section 7:  Because the Special Municipal Election is already on an extremely 

compressed schedule, the City requests that the County and Registrar promptly provide 
a written implementation response for each item identified in Exhibit “A.” 

 
For each requested item, the City requests identification of: 
 
(a) whether the requested item may be provided under existing County or Registrar 

authority or requires action by the County Board of Supervisors; 
 
(b) the County official or department responsible for implementing the requested 

item; 
 
(c) the earliest date upon which the requested item can be provided or made 

operational; 
 
(d) any condition, agreement, technical requirement, cost, or other prerequisite to 

implementation; 
 
(e) the frequency of updates or continuing services, where applicable; 
 
(f) the expected response time for time-sensitive election issues; 
 
(g) a primary and backup contact for operational coordination and an appropriate 

escalation contact; and 
 
(h) any alternative method or service that may satisfy the City’s election 

administration need if the specific method requested cannot be provided. 
 
Section 8: The City requests that priority be given to those records, information, 

access, and coordination necessary to: 
 
(a) establish an accurate initial voter file and continuing update process; 
 
(b) identify and serve military and overseas voters; 
 
(c) establish and test lawful access to voter signature records necessary for ballot 

signature verification and curing; and 
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(d) establish procedures for the transfer and handling of ballots, election 

documents, voter-record corrections, and other time-sensitive election matters that may 
arise before the County Board of Supervisors can act on the full request. 

 
Section 9:  To the extent any requested record, information source, access 

arrangement, service, or coordination may lawfully be provided before formal action by 
the County Board of Supervisors, the City respectfully requests that the County and 
Registrar make that item available at the earliest practicable time. If formal Board 
authorization is necessary for a particular requested service, the City respectfully 
requests consideration of that item at the earliest lawful opportunity. 

 
Section 10:  The City Clerk shall continue to request and obtain voter registration 

records, updates, and other election records and information available to the City under 
Elections Code Sections 2183, 2188, 2194, and other applicable law. Nothing in this 
Resolution conditions access to records or information otherwise available to the City 
under applicable law upon approval of the discretionary election services requested 
pursuant to Elections Code Section 10002, waives any right of the City or City Clerk 
concerning such records or information, or authorizes disclosure or use prohibited by law. 

 
Section 11:  This Resolution requests specified County services in connection 

with the City's separate Special Municipal Election. It does not request consolidation with 
the County-administered November 3, 2026, election and does not request that the 
County or Registrar assume general responsibility for conducting the City's Special 
Municipal Election. 

 
Section 12: The calling of the Special Municipal Election, establishment of 

election procedures, appropriation of funds, and authorization of City election consultant 
and vendor agreements are addressed through separate actions of the City Council or 
other applicable City authority. This Resolution requests specified County services and 
does not independently amend the election date, establish the method by which the 
Special Municipal Election will be conducted, or modify any court order. 

 
Section 13: Pursuant to Elections Code Section 10002, unless other 

arrangements satisfactory to the County are made, the City shall reimburse the County 
in full for the services performed pursuant to this Resolution upon presentation of a bill to 
the City. The City Clerk and City Manager are authorized to execute such agreements 
and take such administrative actions as may be necessary to implement services 
approved by the Orange County Board of Supervisors. 
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Section 14: The City Attorney is authorized to confer with County Counsel and 
other appropriate County officials concerning the legal authority, timing, scope, and 
implementation of the requests contained in this Resolution and Exhibit “A,” and to take 
such further legal action as may be appropriate concerning access to necessary County-
controlled election records, information, systems, or services. 

 
Section 15: The City Clerk is directed to transmit a certified copy of this 

Resolution and Exhibit “A” immediately following adoption to the Clerk of the Orange 
County Board of Supervisors, the Orange County Registrar of Voters, Orange County 
Counsel, and such other County officials as may be appropriate. 

 
Section 16:  The City Clerk shall certify the passage and adoption of this 

resolution and enter it into the book of original resolutions. 
 

Section 17: In the case of City of Newport Beach et al. v. Newport Beach 
Stewardship Association, et al., Orange County Superior Court Case No. 30-2026-
01559183, a writ was issued on September 2, 2026, compelling the City Council to “[t]ake 
all steps necessary to hold a general municipal election for the Initiatives on November 
3, 2026, whether run directly by the City or through a consolidated election process.”  

To avoid an argument that the City Council’s action to call the election or adopt this 
resolution is “voluntary compliance” with the writ issued on September 2, 2026, the City 
Council finds that it is being compelled to take the action calling the election for the 
initiative and associated actions. The trial court has stated its intention to hold the City 
and City Council in contempt should the City Council fail to put the initiative on a ballot for 
November 3, 2026. Believing itself to be compelled to vote to place the initiative on the 
ballot upon threat of contempt, the City Council exercises only the discretion afforded to 
it by the writ concerning the election at which the initiative is to be considered and places 
the initiative on the November 3, 2026, ballot. The City Council’s action does not 
constitute voluntary acquiescence in or acceptance of the correctness or validity of the 
court’s ruling.  

Neither the City or City Council waives any claim, defense, objection, argument, appellate 
right, or request for relief arising from or relating to the City Council’s compelled 
compliance with the writ including, any appellate proceeding in Orange County Superior 
Court Case No. 30-2026-01559183 or Case No. 30-2026-01580961 (City of Newport 
Beach et al. v. Robert Page, in his Official Capacity as Registrar of Voters, et al.). 
Furthermore, the City Council finds and declares that the adoption of this resolution is 
being compelled by the writ and that the City Council does not waive or release any and 
all arguments that it has the legislative discretion to call an election for another date and 
time in accordance with the Elections Code.  Similarly, the City Councill does not waive 
any other argument or legal theory including, but not limited to, whether the proponent’s 
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complied with the publication and posting requirements for this measure. The City and 
City Council expressly reserve all such remedies and finds there is no intention to render 
any part of any appeal moot. 

Section 18: If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this 
resolution is, for any reason, held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not 
affect the validity or constitutionality of the remaining portions of this resolution.  The City 
Council hereby declares that it would have passed this resolution, and each section, 
subsection, sentence, clause or phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or 
more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared invalid or 
unconstitutional. 

Section 19: The recitals provided in this resolution are true and correct and are 
incorporated into the operative part of this resolution. 

Section 20: The City Council finds the adoption of this resolution is not subject to 
the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) pursuant to Public Resources Code 
Section 21080(b)(1) because submission to the voters of a voter-sponsored initiative is a 
ministerial duty required by Elections Code Section 9215, and is therefore not subject to 
CEQA pursuant to Sections 15060(c)(1) (the activity does not involve the exercise of 
discretionary powers by a public agency), 15060(c)(3) (the activity is not a project as 
defined in Section 15378), and 15060(c)(2) (the activity will not result in a direct or 
reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment) of the CEQA 
Guidelines, California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3.  
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Section 21: This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the 

City Council, and the City Clerk shall certify the vote adopting the resolution. 

ADOPTED this 11th day of September, 2026. 

ATTEST: 

Lena Shumway 
City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

CITY TTORNEY
( 

OFf ( --

A p 
City Attorney 

Lauren Kleiman 
Mayor 

Attachment A - Exhibit "A" Requested for Services - Elections Code Section 10002 



EXHIBIT A 

REQUESTED COUNTY ELECTION SERVICES AND COORDINATION 

NOVEMBER 3, 2026, CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH SPECIAL ELECTION 

Purpose and Scope 

The following requests concern the City's separate election on the three City Charter initiative 
measures. The City will arrange its own election operating personnel and vendors. 

The City does not request County ballot design, printing, mailing, tabulation, equipment operation, 
or general administration of the City special election through this Exhibit. 

Existing County files, exports, systems, and procedures may be used where they meet the identified 
need. The City and its providers will perform necessary conversion and processing of delivered 
data. Any alternative method must provide the information or access needed to complete the 
applicable election function lawfully and on time. 

1. Voter Registration File and Updates. 

Provide the current Newport Beach voter registration file and necessary supplements or 
replacement files, including information lawfully available to the City to identify eligible voters, 
determine registration status, issue ballots, contact voters, and reconcile election records. 

Provide available residence and mailing addresses, precinct identifiers, registration and address 
changes, cancellations, and other relevant status changes. Include record identifiers that may 
lawfully be supplied and used to associate records across the City's authorized systems. 

Establish an update schedule supporting initial ballot issuance, the general mailing, subsequent 
registrations and changes through Election Day, and eligibility determinations during the canvass. 

The update process shall include a method for identifying voters who become eligible to vote in 
the City election after preparation of the general mailing file and for providing the City with 
information necessary to issue ballots to those voters. 

A file already delivered need not be duplicated unless an update or correction is necessary. 

2. Military and Overseas Voter Information. 

Provide the military and overseas voter information maintained by the County for Newport Beach 
voters, including UOCA VA status, preferred ballot-delivery method, and the mailing or electronic 
delivery information lawfully available for that purpose. 

1 



Provide the ex1stmg file layout and relevant field definitions. Establish a method for 
communicating subsequent requests, status changes, and delivery-information updates pertinent to 
the City election. 

Complete the initial delivery on a schedule that allows the City and its providers to validate the 
records and prepare issuance for the City's planned September 18, 2026, military and overseas 
ballot distribution. 

3. Lawful Signature-Record Access. 

Establish a legally permissible means for the City's authorized election personnel to access the 
signature exemplars needed to perform signature verification and cure review under Elections 
Code Section 3019. 

The arrangement should include available qualifying signatures within the voter's registration 
record, including relevant prior registration records and other qualifying signed election forms, 
together with subsequent updates needed during processing and the canvass. 

The arrangement shall also address the manner in which signatures submitted by voters on cure 
statements or other qualifying documents will be made available or associated with the applicable 
voter and ballot record as necessary to complete the cure process. 

The County and City shall determine the permitted delivery or viewing method, including whether 
authorized access through GEM or another secure method can be used. Any copying, storage, or 
transmission must be expressly permitted by applicable law and the approved access arrangement. 

The City requests written confirmation of the lawful access method, authorized users, and 
activation date before its planned September 18, 2026, military and overseas ballot issuance, 
allowing sufficient time for the City and its providers to evaluate operational compatibility. Access 
must be operational in time to perform required signature verification and cure review and remain 
available through the applicable canvass work. 

If the County cannot confirm that arrangement within the requested timeframe, the City requests 
prompt written identification of the unresolved approval, legal, or technical issues and any 
available alternatives. Signature access remains part of this request while the City Attorney pursues 
any necessary earlier agreement or judicial direction. 

This item requests access for City-authorized reviewers; it does not request that County personnel 
perform the City's signature-verification operation. 

4. Language, Accessibility, and Confidential-Voter Information. 

Provide existing information lawfully available to the City identifying voter language preferences 
and applicable geographic language-assistance designations. 
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Identify any existing accessibility-related ballot-delivery requests relevant to the City election that 
may lawfully be shared and establish a referral procedure for applicable requests subsequently 
received by the County. 

For voters whose infonnation is protected from disclosure, establish an authorized method for the 
City to fulfill ballot-issuance, voter-contact, and eligibility-verification responsibilities without 
exposing protected information. Where direct disclosure is prohibited, identify a lawful alternative 
delivery or contact procedure. 

The City will arrange its own translation, accessible voting services, and production of election 
materials. 

5. Registration and Eligibility Coordination. 

Establish a procedure for communicating new registrations, registration corrections, address 
changes, and other eligibility information needed for the City election. 

Identify how the City' s authorized personnel may obtain County record verification necessary to 
resolve conditional registration, provisional ballot, duplicate-registration, and similar eligibility 
questions. 

The procedure shall identify how registration and eligibility information received or processed 
after preparation of the City's general mailing file will be communicated to the City in sufficient 
time for the City to provide an eligible voter an opportunity to vote in the City election. 

Establish the routing of registration documents and corrections received by the City to the County 
officials responsible for maintaining the registration record. 

6. Separate Election Activity and Participation Records. 

Establish procedures to keep the City's ballot issuance, return, and participation records distinct 
from records for the County-administered election. 

Coordinate any necessary information exchanges so that participation in one election is not treated 
as participation in the other. 

Identify the format and procedure for the City to transmit its final voter-participation information 
to the County and for the County to accept and record that information as applicable. 

The coordination procedures shall also address replacement-ballot issuance and related status 
changes so that the City can identify superseded ballots, reconcile returns, and prevent more than 
one City ballot from being counted for the same voter without affecting that voter's separate 
participation in the County-administered election. The City and its providers will maintain the 
City's replacement-ballot records. 

3 



7. Misdirected Ballots and Election Documents. 

Establish a reciprocal procedure for identifying, safeguarding, documenting, and transferring City 
ballots received through the County's existing mail, office, Vote Center, or drop-box operations, 
and County ballots received at City election locations. 

The procedure shall specifically address City ballots deposited by voters in County ballot drop 
boxes or delivered to County Vote Centers on or before Election Day, including the frequency 
with which such ballots will be identified and made available for transfer to the City and the 
preservation of information necessary to determine timely return. 

The procedure shall address preservation of envelopes, postmarks and receipt information; secure 
storage; notification of the appropriate election administrator; authorized pickup or delivery; 
transfer logs; and applicable receipt and processing deadlines. 

The City will arrange authorized personnel to collect City materials from an agreed County 
location and deliver County materials to the designated County location. 

The procedure shall also address misdirected City signature-cure statements, ballot requests, and 
other time-sensitive election documents. 

8. Existing Precinct and Geographic Records. 

Provide available Newport Beach precinct identifiers, boundary files, maps, and related existing 
geographic information that can assist the City in confirming the voter universe and organizing its 
election operation. 

The City and its providers will develop any City-specific precinct consolidations or assistance­
location arrangements. The County is not requested to create a new consolidation plan. 

Existing geographic records are requested where available; a County-created consolidation plan is 
not a condition of the City's other requests. 

9. Secure Transfers and Limited Technical Coordination. 

Identify County contacts for voter-file delivery and updates, signature access, registration 
questions, and ballot transfers . 

Establish secure delivery or access methods and provide existing file descriptions and field 
definitions. Coordinate initial access testing and correction of missing or inconsistent source 
records. 

The City's providers will perform their own system configuration, data conversion, and election 
administration. This request does not require the County to develop a new election-management 
system or custom software integration. 
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The parties shall document authorized users, permitted uses, security controls, incident reporting, 
and appropriate disposition or retention of records . 

10. Optional Voter-Information Assistance. 

This request is not necessary for the City's ability to conduct the Special Municipal Election and 
is expressly subordinate to the essential requests in Items 1 through 9. 

If operationally acceptable to the County, permit City-funded, information-only election personnel 
at agreed locations associated with County Vote Centers in Newport Beach, and permit County­
approved factual instructions directing voters to the City election's information and assistance 
resources. 

Location, hours, signage, access, and conduct shall be subject to County approval. These personnel 
would explain the separate City election and direct voters to appropriate assistance; they would 
not administer voting operations. 

This item is optional and independently severable. Its denial should not delay consideration or 
delivery of the other requested items. 

11. Implementation Schedule. 

The City Clerk and Registrar shall promptly establish the delivery dates and operating procedures 
for approved items. 

The initial voter and UOCA VA information must support preparation for the City's planned 
September 18 issuance. Signature access must be available before signature-verification work 
begins. Ballot-transfer procedures must be established before voters begin returning City ballots 
through potentially overlapping return channels. 

Recurring data access and coordination shall continue as needed through the applicable ballot­
receipt, cure, and official canvass periods. The City requests that any inability to meet an agreed 
requirement be communicated promptly, together with any lawful and operationally workable 
alternative. 

The written implementation schedule shall distinguish functions essential to lawful and timely 
election administration from optional assistance and identify the date each function is needed. It 
shall specify the frequency of voter-file updates, agreed response times for routine and time­
sensitive requests, and an escalation contact when a delay could affect ballot issuance, eligibility 
review, signature curing, or ballot transfers. 

The City requests that initial voter information, confirmation of signature access, and arrangements 
needed for early ballot returns receive priority. The optional voter-information assistance request 
shall be considered separately. 
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12. Partial Availability; Independent Requests. 

Each requested item and each reasonably severable component of a requested item 1s 
independently requested. 

If the County determines that it cannot lawfully or operationally provide a requested item in the 
manner described, the City requests that the County provide any portion of the requested item that 
can be provided and promptly identify any lawful and operationally workable alternative. 

The inability or lack of authority to provide one requested item or component shall not delay 
implementation of another requested item or component that can lawfully and operationally be 
provided. 

Acceptance by the City of a partial or alternative service does not constitute withdrawal of any 
remaining request. 

6 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA  } 
COUNTY OF ORANGE   } ss. 
CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH  } 
 
 

 I, Lena Shumway, City Clerk of the City of Newport Beach, California, do hereby certify 

that the whole number of members of the City Council is seven; the foregoing Resolution No. 2026-83 was 

duly adopted by the City Council of said City at a regular meeting held on the 11th day of September, 2026, 

by the following vote, to wit: 

AYES: Mayor Lauren Kleiman, Mayor Pro Tem Noah Blom, Councilmember Michelle Barto, 
Councilmember Robyn Grant, Councilmember Joe Stapleton Councilmember Sara J. 
Weber, Councilmember Erik Weigand 

NAYS: None 
RECUSED: None 
 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed the official seal of said 

City this 11th day of September, 2026. 

 
 

       
 ______________________________________ 

       Lena Shumway 
       City Clerk  

City of Newport Beach, California 
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September 11, 2026 
 
Lena Shumway 
City Clerk, City of Newport Beach 
100 Civic Center Drive 
Newport Beach, California 92660 
Email: LShumway@newportbeachca.gov  
 
Re: City of Newport Beach Resolution No. 2026-83 requesting County election services 
 
Dear Ms. Shumway, 
 
I am writing in response to the City of Newport Beach’s Resolution No. 2026-83 
requesting election services pursuant to Elections Code Section 10002, which the City 
Council approved today and sent to me this afternoon.  
 
The City’s official request was made less than two months before the statewide 
November 3, 2026 General Election as well as only one week before federal and state 
law requires ballots to be issued to military and overseas voters and California law 
requires ballots to be mailed to all active Newport Beach voters. It is also the first time a 
city or district has requested separate election services from the County of Orange 
Registrar of Voters (“Registrar”) at the same time the Registrar was administering a 
regular statewide election. 
  
As an initial matter, the City did not timely request consolidation of its municipal special 
election with the 2026 General Election. Elections Code Section 10403 requires a request 
for consolidation no later than 88 days before election day, which was August 7, 2026. 
These statutory deadlines exist to ensure the Registrar can effectively plan and 
administer a statewide election, which is a massive logistical undertaking in a county with 
over 1.9 million registered voters. To further facilitate the ability to conduct a statewide 
election, the consolidation statutes require the city to agree that the County will conduct 
the election in accordance with the provisions of law regulating a statewide election. Elec. 
Code, §§ 10403, 10418. For similar reasons, Elections Code Section 10402.5 generally 
encourages cities to timely consolidate city elections that are conducted on statewide 
election days. 
 
To illustrate the complexity of our task, administering the upcoming general election 
requires coordinating the production of approximately 549 ballot types, each of which 
must be translated into five languages—resulting in roughly 2,745 unique ballot 
variations—and preparing additional reference ballots in eight more languages. It also 
involves printing and mailing comprehensive Voter Information Guides containing 
candidate statements, impartial analyses, arguments, and sample ballots, including fully 
translated versions for approximately 121,000 voters who must receive election materials 

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 
1300 South Grand Avenue, Bldg. C 

Santa Ana, California 92705 
(714) 567-7600 

FAX (714) 567-7556 
ocvote.gov 

 

BOB PAGE 
Registrar of Voters 
 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 11298 
Santa Ana, California 92711 



Re: City of Newport Beach Resolution No. 2026-83 requesting County election services 
September 11, 2026 
Page 2 
 

  

in Chinese, Korean, Spanish, or Vietnamese. Tight statutory deadlines required that all 
ballot and guide materials be finalized and sent to printers earlier this week to allow timely 
mailing to military and overseas (“UOCAVA”) voters as well as the rest of the electorate, 
during a period when printing vendors are operating 24 hours a day to meet statewide 
demand. Even small changes can cascade into redesigning multiple ballot types, 
reformatting dozens of pages, conducting multi-language translations, and potentially 
requiring hand-processing of tens of thousands of ballot mailings—illustrating the 
enormous scale and precision necessary to administer the County’s general election. 
Ballots were issued today to UOCAVA voters who prefer to receive their ballots by mail.  
 
In contrast, the City’s extensive request for election services under Section 10002 would 
require substantially more County resources than have already been dedicated to the 
consolidated 2026 General Election and require the County to perform such services in a 
much shorter period than a consolidated election. The request would necessitate 
supporting a complex dual-track election during a shortened timeframe, even as certain 
election deadlines have already begun to expire.  
 
Among the additional burdens the City asks of the Registrar, the Registrar would be 
required to provide continual registration updates and eligibility coordination (pp. 2, 11); 
maintain completely separate participation and activity records for the City and statewide 
elections (pp. 11–12); identify, secure, and transfer misdirected ballots and election 
documents between jurisdictions (p. 12); furnish precinct identifiers, boundary files, and 
maps (p. 12); establish secure data-transfer methods, credentials, and technical file 
specifications (pp. 3–4, 12–13); accommodate City-funded personnel at County Vote 
Centers (p. 13); generate detailed implementation plans specifying authorities, timelines, 
conditions, and responsible departments (pp. 4, 13); and provide any partial services the 
County can lawfully deliver while also requiring the Registrar to identify alternatives where 
full provision is not possible (pp. 3, 14).  
 
Indeed, despite its length, the Resolution is also uncertain because it places the burden 
on the Registrar to “promptly identify lawful and operationally workable alternatives” if the 
Registrar determines it cannot provide any requested item as described. The City’s 
request is, therefore, incompatible with Elections Code Section 10002, which places the 
burden on the City to specify the election services it seeks, rather than the Registrar to 
propose such services. 
 
The Resolution is also not responsive to my earlier correspondence, which explained that 
any Resolution submitted under Section 10002 must include an assurance that the 
requested services would not interfere with the administration of the statewide November 
3, 2026, General Election or create confusion among Newport Beach voters. The City did 
not provide this assurance. Instead, the City states it is compelled to call an election 
pursuant to a writ issued in litigation to which the Registrar is not a party.  
 
The earliest date on which this matter could hypothetically be brought before the Orange 
County Board of Supervisors is September 29, 2026, which is a mere 35 days prior to the 
election. Additionally, several critical election deadlines are expiring or near expiration, 
further constraining the ability of the Registrar to administer any City-requested services. 



Re: City of Newport Beach Resolution No. 2026-83 requesting County election services
September 11, 2026
Page 3

On September 9, 2026, my office provided the City with as much information as is 
feasible absent a City Council-adopted Section 10002 request, including a Newport 
Beach voter file identifying UOCAVA voters with their preferred method of receiving their 
ballots and instructions regarding how to download GIS-format precinct maps for Newport 
Beach from the Registrar’s website. However, requiring the County to develop and 
provide services in support of a stand-alone City election on the same date as the 
statewide general election would interfere with the Registrar’s ability to conduct the
General Election and pose unacceptable risks.

For example, chain-of-custody complications would inevitably arise from ballots being 
misdelivered to the wrong elections official, such as City ballots placed in County drop 
boxes and vice versa. Even procedures designed to address these issues fail to resolve 
operational problems such as identifying a City ballot mistakenly inserted into a County 
envelope after that envelope has been opened and separated from its contents. These 
types of foreseeable issues risk not only confusion, but also disenfranchisement. They 
further underscore why the Legislature generally requires city elections to be consolidated 
on a timely basis with statewide elections administered by counties rather than held 
separately on the same date.

For these reasons, the Orange County Registrar of Voters will not recommend that the 
Orange County Board of Supervisors authorize the broad range of services described in 
Resolution No. 2026-83.

Please feel free to contact our office should the City wish to discuss any future election 
planning consistent with applicable statutory timelines and requirements.

Sincerely,

Bob Page
Registrar of Voters

SiSiSiSiSiiSSSSSSSiSiiiiSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS ncnnn erely,

Bob Page
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From: Aaron Harp <aharp@newportbeachca.gov>

To: Leon Page <Leon.Page@coco.oc.gov>

Cc: Seimone Jurjis; Lena Shumway

Date: September 15, 2026

Subject: Fw: November 3, 2026 Newport Beach Special Election

Good morning, Mr. Page,

I am writing regarding the Registrar’s September 11 letter and its conclusion that Resolution No. 2026-83 is
incompatible with Elections Code section 10002.

The City respectfully disagrees with that interpretation. The Resolution specifically identifies the services
requested from the County, and the request for the Registrar to identify workable alternatives was intended to
facilitate cooperation if a particular service could not be provided as requested, not to shift the City’s
responsibilities to the Registrar.

Nevertheless, given the court-ordered election and compressed timeframe, the City does not want a
disagreement over section 10002 to prevent the election from proceeding. The City does not believe a new
resolution is legally required; however, if the County maintains that a new or amended resolution is necessary
before it will consider the City’s request, please let me know as soon as possible. If you could also identify what
changes or additional language the County believes are required, I would really appreciate it.

With respect to voter confusion, the City intends to conduct the special election as a separate election, with
separate ballots, election materials, and procedures, and to provide clear voter communications distinguishing
the City election from the County-administered General Election. The City is also prepared to coordinate
procedures addressing misdirected ballots and other potential areas of voter confusion. We do not believe a
section 10002 request needs to have these assurances; however, if the County believes additional measures or
particular assurance language are necessary, please let me know so we can take any action necessary for the
County to consider the City's request for services.

Most importantly, the Registrar’s letter states that September 29 is the earliest date on which this matter could
be brought before the Board of Supervisors. Please confirm whether the County intends to place Resolution No.
2026-83 before the Board for consideration on September 29. If not, please advise whether submission of a
new or amended resolution would result in the matter being presented to the Board on September 29 and, if so,
what the County requires the City Council to adopt.

Finally, if the County has determined that it will not present the City’s request to the Board or recommend
authorization regardless of any amendment, clarification, narrowing of services, or additional assurance from
the City, please confirm that as well.

The City remains committed to taking all reasonably available steps to comply with the writ and conduct the
November 3 election. Given the rapidly approaching deadlines, we would appreciate a prompt response and
are available to meet and confer immediately.

Thank you,

[cid:dbe630ac-5783-42a7-a7e0-a2222adae7fb]
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From: Reyes, Steve
To: Harp, Aaron
Cc: Huez, Janessa
Subject: Newport Beach
Date: September 17, 2026 9:44:05 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Report phish using the Phish Alert Button above.

Mr. Harp,

To confirm our conversation yesterday, you asked whether the Secretary of State's office can
provide the City of Newport Beach with voter signatures to use in your proposed upcoming
November 3, 2026 Municipal Election.

We cannot. 

Thank you for reaching out.

Steve Reyes
Chief Counsel
California Secretary of State 
E: sreyes@sos.ca.gov
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From: Harp, Aaron
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2026 4:27 AM
To: Leon.Page@coco.oc.gov
Cc: Jurjis, Seimone; Shumway, Lena
Subject: Re: November 3, 2026 Newport Beach Special Election

Good morning, Mr. Page, 

I just wanted to follow-up with you on my September 15 email. Given the court-ordered November 3 
election and the rapidly approaching deadlines, can you please confirm whether Resolution No. 2026-83 
will (or will not) be placed on the September 29 agenda for consideration by the Board of Supervisors. 

If the County believes the City must take any additional action to obtain Board consideration on 
September 29, I would appreciate it if you would let me know what is required as soon as possible. 

Thank you, 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information in this e-mail message is intended for the confidential use of the addressees only. The 
information is subject to the attorney-client privilege and/or may be attorney work-product. Recipients should not file copies of this e-
mail with publicly accessible records. If you are not an addressee or an authorized agent responsible for delivering this e-mail to a 
designated addressee, you have received this e-mail in error, and any further review, dissemination distribution, copying or forwarding 
of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. Moreover, such inadvertent disclosure shall not compromise or waive the attorney-client privilege as 
to this communication. If you received this e-mail in error, please notify us immediately at (949) 644-3131. Thank you.

From: Harp, Aaron <aharp@newportbeachca.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2026 3:58 AM 
To: Leon.Page@coco.oc.gov <Leon.Page@coco.oc.gov> 
Cc: Jurjis, Seimone <sjurjis@newportbeachca.gov>; Shumway, Lena <LShumway@newportbeachca.gov> 
Subject: Fw: November 3, 2026 Newport Beach Special Election 

Good morning, Mr. Page, 

I am writing regarding the Registrar’s September 11 letter and its conclusion that Resolution No. 2026-83 
is incompatible with Elections Code section 10002. 
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The City respectfully disagrees with that interpretation. The Resolution specifically identifies the services 
requested from the County, and the request for the Registrar to identify workable alternatives was 
intended to facilitate cooperation if a particular service could not be provided as requested, not to shift 
the City’s responsibilities to the Registrar. 
 
Nevertheless, given the court-ordered election and compressed timeframe, the City does not want a 
disagreement over section 10002 to prevent the election from proceeding. The City does not believe a 
new resolution is legally required; however, if the County maintains that a new or amended resolution is 
necessary before it will consider the City’s request, please let me know as soon as possible. If you could 
also identify what changes or additional language the County believes are required, I would really 
appreciate it.  
 
With respect to voter confusion, the City intends to conduct the special election as a separate election, 
with separate ballots, election materials, and procedures, and to provide clear voter communications 
distinguishing the City election from the County-administered General Election. The City is also prepared 
to coordinate procedures addressing misdirected ballots and other potential areas of voter confusion. 
We do not believe a section 10002 request needs to have these assurances; however, if the County 
believes additional measures or particular assurance language are necessary, please let me know so we 
can take any action necessary for the County to consider the City's request for services. 
 
Most importantly, the Registrar’s letter states that September 29 is the earliest date on which this matter 
could be brought before the Board of Supervisors. Please confirm whether the County intends to place 
Resolution No. 2026-83 before the Board for consideration on September 29. If not, please advise 
whether submission of a new or amended resolution would result in the matter being presented to the 
Board on September 29 and, if so, what the County requires the City Council to adopt. 
 
Finally, if the County has determined that it will not present the City’s request to the Board or 
recommend authorization regardless of any amendment, clarification, narrowing of services, or 
additional assurance from the City, please confirm that as well. 
 
The City remains committed to taking all reasonably available steps to comply with the writ and conduct 
the November 3 election. Given the rapidly approaching deadlines, we would appreciate a prompt 
response and are available to meet and confer immediately. 
 
Thank you, 
 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information in this e-mail message is intended for the confidential use of the addressees only. The 
information is subject to the attorney-client privilege and/or may be attorney work-product. Recipients should not file copies of this e-
mail with publicly accessible records. If you are not an addressee or an authorized agent responsible for delivering this e-mail to a 
designated addressee, you have received this e-mail in error, and any further review, dissemination distribution, copying or forwarding 



3

of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. Moreover, such inadvertent disclosure shall not compromise or waive the attorney-client privilege as 
to this communication. If you received this e-mail in error, please notify us immediately at (949) 644-3131. Thank you. 
  
  
From: Page, Bob <bob.page@ocvote.gov> 
Sent: September 11, 2026 4:26 PM 
To: Shumway, Lena <LShumway@newportbeachca.gov> 
Cc: Nevarez, Tiffany <Tiffany.Nevarez@ocvote.gov>; Mailhot, Julianna <Julianna.Mailhot@ocvote.gov>; Harp, Aaron 
<aharp@newportbeachca.gov>; Jurjis, Seimone <sjurjis@newportbeachca.gov>; Page, Leon <Leon.Page@coco.oc.gov> 
Subject: Re: November 3, 2026 Newport Beach Special Election 
  
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Report phish 
using the Phish Alert Button above. 
  
Lena: 
  
Thank you for informing the County of Orange Registrar of Voters of the actions taken by the City 
Council during its special meeting today. Attached is a letter providing the Registrar of Voters' 
response to City of Newport Beach Resolution No. 2026-83. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Bob Page | Registrar of Voters | Orange County Registrar of Voters 
1300 S. Grand Avenue, Bldg. C | Santa Ana, California 92705 | 714.567.7620 
bob.page@ocvote.gov 

 
  
  

From: Shumway, Lena <LShumway@newportbeachca.gov> 
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2026 1:34 PM 
To: Page, Bob <bob.page@ocvote.gov> 
Cc: Nevarez, Tiffany <Tiffany.Nevarez@ocvote.gov>; Mailhot, Julianna <Julianna.Mailhot@ocvote.gov>; Harp, Aaron 
<aharp@newportbeachca.gov>; Jurjis, Seimone <sjurjis@newportbeachca.gov> 
Subject: November 3, 2026 Newport Beach Special Election 
  
 Attention: This email originated from outside the County of Orange. Use caution when opening 
attachments or links. 

  
Bob, 
Today, September 11, 2026, the Newport Beach City Council approved the resolutions necessary to call 
and conduct a Special Municipal Election on November 3, 2026, for consideration of three citizen-
sponsored Charter amendment initiatives: 

 Public Meetings, Public Records, Oversight, and Enforcement Initiative 
 Lifetime City Council Term Limits Initiative 
 District-Only Voting Initiative 

The approved resolutions are attached, including Resolution No. 2026-83 requesting specified election 
services from the County of Orange. While the County is not being asked to administer the City’s Special 
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Municipal Election, the County’s assistance is critical because it maintains voter registration records, 
signature records, and other information necessary for the City to conduct the election. The City will 
administer the election separately and will remain responsible for ballot production, processing, 
tabulation, canvass, and general election administration. 
Due to the extremely compressed timeframe for the November 3 election, the City is requesting that the 
Registrar provide, as soon as possible, a current data file for bulk voter registration signature images  
necessary for the City to conduct signature verification of returned ballots. The City will also require 
continuing voter registration updates as the election proceeds. 
Please let us know immediately if there are any forms, agreements, security requirements, fees, or other 
steps the City must complete to obtain the data. 
Thank you for your assistance and cooperation as we work under these very compressed election 
deadlines. 
Sincerely, 

 

Lena Shumway 
City Clerk 
City Clerk’s Office 
Office: 949-644-3007 
 
100 Civic Center Dr 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 
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From: Harp, Aaron
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2026 7:43 AM
To: Reyes, Steve
Subject: Follow-Up – Ballot Release, Watermark and Ink Approval

Hi Steve, 

I wanted to follow up on my email regarding the City’s November 3 election and see if there has been any 
update concerning the ballot-card release and the approval or assignment of the required watermark/tint 
and ink specifications. 

I recognize that everyone is working under an unusually compressed timeframe, and we very much 
appreciate your assistance. Given the court-ordered November 3 election date, however, the City needs 
to move forward with ballot production as quickly as possible, so any direction or approval your office 
can provide would be extremely helpful. 

If there is anything further you need from the City or our election vendor to obtain the ballot release or 
finalize the watermark/tint and ink requirements, please let me know and we will provide it immediately. 

Thank you again for your help with this. We really appreciate your attention to it given the timing. 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information in this e-mail message is intended for the confidential use of the addressees only. The 
information is subject to the attorney-client privilege and/or may be attorney work-product. Recipients should not file copies of this e-
mail with publicly accessible records. If you are not an addressee or an authorized agent responsible for delivering this e-mail to a 
designated addressee, you have received this e-mail in error, and any further review, dissemination distribution, copying or forwarding 
of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. Moreover, such inadvertent disclosure shall not compromise or waive the attorney-client privilege as 
to this communication. If you received this e-mail in error, please notify us immediately at (949) 644-3131. Thank you.

From: Harp, Aaron <aharp@newportbeachca.gov> 
Sent: Friday, September 18, 2026 6:36 AM 
To: Reyes, Steve <SReyes@sos.ca.gov> 
Subject: City of Newport Beach - Electionn 

Hi Steve, 
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We have a special City Council meeting tonight to determine how we proceed with the November 3 
election. As you know, the City is operating under a writ requiring it to conduct the election, and I want to 
make sure that anything we do is consistent both with that order and with the Secretary of State’s 
requirements. 
 
This isn't may area of expertise, but it would be very helpful if he had direction from the Secretary of State 
(or your office ) as to whether the State will issue/assign the City the necessary tint/watermark and 
provide a ballot-card release for the November 3 election. 
 
I recognize that this is moving very quickly and appreciate your help and direction.  
 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information in this e-mail message is intended for the confidential use of the addressees only. The 
information is subject to the attorney-client privilege and/or may be attorney work-product. Recipients should not file copies of this e-
mail with publicly accessible records. If you are not an addressee or an authorized agent responsible for delivering this e-mail to a 
designated addressee, you have received this e-mail in error, and any further review, dissemination distribution, copying or forwarding 
of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. Moreover, such inadvertent disclosure shall not compromise or waive the attorney-client privilege as 
to this communication. If you received this e-mail in error, please notify us immediately at (949) 644-3131. Thank you. 
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